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THE NOWLANS. 



CHAPTER I. 

John Nowi.ak did go home the- next morn- 
ing ; but, after the final chances of the night, 
he might as well have staid where he was. 

Riding very hard from the mean public- 
house where he had left Horrogan, he soon 
gained Liong-hall. As he entered, the servants 
were in confusion. He enquired the cause,, and 
learned that Mr. Long had retired to bed ra- 
ther ilL Mr. Frank was also in his chamber, 
yet unacquainted, at Miss Letty^s instance, 
with his uncle's accident ; and she remained up 
in the drawing-room. Thither John hastened, 
agitated with all the occurrences of the day, 
and of the fnrevioiis evening, excited with the 
magistrate's bumpers, fired and unsettled in his 
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feelings, though imagining himself fixed in a 
great resolution ; vehement, but without a plan. 
As he sprang up the stairs, John vaguely ap- 
prehended that he sought this interview for the 
purpose of at once breaking his dangerous fet« 
ters ; of at once telling Letty that he should 
leave in the morning, and bidding her some- 
thing like an eternal farewell.. When he burst, 
rather abruptly, into the drawing-room, he did 
not know that his features, manner, and whole 
appearance, betrayed an irregular energy, the 
natural effect of his fluttering state of nerve. 
But Letty, roused by his entrance from her 
sad reverie at the fire, saw what he could not 
see ; saw the strange sparkling of ey^^ and the 
briskness of mien and motion which bespoke a 
panting purpose ; and her catching of breathy 
as he appeared, and her sudden rising from 
her chair, showed how much she was startled. 
" A thousand pardons. Miss Letty,'' John be- 
gan, out of breath ; " but you know I must be 
alarmed at your uncle's sudden iUness, and 
very anxious to hear your opinion of it.'* 

" Yoij are very good, Mr. Nowlan ;" her' 
head c^st down, as she puUed round her a 
large shawl to hide the half-disposition of her 
dress for bed ; but, however the illness must 
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afflict US, I have hopes, as it is, unhappily^ 
rather a constitutional one, that no serious dan- 
ger now threatens my dear uncle." 

" Thank God," said John ; and there was 
a long pause ; he standing with one hand rested 
on a table, she leaning against the mantel- 
piece ; while the loud breathing of both audi- 
bly echoed through the stilled room. Sud- 
denly he spoke again — " And good night, then. 
Miss Letty ; good-b'ye^ indeed ; and remember 
me, as you know I wish to be remembered, to 
Mr. Long, in the morning." He advanced a 
step, his hand extended ; she turned, fixed 
her glance on his now pale face and streaming 
eyes; grew pale in her turn, again looked 
awayj and asked, " Why is this, Mr. Nowlan? 
do I rightly understand that you leave us in 
the morning ? and if so, why in such speed ?" 

*' I must go home to-morrow morning," he 
answered, speaking very slowly. 

'^ Indeed ? that is sudden and strange too,^ 
resuming her seat, to hide her faintness and 
trembling — ** have we given you cause ?" 

*' I have given myself cause. Miss Letty ; I 
have dotie wrong in ever leaving my humble 
home ; and the sooner I now return to it, the 
better for myself — so, good-b'ye." He stepped 
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closer, took her pro£Pered hand, Hud, while his 
tear* wetted it, added — ** and believe me most 
thank^l — most grateful — most bound to pray 
— and Uess— '^ his voice failed hira. 

** Good-b'ye, sir ; I am sorry — I wish you 
very well;" and poor Letty wept outright, and 
snatching her hand, covered with botb hands 
her agitated &oe, while, as she sank back in 
her chair, her large shawl fell in folds around 
her. 

John mutely gazed on her in a wild state of 
feeling. It was, first, despair, then joyous dis^ 
traction. Yet one who could have watched his 
face, would not, perhaps, have fathomed his 
heart. A faint and inane smile only y^yed 
around his mouth as he thought "she loves 
me'^-*that fairest creature, that most elevated, 
gifted, and noble ereAture, Idves^me; and tliose 
tears, those agonies — ^" Letty's passion rose 
higher; she sobbed aloud ; the calm purpose of 
despair, held even while he spoke, gave way 
at once ; every danger was forgotten ; or, if re- 
membered, braved ; he darted to a chmr by her 
side, again seized her hand, and, "Yes, yes !" he 
cried, ^* good-b^e ! good-b'ye for ever ! I go 
home indeed to-raorrow morning, Letty, for both 
our sakes : I go, because to stay were crim^ and 
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ttiadnesft— ruin and death, here and hereafter ; 
because I love, because I loveT preiaingher 
to him ; '^ and because you love me ! Do not 
turn and deny it; do not make the sin of my 
confession useless as well as heinous; do not 
take away from one the only palliation that 
Heaven wiU remember when I cry out and groan 
and grovel for a pardon; leare me but the 
certainty I now feel, the certainty that before 
I grew mad, I was honoured, blessed, cursed ! 
blessed and cursed together with your love; 
leave me but that 1 the consciousness that when 
I fell the brightest angel out c^ Heaven tempt« 
ed me ; let me have so much to plead, and I 
will not be without hope in my remorse and 
repentance* I will not be without the hope 
that God^ when he permitted the glorious 
tanptation, saw how impossible it was for me 



say the 
my only 
the only 



to escape it! Letty, Letty, speak 

word 1 I will have it from your lips 

excuse, my only plea, my only hope 

hope of my soul, though the eternal despair of 

my heart! — ^you love me! you love me! con- 

less* 

*^ I love you,'^ she answered, as her trembling 
friune sank in his arms^ ^^ with my heart*s full 
and first love.*" 
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Muttering raptures and ecstasies, and now 
solely swayed by the tumultuous triumph of 
youthful affection, John fell on his knees, his 
arms still around her neck, her cheek resting on 
his ; and while Letty alone wept happy tears, 
he kissed her lipsj her forehead, her closed eyes, 
her crimsoned neck, which the fallen shawl left 
more than usually shown. At this moment 
both started, for both thought a stealthy step 
came to the door. Letty suddenly caught up 
her shawl, and wrapped it in successive folds 
around her shoulders and waist: John drew 
back his hands, and they dropped at his side ; but 
he did not, or could not, riselrom his knees : he 
listened ; the noise was not repeated : he grew 
assured with respect to that ciraimstance ; but 
his checked ecstasy did not return; arrested, 
frozen, it allowed the sudden re-action of 
thought ; his flushed face grew paiUd, as he «till 
knelt. Letty saw his eyes distend and fix on the 
flre; saw him gape; saw cdd moisture teem 
from his forehead; heard him breathe labori- 
ously ; heard him gasp : and at last, as he uttered 
a low groan, John slowly lifted up his arms, cast 
them forward, and fell prostrate with them}- his 
head coming so violently in contact with the 
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massive fender, that blood trickled oa the 
carpet. - 

This was a trying situation for a young cxea- 
ture like Letty. Love- urged her to cry out for 
help ; fear of observation, on his account and her 
own, stifled her voice. Apprehension for his 
safety,, for his life, flung her on her knees by his 
side ; yet a consciousness, if not a recollection, of 
die scene that had just occurred-fof the new, 
embarrassing, even doubtful relation, they jbegan 
to hold towards each other, distracted her ef- 
forts to serve- him, and confused her speech. 
And- yet she raised his head irom the hearth, 
rested it on her knee, and began to staunch 
the slight wound with her handkerchief, as she 
cried*^*^ Fox 6od'*6 sake, Mr, Nowlan ! rise, Sir, 
and retire, if you can !— Speak, at least, and ex- 
phin this sudden misery ! John ! dearest John 
Nowlan, speak^-^was it illness^^was it faintness? 
— »are youbettev P-r-Gracious God! he will not, 
or cannot answer j^-<-- what is to become of me ! 
no help near that I dare call upon; — and yet I, 
must call vap the house, John Nowlan, > if you 
do not speak : ah ! now you revive, and will be 
oecii^ri 

** What 's this ?" he whispered, starting to 
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his koees — ^^ I remember ^^-^-^grotiiiiig as he met 
her glance—" good night, Letty — ^farewell, in- 
deed» for ever !^^ He arose, staggering. 

" Sir ! — Mr. Nowlan I*^ — 'in angry surprise*— 
explain this— -explain''-— correcting herself-^ 
explain the cause of your embarrassment, your 
accident, I mean ;-— was it sudden illness ?-— 
giddiness ?— what do you mean ?" 

" My vow ! my eternal vow.'' He hid his 
face, and leaned against the walL 

" You are not a priest I" she screamed ; 
" you have not vowed a vow that makes your 
declaration to me — your attentions — ^your man- 
ner — the confession you have just extorted— 
Oh ! — I could not comprehend your dark mean* 
ing while you spoke! I thought it doubt of 
me or of my sentiments ; any thing but that ! 
But you have not vowed a vow that makes all 
this insult, presumption, outrage to me, as well 

as to answer. Sir ! — ^you are not a priest !" 

He walked to the middle of the room, bowed 
his head, crossed his arms oa his breast, and an* 
swered : " Curse me, as I deserve ; I cannot 
stand more aceursed than I am, to God, to you, 
to man, and to myself: the vow is vowed ; and, 
as you say, I have as presumptuously, as bar- 



Harodsly insulted jou, aa-^ns I have sunk my 
own Miali^ and he left die apartment. Letty 
stood a moment gazing on the door through 
whick lie had passed, and then fell. The fe- 
male attendant, entering some minutes after, 
found h&r in8ensible% 

John sloiHy aaeedded to his chamber, locked 
himself in, and sank in a chair. The next ac- 
tion of wl]ich he was ecmscious was to start up, 
extinguish the light, and resume his seat in 
darkness. If time be truly defined as a succes- 
sion of ideas, fof him whose brain holds but one 
abiding idea, there ift.no time. John Nowlan, at 
leaist^ was not mindful 6f the lapse of this flight 
into the morning. Objects began to be discern* 
ible around, and through the window; sharp 
breeages shook his window-frame, and little birds 
twittered by, aod the rooks cawed loudly in the 
adjoining trees, ere he became aware of the long, 
dull, sleepless, tearless trance in which be had 
sat. Near the window was his toikt-glass ; his 
eye, glancing over its surface, caught the reflec- 
tion of his own fine, dimly seen in the grey twi- 
light, pallid, rigidv and stained with the blood 
from his fiH^head. He started, as if, in his 
shivering lonesomeness, he had detected the 

Bfi 
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visage of 8omef earful stranger. He cast himself 
on his knees, and, with his knuckles clenched 
at his forehead, began to pray. 

In some time he arose and packed up, in his 
little trunk, the few things of his which were 
to be found in the room. Next, he bathed his 
face in a basin of water, and arranged his dress; 
and in a few moments sat to a table, and wTote 
two notes, one to Mr. Long, another to Letty ; 
the first, pleading an urgent case of necessity 
for his sudden abeence, and expressing anxious 
hopes for the speedy re-establishment of Mr. 
Long^s health, ended with warm and sincere 
thanks for all that gentleman^s kindness; the 
second must express itself in its own words : — 

" All you accused me of is true. My avow- 
al was sacrilege to God ; my extorted acknow- 
ledgment, sacrilege to you : all the feelings I 
dared hold to you, wicked, insulting, blasphe- 
mous. Humbled in the dust, kneeling on the 
knees of my heart to my God and my benefac- 
tress, praying pardon and oblivion, I have but 
one word to offer— not a word of extenua- 
tion — that I despise — ^for witih ten times as 
much to plead, I ani immeasurably guilty. Let 
me say the word, howev^. I never concealed, 
intentionally, that my vow had been made. I 
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thought yoa knew it perfectly. No more d» I 
presume to say. I go to aly fallier^s house. 
Farewell. Be assort, tlie life I shall lead^*- 
the expiations I shall offer — 'the discipUiie my 
offended chureh must impose-^the heart that 
fh>m this day must witheN^that I spurn^^thai 
I cast into tlie blight-— all this will avenge you. 
Farewell. When I may dare to pray in the 
humblest hope of being heard, your name shall 
evef ascend from my lips. Blessings, as many 
as my curses, be with you for ever !*" 

Having written his notes, he remained gazing 
through the window, until some slight noises 
told him the servants began to stir in the house. 
Then he stepped cautiously down stairs, met a 
kitchen-wench, gave her the notes, left direc- 
tions to have his trunk sent after him, half 
walked, half ran to his humble home, and en- 
tered undeir its roof with an unusual show of 
vivacity. 

Immediately after breakfast he set out for 
the house of his old reverend friend, Mr. Ken- 
nedy, often mentioned before in this story. 
His brow fell when the people there informed 
him that the clergyman had accompanied his 
bishop to Dublin, on business of moment, and 
was^not expected home for many weeks. This 
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disappc^tmwt John thought gvievMis ; and b^ 
was right in thmking it so ; much of his fate 
was inyolved ia it He lodced rouiid for some 
other spiritual adviser; his recollections or 
ltkii]^s proposed none to whom he could will- 
ingly unbosom himself; and be determined to 
spend in solitary seU^xiuxdnation and discipUme 
the time that must elapse before the arriyal of 
his best friend. 

He shut himself up in his little study, imd 
prepared tp lay his breast bore to Heaven. But 
it was a place of distracting recollections; and 
pleading to Peggy and his mother a preference 
for his father^s room, a busy removal of books, 
shelves, and other furniture, ensued) and his 
wish was soon accomplished* He at last sat 
down to his task, most tremblingly anxious to 
speed it; but his powers of self-abstraction 
were not equal to his will ; it was too near his 
time of passion ; nature refused to be so sum- 
marily trampled down; the very feverish inkpa* 
tience of his^ purpose unfitted him for success ; 
and his first day and night produced nothing" 
but sullen reveries, traitorous recurrences, ar- 
dent aspirations, and bitter, l^ter tears. 

In the middle of the liext day, he reflected 
that he wHs bound to make enqujries^ after the 
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health of Mr. Long: eircilifistances^ to which 
thftt gentleman was a stranger, coidd not war- 
rant a n^kct that muBt seem so strange and 
ungrateful. He therefore despatched one of his 
&tber^s men to Long Hall, instructing him to 
' add an enquiry concerning the- health of all the 
family. The messenger staid away much long- 
er than was needAil; John grew impatient for 
his return ; he could do nothing, in the mean 
time, but watch him out of the window that 
commanded his path: he expected, hoped^ in 
faet^ something more than an answer to the 
questions he had sent; yet he dared not tell 
himself he did. 

Towards erening, the man at last appeared, 
and John's anticipations were not proved vnn. 
Miss Letty sent assurances that her uncle was 
better; and with these assumnces, a note to 
^^SYf n^ocompanying and explaining various 
rare patterns of gowns, frillsy and caps ; and 
another to Jolta) ^iclosed in it, that, the young 
lady informed her fidr friend, would tell Mr. 
Nowlan how to sow and cultivate certain flower 
roots, and dips, for whieh he had seemed anxi- 
ous, and which were forwatrded by his mes- 
senger. Peggy ran to John with the note; he 
retired* to hia VMm^ and read as follows : — ' 
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" Rev, Dear Mr. Nowlaii, 



« 



The man will convey to you the pleasing 
news that my dearest uncle is not serioudy ill ; 
and you can imagine what joy this must be to 
one who loves him better than her own father 
and mother — than any second b^ng on earth. 
Many thanks for your kind enquiries. 

" I send the Dutch tulip roots I promised you ; 
also, some specimens of the yellow picot6 which 
I can warrant ; and the rare geranium slips you 
seemed to admire. As the two first will demand 
all your care, you must study, out of the book 
of the London florist that accompanies them, 
the best mode of culture recommended. Pray, 
accept, at the same time, a little portfolio con- 
taining a few drawings you used to flatter me 
about, particularly a carefully finii^ed drawing 
of the first sketch you saw me make on the 
morning of our walk from your house to Long 
Hall. The music of the wild and beaudful 
ballad of ^* Lord Ronald,^ and of other songs, 
which I believed you half asked from me, are 
also in the portfolio. 

** I got your note : but, indeed, I do not un- 
derstand it. Of what could I " accuse" you ? 
Nothing that my calm recollections suggest; 
nothing that you ever deserved; nothing that 
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it must not have been a^ crqel as it wa3 indeli- 
cate for me to glance at. I saj from my heart. 
Rev. dear Sir, I have not, I never had, the 
slightest reason to repn^ach you. I#et the eve- 
ning before last be eterUAlly foi^otten; I know 
not what happened; I do not wish to know. 
But whatever I said or did, must have been 
caused by the weak and wandering state of 
heart and mind into whidli I was thrown by the 
sudden illness of him who merits and possesses 
my undivided affection. So, instead of your 
asking pardon from me, I ask it of you. In- 
deed I do, Mr.'Nowlan, most sincerely. For 
the slightest undeserved word that could have 
caused you pain, I am — ^believe me I am — sorry 
and afflicted. Therefore, in the name of good 
feeling, and good sense, abandon every thought 
of' visiting upon yourself, in any such shocking 
way as you hint at, or as the severity of your 
religion may (if you wrongfully accuse your 
heart) enjoin,-— an imaginary error. Promise me 
this, or else a knowledge of your continued in- 
tention will make me, as I ought to be, the true 
sufferer, and humble and degrade me beyond 
expression. 

^' In fact, we should both forget that evening ; 
I repeat it again. I have had an undisturbed 
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day and night to reflect-^perhaps more than 
reflect—thAnkff to your prudent generomty— 
and such is my opinion. We have both been 
led astray by erronedus impressions ; no farther 
does our fault extend ; let us show that the mo* 
ment we are set light, we cUn act as becomes Us. 
It was all exceeding folly : and any vehement 
words or resolutions about it would only be a 
greater absurdity. Let us meet again as if it 
had never occurred. That is the better way. I 
win never believe that, in your breast or mine, 
preposi^ession is stronger than reason. Come to 
enquire after my dear nucleus health, whenever 
you will,***-as soon as you wiII-humI one of us, at 
least, shall prove it is not. 

*' Adieu, dear Rev. Sir. I enjoin the trtmost 
care to be paid to my scarce and beautiful tu^ 
lips : and jHfay bum tfiis note : that is my last 
and strongest request. 

*^ I am, dear Rev. Sir, 

** With respect and esteem, 
♦Tour faithful friend, 

« L. A.'' 

John knew nothing of women ; he had never 
associated with them ; this note astonished him 
to excess; ay, more, it mortified him, and 
put him in a passion. What! after fdl that 
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bad occurred^ — after all his high opinions of 
her-^Cand of himself be ought to have added) 
— was she . but a coquette — did she say words 
she had never felt ? ^* Undivided affection !^ 
and ^^ above any second being on earth r of 
whom were those things so deliberately spoken ? 
Then the tone of utter contempt in which she 
alluded to the past — to him : and her challenges 
to meet him again with sudi indifference ! He 
would meet her half-way, at least. He would 
prove^ as fuUy as she could, that in his breast 
^* prepossession was not stronger than reason.^ 

Only two phrases of her letter at first divi- 
ded his sentiments. One was, ^^ thanks to 
your prudent generosity ;^ prudent ! Did this 
mean more than met the eye ? Did it contain, 
or hide, a reproach for his silence of one day i 
and was she piqued with hiin ? The next pas- 
sage was-*-^^ a day and night to reflect— per Aaj)« 
more tliaji reflect r what " more ?" — His con- 
jectures subdued him; he saw her, for a mo- 
ment, weeping away the night, alone in her 
chamber, and his own tears started at the 
picture. 

Then he read her letter again ; and all that 
portion of it which sought to save him from 
future suffering, took full hold of Kis heart. 
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An idea of her self-devotedness, self-sacrifice, 
surprized him into admiration, gratitude, and 
a return of the deepest, tenderest love; he 
flung himself on his bed ; detected the treache- 
rous wandering; started up, and again and 
again, the groans of his young heart went up 
for relief. 

We shall pass a few days, and accompany 
John to pay a formal visit at Long Hall, not 
in anger, nor yet in guilty impulse, but from a 
sedate conviction of the propriety, in every 
way, of such a step. 

He found Mr. Long in his library, looking 
pale and shaken ; but after some conversation^ 
he found Letty in the drawing-room, looking 
more pale and shaken. Prepared for his appear- 
ance, she received him with a calm smile ; and 
though blushes and tremors came in spite of 
her, she was able to conceal them from him. 
Frank sat by, his arm not yet well. The in- 
terview aimed at quiet vivacity, but was dull 
and overstrained. Frank rose to leave the 
room ; John started, like a culprit, at his mo- 
tion, and withdrew before him. 

Letty ^s appearance shocked him to the soul ; 
and though not a word had been spoken about 
it, John thought of nothing else on his way 
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home. Conclusions that he shrunk from draw- 
ing, but that he could not resist, seized upon 
his mind. She was, indeed, the sufferer more 
than he. Gracious God ! her suppressed feel- 
ings-— her choked passicn—- her despairing love 
— ^her love of him ! it was striking at her life. 
She was dying ! 

He might assist her to triumph over her 
malady : and his presence, rather than his ab- 
sence, would be the best assistance. Constant 
interviews, that would end in nothings yet that 
would accustom both to regard each other as 
simple friends; cheering conversati(Hi on topics 
she delighted in; exercise, picturesque walks 
that she was now giving up; — ^all this might 
effect a cure, and he determined to be the phy- 
sician. The notion of her weakness made him 
strong ; made him confident ; forgetful of his 
own weakness; presumptuous. 

Though he would not dream of again taking 
up his abode at Long Hall, they met, therefore, 
very often, and read or sang in the drawing- 
room, or lectured on flowers in the garden, or 
walked out, accompanied by Mr. Long or his 
nephew, to sketch; and John's hopes seemed 
crowned with success. Blushes and embar- 
ras^nent when they met, or sighs or reveries 
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when ihej viteee together, or faltering adieus, 
or pressures of the band, ^hen they parted, gave 
him, indeed, saate uneasiness on his own ac- 
count, as well as Letty^s ; but still he was braced 
and bold in virtue, and his constant prayers 
seemed ever to be answered with a promisie. 

They had strayed, one evening, into a fine 
solitary scene, Mr. Long with them, and Letty 
made some pleasing sketdies. Her uncle sug- 
gested that she and John should turn aside, 
over an embankment, to look about for a 
changed grouping of objects, which he believed 
might form a still better sketch. Both hesi« 
tated : it was the first time, since the scene in 
the drawing-room, they expected to be alone ; 
at last, Letty suddenly gave her arm, akid in a 
few seconds they lost sight of Mr. Long, and 
sauntered by the edge of a mountain stream. 
Letty set the example of talking fas;t and mueh, 
he tried to follow her ; but they soon grew tau- 
tually silent. They i^tept over a very narrow 
part of the stream, and continued their walk on 
the other side, now doubling towards the point 
fttxa which they had started. The view did 
not answer Mr. Long^s promises, and Letty 
urged a speedy return to her uncl^* It was 
again necessary to cross the stream ; but as, at 
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the place they now paused* it oould not be stept 
gyef b; Letty, John prqpoBed to carry her over : 
she refused, with a consciousness of manner that 
communicated itsdlf to him ; but catching her. 
self in error, at onee aasinned much iodiflferenoe, 
withdrew her dissent^ and was lifted up in his 
anns. 

The rash boy trembled under his feathery 
weight. As mere matter of course, her arm 
twined round his neck ; and, burning in blushes, 
that for a moment overmastered her paleness, 
he had never seen her look so enchanting. With 
tottering limbs he walked to the edge of the 
stream ; she called out to him to let her down, 
pbferving that he wa3 not able to bear her 
a(<H>9S ; and as she spoke, her eyes met his.* 

^' Ay," he answered, '* able to bear you 
acfo^s an ocean of fire ! — Letty, Letty, the 
h^rt> not the limbs are weak,^ — ^and, as he 
stept into the water, murmuring these words, 
hi3 amis, in ixreaMtifafe impulse, pressed her to 
his heart. 

*^ Set me down. Sir P she exclaimed, ^* what- 
ever may be .the consequence, set me down !^ 
— f^he staggered among the sharp stones and 
roeks^" No, no,'* in another tone, ** take care, 
take care of yourself, for mercy's sake.*' 
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When they gained the opposite bank, her 
head rested on his shoulder ; tears streamed from 
her eyes ; she sobbed, and made no eflTort to leave 
his arms. Maddened, distracted, he embraced 
her again ; she started up, and with a sudden 
eflFort, walked towards the place where her uncle 
was. At the thought of her returning, alone, 
and unassisted, he ran after her, and kept by her 
side till she had come up to Mr. Long. The now 
gathering twilight hid the agitation of both ; 
and John, making a confused apology, hastened 
home. 

The next morning Letty sent, in a book care^ 
fully sealed up, the following note : — 

** We are unmasked to each other. All our 
false pretences are torn away : all our false phi- 
losophy shown to be imposition. Now there can 
be but one course. Let us never meet again. 
Let seas, countries, oceans, worlds divide us. 
I can die away from you, as well as at your 
feet — and at your feet I should die if— No, no ! 
let us never meet in this world again. With 
our common sufferings, let us retain the virtue 
that will give us hopes of meeting in another. 
That is all we have to look to. I am dying, 
and (though I have never noticed to you) your 
brow and cheek tell me the state of your heart. 
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Farewell. I loved, and I love you above the 
earth's promise, without you; above myself; 
but also above the thought of sacrificing you 
to the terrible vengeance of the stem religion 
you proffer to me ; pard(Mi the word> that you 
conscientiously and honourably believe in. This 
you already know — fully know—- and, therefore, 
I may say it. — Farewell. We must fly to the 
world'^s extremities asunder. I will prevail on 
my dear, injured uncle to go immediately to— 
no matter where ; you need not know that.— 
Attempt not to see me— dare not. — Save us! 
it is in your power to do so. Farewell till eter- 
nity."" 

After a da/s imaginary calmness, John an- 
swered thus. - 

*^ The resolution you have taken was mine 
also. We shall, indeed, part unto eternity. 
But stir not you. Stay by your uncle^s 
side; he needs your care, and is not in 
a state for travelling. To fly, and fly far, is 
alon^ my duty* And already I have taken 
measures to leave Ireland for Spain. The 
clerical relative you have heard me speak of 
will readily assist me; and I have written to 
him on the sulgect. Indeed he spoke of it be- 
fore. I retufTi the first present you ever gave 
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me, the little ring I found in my room ; also 
your books and drawings. The flowers I had 
planted I hare torn up by the roots, as I tear 
up your memory : and I would not have them 
bloom behind mei, in my native country, in my 
father^s little garden, while no flower can ever 
more s][N*ing up in my heart. 

*^ You say you are dying. I believe, indeed, 
neither of us shall long outlive this struggle; 
but that will not be a crime ; and if God so 
wills it, and since you lore me as you say, I do 
not regret the prospect. We shall brave death 
in the performance of our duty ; and while our 
memories remain pure after us on earth, death, 
and the hope beyond the grave, will be our 
reward. No more can be expected from human 
hearts. 

^"^ Love me to the last, when I am away : I 
shall so love you. Surely this can be no sin ; 
for, in proportion as I love you, will the sacrifice 
of my love to my duties be great and acceptable. 

^^ Ay, let us part, indeed ; but not, as you 
urge it, without a parting. Do not start nor 
tremble. I have long reflected on this point ; 
and a glorious opportunity of beginning the sa- 
crifice, a hcJy one for practisii^, together, the 
sel£«triumph we are called on to mako, presents 
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itself. I shall go, this evening, in a pofit-chaise 
with mj sister Peggy, to Nenagh, so far on our 
way to Dublin : it will await me on the road» at 
the middle stile, a little after six o^dock. All 
my preparations are made. Meet me, accom- 
panied by your brother Frank, at the stile, and 
let us walk and converse one half-hour together, 
your brother, my uster, you and I ; and then 
let me take your unimpassioned hand for the 
last time. You shall see me worthy of this in- 
dulgence, and I shall see you worthy of grant- 
ing it. Farewell till six.^ ^ 

Having despatched this letter, John proceed- 
ed, amid the tears of his family, to complete his 
very last arrangements for the road. Towards 
evening, he called Peggy into his room, and 
asked her if Mr. Frank had yet proposed for 
her to her father ; Peggy, in an affliction he 
could not explain, and which alarmed him, re- 
jdied in the negative. He was about to proceed 
in the brotherly strain he felt as his duty — for 
John was now full of duties,— -when he recollected 
that Mr. Frank's arm had been ill since the very 
night they spoke on the subject ; and with but 
a few delicate cautions, which Peggy still took 
very strangely, he put an end to the^subject. 

The hour of separation from his father and 

VOL. II. c 
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m9tii«r arrived*; it will: be imagined for ua. 
Two men, preceded Mtu with his luggage to the 
leoadridie^ 'P%S7 t»ok.lit« arm as lie walked 
ftoia ( the threihold of his home; About half 
way to tho' stile, she professed^ in a hesiftaiiii^ 
memne^^ to have forgi^ttai socaetlmig ; said she 
would return for it ; and he walked oa aloiiew 

la^tde the stile, he naiet Letty and herbm- 
ther. The young gentfefliaii carried a^ fowling- 
piece, to have a shot, as b^ expressed it^skt 
w-hatever might eome in die way. He alfio* took 
from a side-pocket a pair of traveUing pistols,^ of 
which he begged John's acceptanoe^ The youBg 
priest refused themy with a smile aft- thdv urn- 
lessness to him ; but liis friend waa poli/lidQr 
pressing, saying, as his joonvey was a^k^gtae, 
he did not know when they nnght he usefo), 
and John accepted l^em; laying them on. a 
bank where all were now sitting, ia expeetatokm 
i^f Peggy*s iffriTel* 

..The lovers began their interview in rltov^ 
MwcQ^, indeed, Uiey had sternly pronnsed to enoh 
^pther'ti breasts ; -and neitlier tretabled until Ihe 
jiostrcbaise was hearcl aniring^i on the vtfAd near 
.^m* JFohn then expressed his surpriseatF^- 
•(gy'^ delay ^; aad F^ankiolattJb«red upaattwfi- 
i^^ilce.t^ lopk out fbrher^ But ^^ ^ did mttkyet 



C6in» m view/' he stod, <' although the twilight 
might liide her figure.'^ Then looking in ano- 
thef direction, he cried oat-^^^ A fox ! I must 
baive a i^ot at hnn P**«-and di8B|ypeared before 
John 6r Letty coukl urge him to remain. 

Upon thus finding themselves alone^ they 
sho«A& like condemned criminals. They were 
silent. They arose, and stept apart, affecting 
to be engaged in looking out for Frank or 
Peggy. The sudden report of Frank^s fowling- 
|Nece was heard. Letty bounded as if its con- 
tents had been levelled at her heart*— then tot- 
tered, aiAl was falling. John caught her in his 
anns. Absolutely overpowered, she clung to 
him« Again he returned her embrace ! 

In bnt a few moments more he was rush- 
ing, haggard and wild, out of the little retreat. 
He had started from his blaspheming knees, 
tearing his hair j foaming,-— »a maniac. The pistols 
given him by Framk lay in his way. He snatch- 
ed them up, with a cry of mad joy, and ran for- 
ward, in the impulse of but removing himself 
from her sight, and then putting an end to his 
own life. A stifled laugh sounded close to his 
eaiv-^he turned, expecting to see standing pal* 
pasble before him, the triumphant enemy of 
' maii^ Maggy Nowlan, now showing no 6ymp- 

c 2 
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torn of laughter, confronted him at the turn 
from the dell. 

" Stop, priest John !** she cried, " I was 
lookin'* for you to tell you a sacret ; last night» 
your sister Peggy lost herself to a friend of 
yours, and they are now hard by together, an"* 
she on her knees, beggin' him to make her an 
honest woman.^ 

His random suspicions of the day burst in his 
already ra^ng breast. 

" Bring me to them !'*' he gasped. 

" This way, then ;*" and Maggy walked on. 

" Salve et benedicite, brother,*" interrupted 
the steady tones of Friar Shanaghan, stopping 
his " poor grey,*' at the road-side, in view of 
John. The madman uttered another ^hout, 
sprang back to the road, stuffing the pistdls 
into his breast, clasped the astonished old man 
by the hand, then seized his al*m. and cri^ 
out — " Down from your saddle, Sir !-a^own, 
quickly !"" 

" Why, and whither, man ?'' ' 

" To do a good deed ! to save sbtils ! — Hea- 
ven sends you ! dowri, down ! — ^Kfe and ^'death 
are in it ! down!"* ' ' • •' 

He forced him down, and tHe old friar, thtis 
exhorted, allowed himself to bl^'huiVied along. 
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Again John met Maggy ; again called on her 
to lead the 3¥ay. 

*^ Only on one promise do I lade either of 
you,^ she answered ; " promise — swear ! — that 
you will not tell him I warned you." 

" We swear by ten thousand heavens and 
hells — go on r 

" Thelre they are, then," resumed Maggy, 
pointing to a gap in a field, as she retreated far 
from the ^coming scene. 

John dragged in the friar, and saw, indeed, 
Peggy kneeling to Mr. Frank, and with the 
wildest energy, urging him to something, while 
he stood over her in an impassioned but stern 
attitude. 

" Villain P screamed John Nowlan, bursting 
between them ; " right her this moment ! here 
is your own pft to make you," presenting the 
pistols ; " and here is the priest God has sent 
to help you.'* 

Peggy started, screanung, from her knees, 
calling on him to hold his hand and his pur- 
pose ; Frank, shrinking back, utterly confound- 
ed, asked what he meant. The friar laid his 
hand on his arm. John sprang aside : ^* Touch 
ine not, sir r he roared ; " let no man venture 
that ! l^ut proceed, in your duty, to make this 
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guilty pair man and wife ; or, by the Heaven 
we have all outraged, you shall be my victim, 
before I shoot him and her, and then destroy 
myself! Take her hand, seducer, vilhdn f she 
already wears a ring-— that will do ! take Iier 
hand I say, or — ^ 

*' John Nowlan ! brother !'' interrupted Peg* 
gy, again dropping on her knees to him ; ^^ why 
do you ask this? what terrible madness has 
come over you ?'' 

^^ The madness that is necessary for this ! 
Up, woman, and stand by his side ! one of our 
father^s children, at least, shall have a good 
name after this night, a patched-up good name, 
may be, but no matter ; up ! or as sure as the 
same mother bore us, I will kill you at my 
feet !" He held the pistol to her head; it pl;e$- 
sed her forehead ; she sprang up; still pointing 
the pistols at her and Frank, he continued to 
roar for the office erf the friar. 

^^ Let the madman have his way,^ said 
Frank cooUy, after a pause, and he took Peg* 
gy^s hand; she sthiggled, and ^^ Hear me, 
John r she cried ; ^ I wish not thi% I — ^ 

" Not another word !" he exclaimed. All 
further opposition seemed not only useless, but 
really dangerous, to a degree too horrible to 



cQiit«3a|llilte; io vain did the friwr try to ^i;^ 
his voice ; in vain did Feggy add^ — " BfPth^, 
brotheify you are ruinii^ me T At the maniac^s 
still increaniDg throatSi the old eccleeiaBtic.dxev 
out lus. missal^ and, in a few moisentey Mr, 
Frank and Pe^y Nowlan were marcied* 

" That will do, I wish ye joy T resumed 
John, wbw the suddea ceremony was over: 
^' good^b^ye, sister ; brother Frank, goodrb'y^*^ 
shaking, their hands; ^^ and now for my own 
luck ; you ^11 hwe of me if ye do not hear from 
me : good night P 

He was rushing fix)m them : '^ John ! John T 
cried Peggy, ^^ throw down the pistols C she 
ran after him, and a second time fell at his 
feet 

He stopped a moment. His glaring eyeis 
darted into hers. He flung the pistols far over 
her head; kissed her cheek, and finally dis* 
appeared from his overwhelmed mter. A few 
bounds brought him back to the poor Letty« 
She reclined, senseless^ on - the earth. He 
caught her up in his arms, muttering— -^^ And 
now no tie but that one which crime has tied» 
which hell binds close 1 No lot but your lot, 
my victim 1 Here lowly you shall not lie, to be 
spumed and scorned of all, and I the undoer ! 
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Come, I can yet sacrifice myself with you! 
The father's and mother's curse, the curse of 
that church whose fallen minister I am, the 
shouts of the world, shall follow me ; still we 
shall be one ! Come, Letty l"^ he ran with her 
to the post-chaise, lifted her into the seat his 
sister Peggy was to have ocdupied ; was whirled 
vff on his road to Dublin, and seven years 
elapsed before any positive tidii^ of John 
Nowlan readied his native place, witfal the ex- 
ception of a circumstance known o^ly 40 the 
old clergyman, Mr^ Kennedy, which that gen- 
.tleman never divulged. 
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CHAPTER II. 

HiiD we to rehearse a story woven out of our 
own brains, imagination, unable or unwilKng 
to recognize any plausibility in the stem truths 
of real life, would,- perhaps, have rejected the 
sudden catastrophe of the last chapter ; and, 
even allowing John and Letty finally to commit 
crime, have invented some more gradual pro- 
gress to it. The lovers of beautiful fiction may 
eKclaim against their fall at the very moment 
when they had braced themselves in virtue, and 
only met to prove to each other how straight 
and how firmly they could walk their path. 
-But human nature, sudi as it is known to 
those who study it, miist be an appeal from 
possible censure in this instance. Temptations 
that have long borne hard, and often made a dis- 
tinct, though unweleomed impression, are not 
to be set at bay by any other means than total 
estrangement from the object or opportunity 

c 5 
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that has set them on. In the presence of that 
object or opportunity^ Will^ however previous- 
ly made up and determined, may, in one second, 
be dethroned and trampled down. We prose, 
oi> we sermcmize ; but, in illustration of the oft- 
repeated, though oft-forgotten theory, cannot the 
sagest reader recollect cmy slight case in which he 
has made the identical slip he had spent much 
preparation to avoid ? Crime is not meant ; the 
most trivial counteracticm of ♦* re-resolved" rea- 
son, by a momentary pressure of old tempta- 
tion, will suffice-i-indeed, more than suffiee-;-*- 
for, as it is ordained that the greater the sin 
the irreater shall be the temptation to commit 
it ; L, as in the in,t«.ce »^rded, the »n «>d 
the passion accordingly balanced each oth&t,; 
so, if but an ordinary infatuation has over- 
thrown the wisest plans of the wisest reader, 
an extraordinary one must have had equal 
power, more power, over the best resolves of 
this poor boy and girl. 

At the utmost speed the unhaj^y young pair 
were whirled in the post-chaise to Nenagh. We 
believe Letty was half sensible of being lifted 
by John into the vehicle ; but she made no re- 
sistance; she even showed no consciousneast 
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He hdd her in Im dtdingonM, na ttoy vow 
sat together; stiU she raMined fiaflvhre n&d 
modoiiless ; her head hangitig towards t)ie eor> 
ner of the didse, or fiiQing on hk shoixlder. 
Night closed; he could not see her; and yet 
she stiived not. It suddenly struck him that 
she was dead; but he did not start at the 
thought ; nor call out to st»p the chaise ; nor 
utter a cry ; the wretched youth only smiled to 
himself. His feeling could not be understood, 
wese it e^eu well-defined ; it is left then, in the 
darkness and confusion tiiat gave it birth. 

Thus, without moving or speakings they 
gained Nenagh« The horn of a night coach 
was heard coming to the inn-door. The driver 
tc^d him he could have two seats for Dublin^ 
and asked should he change his luggage from 
the^aise. John calmly answered him. The 
man re->appeared, saying the coach was about to 
start, and offering his assistance to remove the 
lady. John fiercely turned horn him, caught 
her up, suddenly and unassisted, ahd with some 
difficulty, removed her himself. 

** Is the lady very sict, Sir P''- enquired a 
surly old gentleman, as, after much squeezing 
among well-wrapt knees, broad shoulders, 
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elbows squared, and heads vearing white night- 
eap6, John plained her in the corner of a " six- 
iBdde;' 

" Very; Sir;" imagining he answered a com- 
miserating perscm* ■ 

" Then wouldn't it be more comfortable to 
you and her, Sir, to travel alone, than for us 
to travel with you ?^ continued the man. 

"Answer your question your own way, -Kr,'' 
growled John Nowian. 

" Guard I'' cried the knowing stage-coacher, 
thi*usting his head out at the window. The 
moving woolsack appeared at the door. 

^' Do you mean that I am to travel in your 
coach to Dublin, with a sick and dying body 
cheek by jowl ^ith me ?** 

*^ Rascal !^^ exclaimed John, and was starting 
•from his seat to seize the old barbarian, when, 
to his utter surprize — ^horror^ — Tietty roused 
herselt^— caught his arm^ and said, scarcely ar- 
ticulate — ** I aim n<8it very ill, Sir ; I am ooily**- 
onlv'' — and burst into tears. 

Even the crabbed seMshness of a cruel-heart- 
ed old man melt<^ at befr:V%>ice'mid her sorrow ; 
apologies weiie instaDtlyktiadeitb.' John and tier ; 
the pert voices of two youilgep 'passengers broke 
out ih assurances of saHisfaotkm aiad good wish- 



es; the guat^i ifisftppeMredto hifir plaoey the 
lunm sounded,, the drrrer^^ i»^ip cimisk^^ aod 
John proceeded on his. journey, half-thinkiog^ 
even anad thediaos wiithii;! faim-^* So this is 
our first welcome among mankind.^ 

After Letty had spoken, she sank back in 
the eoimer of the coach, cuverijog her face, 
although it wad pitch^ark, with some loose 
drapery ; and did not utter another word du- 
ring the remainder of the journey : nor did 
John mice addcess her. He did not now even 
hold h^ infais arras: and she seemed to shrink 
from his tx)ueh» 

The nighty the dreary, horrible night wore 
OB, unaotioed and uncared for. Without wea- 
riness, without a tear, without a thought, John 
satlTy the' side^ of his poor partner in guilty in 
misery^ and< in ^despair. If, as his unwinking 
eyes< stixdned through the blank at the window, 
peroeptkm brought^ now and then, a notice of 
any thing to his* mind, it was only to encourage 
the mood that was upon him. The howling of 
the midtti^t' wind over the black bogs of 
Tipperary v ^he . gusty beating of the raixi 
agailial ithaiglasd; the feeble glimmering of 
laat^CTi»L<«lAf^/ihe .doors of miser^iUe inna or 
cabtds^of^^thi^ ;i39ttob/ stopped to change horses, 
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and the miserable, half-dr^sed, gfaoet-like, 
figures, roused otaiX of their Bleep, who vagud^y 
appealed «nd disappeared in the. dreary light 
and engulphii^ darkness; sueh circinostances 
or sights, if at ail observed by John Nowlao, 
could only tend to answer, in an oujtward 
prospect, the inward horror of his soul. 

When the first ray of grey dawn entered dte 
coach windows^ he found himself pulling hb 
hat over his eyes; then glancing at Letty^s 
face, which was still covered, and then fear- 
fully around him, into the faces of the other 
passengers: — and thought of her, because for 
her, now at last began to break his trance, 
and, folding his arms hard, he fell back in 
his seat. 

The two younger passeng<ers awoke, yawning, 
shrugging, and pulling off^ one a night-cap^ 
the other a smart f ur^cap ; and turned to him 
and Letty, expressing hopes that they had 
found themselves comfortable during the night. 
John scarcely answered^ Letty did not breathe. 
They spoke to each other of causes pending in 
Chancery and the Common-pleas and the 
King's-Bench ; and of "latitats,'' writs, de- 
clarations, pleas, plaintiffs, and defendants; 
plainly indicating, to any one that would pay 
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attentiMi) that they were two rifling yovoig 
attornies from limerick, going up to term: 
but our poor friends were fldll abstracted, and 
the mirly <dd fellow was still asleep, or, the 
better to avoid any talk' <^ his fcMrmer rudeness, 
pretended to be so. They changed the topic, 
and — ^in the acceptation of the term among 
yong Limerick attorniee who knew town- 
waxed witty: evidently exhibiting, with a 
polite intent^ to interest the lady whose face 
they could not see. Practical joking, (now that 
people began to pass along the road) which, to 
any one that can enjoy it, is the life of an Irish 
stage, went on among those of their friends 
and acquaintances who, as they expressed 
it, had *^ endorsed the coach,** and they 
contributed as mudi as they could : still no one 
but themselves took the least notice of their 
devemess. John scarce heard or heeded any 
thing ; or, if he did hear and heed, it was only 
to loathe it. Even tranquil, rational happiness 
he would have loatfaed ; and how must he have 
fdt affected by mere trifling? The chastest 
wit would have played round him in vain ; bow 
must he have relished buffoonery ? 

The coach entered Dublin. Streets and hig^ 
booses dosed around him ; other nigbt-coaobes 
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passed him coming ' in from - the eonlitry ; or 
day-coact]68 whisked by starting from tcyvn. In 
the trstding and mamifactarin^ distriet of the 
metropolis by whidi he entered, that of James- 
street and Thomas^^reet, groups of ^^ opera- 
tives^ were akeady in motion towards the {Aaoes 
of their daily occupatian ; the early ctiiss wefe 
sung or screamed aloud ; carts, drays, and'such 
vehicles ground their way over 'the stones; 
from different public-houses, the voices c^ very 
late or very early tipplers now and then came 
in vehement accents; every thing gave him 
the novel sensation of a morning in a* great 
city. To the young person whoi^ for the first 
time, experiences sudi a sensation, it Inringsk— 
no matter how calm may be his mind and 
breast, how certain and soothing his prospects 
— depression rather than excitement; a bleak 
strangeness seems around Mm : he doubts and 
shrinks more than he admires or wonders ; he 
is in a solitude, unlike the remdte sdikudes he 
has quitted ; in soUtode with men, ifiot natnve ; 
without the face of nature to cheer him. Bttt, 
added to this common dej^^ssion, Joiin Nowlan 
felt remorse for the past^ despair of the present, 
terror of the future. First*4iis distvacted spe- 
culations only made on his own acooutit,<'^e 



«aw himself sunk ia-.iprHiie|. hb. out/9fi9l Aipmg 
meu, ' pooFj }iiapelea% W^eiSii^ S7rr|U8.ii0«^ glanced 
to I^^tly^ arid b^..fiUrt«<lito find hi9^itliQMg)b^tfl 
^)peiifMed withoi^ber; be sbuddeced to behold 
jberat his.side.s to b^ld hei: torn by bim from 
^xsipkj namei and aMuepoa, aad dependent on 
^jim, alene^ for future protection, for mere ex- 
ibbonjoei; qo him who was unable to protect hiro- 
icitf<; who 'had no earthly means of shielding 
.bia own outcast head from poverty, shame, 
mm ; and. who <lared not now even call on God 
to intei*poae between him and his crime and 
punishment. < 

The passepgeiB left. the coach, and the waiter 
of^ il^kyit^d him to descend before John heard 
or u|)deirstood tb^ request. Still he was obliged 
.jtOs^-oLetty in Ms arms into t&e hotel: she 
. speared ahnost as helpless as ever. The 
.youn^ attorniea and the cross old gentleman 
eyed bim and her .from top to toe, as he bore 
her tluH3Mgh thi^]^!^. and, had his observation 
bpen ae^te,;.);;^ mif^ht have seen many a leer 
aad gruame^.ilpon timx ftatures, as well as 
thoso' of the ,wa^teit9> oallfd up by his clerical 
dressy, pilti^iietilHrU.aiui'quastionable situation. 
lAgtthi ihl^'lNraititesiwiifted at each other aa, in 
<ateii«. Ibal dua^od/^itlk of the self-confidence 



of an eKfegriemed inavdUer, he requested a bc4- 
dliainber £c^ the lady. A female attendant ap^- 
peared, however; Letty retired with her; and 
then John rapid^ left the Hoyal Hiha*niaB 
hotel, Dawaon-Btreet) in prosecution of acwf 
plans he had calmly, aa he thought, within th«^ 
last few hours, • determined upon. Turning 
down 6raftan*street into CoU^e Crreen> opd 
thence over Carlisle Bridge into SackviUe^treet, 
he gazed from house to house, only ansious to 
find open shops of a particular kind, and un* 
interested by the fine city prospect about him, 
indeed unconscious of it; Few shops of any 
kind were, however, yet opened ; and for nearly . 
two hoars he tralked about the streets, awaiting 
the leisure of the Dublin shopmen And ap- 
prentices, who had no motive to leave their 
well-esteemed beds before the hour preat^bed 
by their masters. At last they began to take 
down their window->shutters, and John entered 
a ready-made clothes shop; purcha^ a suit 
that did not show a bit of black ; put it on in 
the back parlour, into which, at his request, the 
young man had ushered him^ and-walked out 
among the awaking crowds of Dublin, so far 
disguised from their most dreaded scrutiny. 
Beautifully closing the perspective of Sadcville^ 



THE XOWLAlfS. 43 

. Street, he saw the steeple of George^s Church ; 
he knew it must bdoug to a Protestant place of 
wotship ; and, in furtherance of his most impor- 
tant {dan, John hastily walked towards it. 
Arriving before the churchy (a little architectural 
gem,) he proceeded to make enquiries for the 
residence of the clergyman, which he supposed 
nrast be in the neighbourhood ; and, after much 
trouble, was at last directed to his house. 

At his request for an interview upon par- 
tienlar business, an amiable old gentleman 
appeared. In a few words, which sounded 
with a startling abruptness and energy, he 
stated that between himself and a young lady, his 
<x»mpaaiion in town, crime and misery had taken 
place : that they were obliged to fly from their 
friends in the country, had arrived in Dublin 
that morning, and now besought the clergy- 
man to confer upon them the only consolation 
their sorrow and remorse could admit ; to mlury 
them. After some questions that evinced a due 
sympathy in the case, the clergyman said be 
should but attend, with all despatch, to the ne- 
cessary preliminaries, and at once meet his re- 
quest. John^s face showed the only gleam of 
relief that bad latdy visited it. He pressed 
the old gentleman to name an hour ; " Twelve 
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o^clock,^ he was answered. " Could it not be 
aooner ?^ Impossible. " Well, he was most 
thankful f^ and he rose to take his leave, widi- 
out naming a place of meeting. The clergy- 
man now spoke of seeing him and his lady in 
the church. John clasped his hands, and beg- 
ged him not to insist on that ; the poor young 
-iady was too ill, she could not stir out. The 
clergyman paused; but, with a benevolait 
smile, said he would, in that case, call at the 
hotel; and his suitor, eloquent in thanks, left 
the house. 

" It is the only step I can now take,'' thought 
John, as he walked rapidly through street after 
street, he did not know where,—" the only one : 
fihe is a Protestant, and this will help to bring 
her to some peace with herself; it will give 
some little relief, no matter how little. Accord- 
ing to her creed, my vows ca^ form no bar ; 
and even the laws of the land make it a good 
marriage. As for myself, and my own creed and 
obligations, why, it is but heaping blasphemy 
upon blasphemy, sacrilege upon sacrilege. Well, 
no matter about me ; I have destroyed her, and 
the least satisfaction I can offer is my own de- 
struction at her feet ; and I am bound to cheer 
her present despair, and to guard her future lot, 
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by any means, earths henvvn, or hell, can sug- 
gest. I have chosen my. fate; I have made it, 
and it must be gone through ; it shall be gone 
dirough : from this hour let me be as forgotten 
by myself, as I am shaken off by the world ; let 
gie live and die only for her ; suffer and perish 
here, and for ever, so I but help her to a Conso- 
lation. . Come, there are other things to do ; 
come, come, no drooping, no tardiness, no neg- 
lect of a moment.^ 

It was biit nine o^clock : he had to wait 

three hours ere he could meet Letty with the 

d^rgyman, and without him he dared not meet 

'hear ; to that resolution he had. tied down his 

soBil.-. But she- must not be left uninformed 

jAfmtfhv^, itk the mean time. So he strove to 

retrace his- steps into the more bustling parts of 

bhe tofwn ; ■ enquined his way to a tavern, called 

for breahfiist, of which he oould not touch a 

' mouthful ; seized a sheet of paper, wrote her a 

■)line, saying, that he was engaged on business 

'whicb eonioerqed tbem both, and which would 

Itiot allowinra^'to wait joa her till noon; sent it 

'by a ^ messenger ('proonDed by the waiter; paid 

lor the onteuefaisd bieaUfast^ and once more sal- 

\ bed fbrthi into the stitcets. . 

<'j To a'goldfl3iith.'s*6bop John next bent his 
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steps, and asked for a wedding-ring. The mt^n 
enquired the ^e ; John recollected the ring he 
had so long worn round his neck, and so lately 
returned, selected one that he believed was 
about its compass, purchased it, together witli 
its guard, clasped both in his pahn, and amid 
the titters of the shopman and his bojs, huriled 
out* 

More than two hours were yet to elapse, before 
he could face towards the hotel. Again he wan- 
dered, he did not know nor care whither. Pass- 
ing through a private street, a person, he thought 
he should recognise, stopped at a hall-door op^ 
posite to him, and knocked^ Another look con«- 
vineed him; it was, indeed,. his old xeverend 
friend and relative, Mr. Kennedy. While he 
looked, and as the door opened, the clergyman 
started and glanced towards him. John felt as 
if cleft by a thunderbolt. His face turned 
down, he expected every instant the approach 
of his old guide and patron ; but it seemed that 
Mr. Kennedy refused to believe the suggestion 
of John^s identity, which his first ^ance and 
start intimated ; the dianged dress, the untikely 
situation, must have baffled him, fw the door 
sounded as if heavily shot to. John ventured 
to peep up; th^ clergyman had retired into the 
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house. He turned, walked a tew steps very 
^owly, gained the comer of a cross street^ there 
began to run forward with all his speed, got 
into otfaei: streets, still more private and silent, 
#ithoUt knowing it, upon the Circular Road, 
thence into the Phoenix Park, and under shelter 
of a cluf&p of trees, there cast himself upon 
the grass. 

It W«»uld be superfluous to display his feel- 
ingft ; every reader will comprehend them. He 
was roused from his trance by a near clock 
striking eleven, and the chimes for a quarter. 
Starting up, and examining his watch, he saw^ 
indeed, he had but three quarters of an hour to 
g^t to the hotel, and keep his most important 
a'ppointment. He staggered to the gate of the 
Parky ^nqxiiring his way to Dawson-street. The 
people ttkd him he was very far away from it. 
Again he ran along the Circular Road ; found 
himself in the town ; turned into street after 
street, without asking any proper direction, or 
without tiiinking of a hackney coach : as he 
rushed by a stand of them, however, a Dublin 
jfarvey hailied him, and after som^ trouble made 
him understand the nature of the service offered. 
Johii gladly bounded into the crazy maehine ; 
ginned the steps of his hotel a few minutes 
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before twelve ; looked up and down the street 
for the clergyman ; precisely at the appointed 
moment saw him approach ; accompanied him 
iDtp a waitijig-roora, and then, paunng to 
compose himself, slowly adcended. to Letty^s 
chamber. 

He tapped at her door; no voice sounded in 
answer: he tapped again, all was sileot: seiz- 
ing the handle in much alarm, he entered, 
and, at the remote end of a large apartment, 
saw her kneeling, her back turned, in earnest 
prayer. He started, and stood motionless. 
Letty did not seem aware of his presence, but, 
her hands clasped, and her head raised, conti- 
nued to pray. Still John stood without moving; 
without a loud breath ; but he shook from top 
to toe ; and, his feelings at last exhausting him, 
he staggered against the wall. Then she looked 
round, and, seeing him, buried her face in the 
bed. He manned himself, stept softly towards 
her, gently took her hand, placed in it the wed- 
ding-ring, and in a solemn tone said, "The 
Protestant clergyman is in waiting.*" 

She looked at the ring, again hid her face, 
groaned dolefully, but, in a few seconds, rose 
up, snatched a white veil that lay near her, 
threw it over her head and neck, and, without 
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▼enturing a glance at John, took his arm, and 
walked with him to the waiting-room. 

The moment the door opened she curtsied, 
profoundly and lowKly, not rairing her eyes 
from the ground, and advanced with John into 
the middle of the floor, both scarce able to 
move. The good clergyman, fully understand- 
ing the scene, spoke only few words, and those 
few of the gentlest accents, but at once opened 
his book, and performed th^ marriage service ; 
his serviint standing by as a witness. John and 
Letty did not know the ceremony was over, 
when, taking their hands, he caused them to 
confront each other, as he said, ** Salute one 
another, my poor children ; wife, behold your 
husband ; husband, behold your wife.^ 

Letty at last looked up, pale, shivering, and 
in blinding tears ; she saw John stand with ex- 
tended arms: shrieking, she cast herself iipon 
his neck, and was clasped- to his despairing 
heart, and their united sobs were soon echoed 
by the clergyman : until, as he tried to lead the 
sinking girl to a seat, she dropped, fainting, at 
her husband^s feet. 

When recalled to her senses, the former 
scene was renewed. The poor young pair 
again dung to each other, sobbing aloud, and 

VOL. II. D 
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continuing to pour forth the first shower of 
blessed tears that had come to melt the hardness 
of their sorrow. Now and then Letty mur- 
mured, " I knew it — I expected it. — I knew 
you would immolate yourself, John, to your 
wretched Letty. — I knew I was to be your 
ruin !" — and he only replied — " My joy ! my 
only joy and hope, you mean ! — my only life — 
my pride — my own Letty — ^my wife ! my wife, 
dearly loved, and honoured for ever !'' 

The clergyman, again taking their hands, 
withdrew. Hours lapsed while they still re- 
mained weeping in each other^s arms. It was a 
miserably happy nuptial day ; a day and even- 
ing of delightful anguish ; of terrible enjoy- 
ment. She clung to him, now in a sense of vir- 
tue somewhat restored, as her sole earthly good ; 
— all other good— every one and. every thing 
lost for him ; and a hope of the future, by his 
side, springing up in her heart: he clung to 
her with a conscience unrelieved, a remorse un- 
soothed, a future uncalculated or dreaded, and 
yet with a surpassing pity and love, an obli- 
vion of self thiat humanized even the black visage 
of despair, and made him determined, if not 
content, to think this world and the next " well 
lost*" upon her bosom. He felt the joy of fren- 
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zj, the secret of despair, that sends the poor 
suicide to the bed destined to be drenched in 
his blood, smiling upon the hard-crammed pie^ 
tol, which, at a certain hour* is to give him his 
supposed triumph overonisery. 
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CHAPTER III. 

I 

They did not stir out for days, haying no 
business, and totally uninterested about the at> 
traction of their novel situation in a large city. 
John further felt unwilling to go out, lest he 
should meet Mr. Kennedy. From morning to 
night they sat, then, by each other'^s side ; al- 
most as silent, too, as they were inactive ; for 
not a word was spoken of the past or the fu- 
ture ; not a word about Letty^s uncle, or about 
John^s family, or the vows he had broken, 
or the common ruin of both. They even 
thought very little ; they were afraid to think. 
But, of the two, Letty thought most. A$ 
John had anticipated, she looked with no 
horror on his entering into the marriage state, 
in the face of obligations her conscience did 
not represent as binding ; and Letty hoped her 
uncle might yet half forgive her elop^nent, 
and that John, aided by his friendship and in-.- 
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t&cest, might get on in the world. She took it 
as granted, that, with his priesf s vows, he had 
dianged his religion; the selecting a Protest*- 
ant clergyman to marry them, confirmed her ; 
he had talents of, she believed, the first order ; 
some learning too ; a manner and address cal- 
culated to fascinate ; her uncle certainly liked 
him ; her brother Frank admired him ; and, on 
the whole, poor Letty's heart began to lighten 
with hope ; and, upon the first afternoon John 
left her alone, she wrote two letters, one to Mr. 
Long, another to Frank, confessing her mar- 
riage, praying pardon and mercy, and throwing 
herself and her husband on their indulgence^ 

John went out in a difierent frame of mind. 
For him there was no hope. He had not 
given up his religious creed. He was still a 
Roman Catholic: nay, according to the ordi- 
nance of his church, and his own continued be- 
lief, still a Roman Catholic priest, living in a 
monstrous state of sin, against all laws and 
authority. Letty might suppose they were 
married ; he knew they were not married ; he 
knew they never could be: and though he 
indulged her illusion, partly in furtherance of 
his plan to sacrifice every thing to her happi- 
ness—his own thoughts, feelings, despair, the 



54 THE NOWLANS. 

truth, as well as himself — still he distinctly 
felt, that while, in his own person, he stood a 
renegade, a giver of dreadful scandal, a blas- 
phemer, an outcast, and a marked sheep, she 
led with him a life of partaken sin, and was, 
in fact, no more than his mistress. Do what 
he might, he could not prevent that. Immo- 
late himself as he might, he believed he dared 
never call her his wife; and his blood curdled at 
the thought. It was the most horrible thought 
of all, because it involved her ; because, even 
while he gave himself up to ruin for her sake, 
she really derived no advantage from the sacri- 
fice : he could not pray to God to bless her as 
a married woman. 

But, upon this day, he walked into the 
streets with an additional cause of despair. A 
voice had called him forth to think in solitude — 
a voice he durst not resist — ^the awful one^of 
the future. It fell on John^s heart like the 
mutter of approaching desolation. He heard 
it coming on, as the spell-bound in a hideous 
dream await, wordless, and shivering, the pro- 
gress of some chimera monster, whose grasp 
is to crush and destroy. He knew not the 
world, no more than the world knew him; 
and where to face, or how to turn himself 
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for the support — ay, the common support — of 
the unconscious partner of his crime, John had 
no more notion than a sprawling infant in the 
streets might have how to escape the cart-wheel 
that rolled on to grind over his little helpless 
carcass. Yet there she was by his side; a 
young, gentle, delicate creature^ reared in lux- 
ury and elegance ; unacquainted with even the 
name of want : and as he turned, in miserable 
smiles, to walk out and think of her and for 
her this day, he found, after settling his hotel 
bill, that of the unusually ample purse supplied 
by his poor family for his voyage to Spain, 
oilly a few pounds were left. Willing he was 
to exert himself ; but how ? His nerves strained 
to be set to work ; but at what ? 

He wandered in the direction whither he had 
been led upon the first morning of his arrival in 
Dublin, and once more entered the Phenix Park. 
Seeking one of its wild little solitudes, he sat 
down, determined to think. Deep as was his de* 
spair, no extravagance was now in his mood or his 
actions. He did not, as before, cast himself on 
the ground, nor groan, nor shed a tear. The 
wretch, when his death sentence is pronounced, 
may shrink, or faint away ; yet he can after- 
wards walk firmly to the gallows, and ascend it 
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without much visible emotion; and thus was 
John Nowlan at present sobered, by familiarity 
with the fate, which, at its first view, made him 
frantic. 

Calmly, therefore, he sat down to reflect and 
plan. The impulse to throw himself upon his 
Igiees and pray, more than once occurred, but 
he Qhecked it. From him, he believed, prayer 
would not only be blasphemous, but useless. 
Before he durst breathe one aspiraticm to, 
heaven, his present connexion with Letty must 
be dissolved and that wa^ impossible. 

It also occurred to him to write home for a£»- 
sistance to his mother, or to his sister Peggy ; 
but a second thought decided against this step 
too. He had separated himself from them as 
well as from God. He could no longer be any 
thing to them, nor they to him. He must 
struggle through his fate, without a friend on 
earth or in heaven. *^ Ay," he added, ** I 
have made mv bed, and must lie on it.^ 

Centring his thoughts, then, on what he 
might possibly do by himself, he got before 
him, with more method than a few weeks pre- 
viously he could have done, his present situ- 
ation, his chance of future employment, and the 
best steps to be taken in setting himself to 
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. work. Pounds, shillings, and pence, were inn 
duded in his calculations ; he even took out a 
pencil and a piece of paper, emptied his purse 
into his hand, and summed up how long, ac- 
cording to a certain system of economy, he had 
a chance of not starving, before he should suc- 
ceed in obtaining a situation. 

After hours of patient and minute arrange- 
ment, he arose, determined on a little train of 

^action. Alarmed by the extravagance of the 
hotel bill, he first resolved to seek some more 
humble place of readence. As he slowly walk- 
ed homeward, through an outlet called Phibs- 
bordugh, notices of ^^ Furnished Lodgings^^ 
caiight his eye, posted on the windows of some 
small, but neat and deanly-looking houses. 
He entered more than one; even here the 
terms seemed too high for his means. At last 
be inspected a single room, accommodated with 
a turn-up bed^ which, in the day-time, was con- 
trived to look like a sofa ; and though he disliked 
the persons who showed it, and the room it- 
sdf, neat and tidy as it was, still the rent came 
within his views, and John engaged the lodg- 
ings, provided his lady should like them. 

Proceeding still, homeward, he debated how 
he should dispose of his watch, as he had de- 

j> 5 
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tcsmined to add whatever it would produce to 
bis little stock-purse ; indeed, it was already in- 
cluded in bis calculations. Knowing little of 
tbe trade of pawnbrokers, be tbougbt his he^t 
way would be to offer tbe article at a watch- 
maker's, and be was looking out for a shop of 
this description, when a placard of " Money 
lent,^' attracted his notice. The announcement 
puzzled him in the first instance ; he was really 
simple enough to debate the question of its 
being a benevolent offer to assist the needy : 
at all events he entered the house, handed hi^ 
watch at tbe counter, and received for it about 
a third of what he had calculated. But then 
he understood this was only a loan ; and trying 
to feel cmitented, he hurried to Dawson-atreet, 
most anxious about breaking to Letty, in tbe 
best manner, his proposed change to Fhibsbo- 
rough ; uneasy, on her account, at his long ab- 
sence, and, in the midst of all his blacker feel* 
ings, experiencing the tendere^t yearning of the 
heart, once more to see before hiqp, and to clasp 
in his arms, the poor devoted one who sat so 
solitary in her chamber, dependent on him alone 
for society and happiness. 

Letty met him at the door of her apartment, 
with outstretched arms, and a happier face and 
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freer manner than she had lately shown; her 
mind was lightened by writing her letters to her 
uncle and brother, and, as we have seen, hope 
fluttered in her* heart. She had made her toi* 
let, too, with more than usual care ; John saw 
her dressed in one of the gowns he had pur- 
diased for her; altogether, while she looked 
perhaps more beautiful than ever, his feelings 
for her took a peculiar turn of fondness and de* 
yotion ; and he folded her to his breast in 
murmurs of melancholy delight. 

As evening approached, he studied to shape, 
in the most delicate way, the announcement of 
a change of abode ; but the words stuck in his 
throat : he knew the lodgings he had selected 
were too humble for Letty^s former rank, tastes, 
and comforts ; and he durst not explain why 
she was not to be introduced to better lodg- 
ings ; he durst not speak to her of pecuniary 
matters yet. 

But Letty saved all his feelings on this sub- 
ject She had reflected as much as he during 
the day, and started her own plans, and taken 
her own resolutions. 

** Dearest John,^ she said, as thej sat side 
by fflde before dinner, " perfect confidence 
should exist between all married persons, and 
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especially between us, on account of our pecu* 
liar situation. You know I have no property 
in my own right, or at my own immediate dis- 
posal, and I know you are similarly circunir- 
stanced ; and until our friends think of forgiv- 
ing and assisting us, of which I do not despair, 
whatever little funds we possess between us 
should be known to both, and all placed in 
your hands : so, dear John,^' as she hid her 
face on his neck, ^^ keep this little purse for 
me ; it is the amount of a half-year's pocket- 
mcHiey allowed by my generous unde, and I 
brought it out upon that evening — ^the evening 
we met— ^to apply it to some particular purposes ; 
— ^now we may surely use it ourselves.'" 

He put up the purse without an observation- 
— " And I have been thinking, too, how very 
expensive this place is ; you must, every way, 
have already spent much money, dear John; 
and the sooner we leave it for a humbler abode 
— ^ very humble one— (you know, though lately 
accustomed to luxury, nay eai*ly life, at my fa- 
ther'sj was thrifty and humble enough)— why, 
John, the sooner that step is taken, the better. 
We can await^ anywhere, answers to my letters.*^ 

The same evening they occupied the single 
apartment at Phibsborough. When Letty first 
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entered it, John did not see her strange f^Iance 
around ; he only saw the smile she assumed as 
he turned to consult her features, and heard 
the cheering tone in which she compelled her- 
self to admire the httle thriftily-contrived room, 
and say it even went beyond her expectations, 
and was a state-room compared with that as- 
signed to herself and three of her sisters at 
Mount Nelson. 

But, notwithstanding Letty^s numner and 
expressions, John continued to dislike, on 
her account, and indeed on his own, the 
room, and the house, and the people of the 
house, and every thing connected with it and 
them. His dislike of the very first day in- 
creased each day he remained ; and yet he 
could not exactly tell why. It was not a very 
wretched house, and they were not ill-conduct- 
ed or disreputable people; on the contrary, 
dieir abode and themselves bespoke independ- 
ence, even comfort; and yet he had an inde- 
finable notion that it was all mean, pinching 
economy, miserly comfort, unwarranted neat- 
ness and propriety; cold, heartless, worthless 
independence. It more overpowered him with 
ideas and apprehensions of poverty, than could 
a scene and group of squalid misery ; and he 



62 THE KOWLAKS. 

feared the same impression would be made on 
Letty. 

Although very small, containing, indeed, but 
four rooms altogether, every inch of this house 
had been made the most of; nay, over-occupied, 
over-attended to, over-done, in fact. Prom hia 
window John looked into a Kttle yard, around 
which were various wooden sheds, clumsily con- 
structed in his evening leisure hours, by the 
old man of the establishment, assisted by as 
old a helper, a kind of jack-of-all-trades in the 
neighbourhood, and composed of all the scraps 
of boards and staves both could pick up, here 
and there, without paying for them. There 
was a little shed for coals, ^another for turf, 
another for ashes, another for odds and ends.; 
another for "case of necesaty;'' and in tbe^ 
middle of the yard rose an impoverished grass- 
plat, from which a sickly laburnum tree vainly 
strove to draw moisture for its scanty boughs; 
and leaves. Below stairs, in the parlour, was the. 
bed of the old couple; a daughter and a niece 
slept in the kitchep ; and next to John^s room^ 
was another chamber " to be let.^ Each apartr 
ment was barely furnished, (and yet furniedbted) 
with articles selected, from time to time, wher- 
ever they could be found cheapest, of the old-. 
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est knowa fashion, and all out of suit with one 
another; yet all shining and polished from in^ 
oessant care, into a presumptuous appearance 
of respectability. An oil-cloth, composed of 
three different scraps, of different patterns, 
spread over the little hall, or passage, from the 
street-door; a shame-faced attempt at a hall 
lamp, suspended by the old man's peculiar 
contrivance, dangled so low as to oblige one, 
at the risk of <Mie or two shiUings for a new 
green glass, to stoop under it, or walk round 
it ; and the little narrow stairs boasted a strip of 
carpet, half as narrow as itself, patched up, like 
the oil-cloth, darned over and over, like the 
heels of all the (dd fellow's stockings, and yet 
absolutely looking smart from endless brushing 
and dusting every day, and shaking and beat- 
ing once a week, 

The carpet of John's own room was an ex- 
traordinary patch-work of diamond bits of cloth, 
showing every colour in the rainbow, and each 
no bigger than the corner of a card. His sofa-- 
bed was covered, during the day, with stamped 
calico of a venerable pattern, half washed out ; 
his one window had a curtain of a different pat- 
tern, and his five chairs, covers still diversified. 
His one table was of old mahogany, dark even. 
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to blackness, and shining as a mirror ; his chest 
of drawers was of oak, more ancient still, and 
also glittering so as to put him out of patience ; 
his comer cupboard pretended to be Chinese ; 
six high-coloured, miserable prints hung in 
black frames, and at the most regular distances 
round the room, of which three sides were pa- 
pered, and one wainscot ; but the old people 
had ventured on one modem article, in the 
shape of a long narrow chimney-glass, set in 
a frame of about an inch deep, and presenting 
to the eye about as faithful a reflection of the 
human face, as might a river or a lake with 
the wind blowing high upon it ; nay, a row of 
flower-pots were placed inside the window, in 
a curious frame-work ; as if to show a wanton 
exultation in the midst of this scene of beg- 
garly contrivance, flowers had actually been 
prostituted in its service, and Nature's rarest 
perfumes deemed well employed in scenting its 
shreds and patches, and its crazy ^^ fragments 
of an earlier world.^ 

" Poor flowers r sighed Letty, after she had 
given them one first and only look; " poor 
flowers ! what brought ye h^e ?*^ 

The old man, who had some petty situation 
of thirty or forty pounds a year in some public 
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office^ was upwards of seventy-five years, tall^ 
shrivelled, stooped Id the neck, ill-set on his 
limbs, and with a peculiar drag of one leg, which, 
from certain reasons, and taken with other things, 
rendered him very disagreeable to John. He 
was obliged to be up every morning at seven, in 
order to reach his office, or place of occupation, 
by eight ; and he might be heard creeping about 
the lower part of the house, making the parlour 
and kitchen fires, to save his daughter and 
niece so much trouble ; cooking his own solitary 
breakfast, his fat wife lying in bed ; and then 
cautiously shutting the hall-door after him, as, 
rubbing his hands, he tried to bustle ofi^ in a 
brisk, youthful pace, to his important day^s 
work. His voice could never be heard in the 
bouse : if ever a man of a house lived under 
petdcoat law, it was he. The coarse, masculine, 
guttural tones of his spouse often rose indeed to 
some pitch ; but his, never. In other respects, 
too, he showed utter pusillanimity of spirit. He 
would never appear to John, in answer to a 
summons for arranging any misunderstanding 
(and several there soon arose) between him or 
poor Letty, and the distughter or niece : his wife 
always represented him ; and he would run to 
hide behind a door, or into the yard, if he heard 
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John^s foot on the stairs, during these domestic 
commotions ; nay, even when all was at peace, 
his habitual poverty of nerve urged him to shun 
a single rencontre with his lodger; or, perhaps, 
he still dreaded to be called to account for any 
thing his wife or daughter had said ; a:nd when- 
ever he was caught by John in the passage, or 
the yard, his fidgets, as he lisped and mumbled, 
and continually tapped his chest with one hand, 
ever complaining of his asthma, called up senti- 
ments of irresistible disgust. 

His sole attempts at manhood we have indi- 
cated, in describing the way he used to step out 
to his day^s labour every morning. But rarer 
proofs of this still farcical and contemptible hu- 
mour came under John^s eye. As he and his 
ancient fellow-labourer before described (a con- 
tract to him, by the way, being square-built, 
erect in his body, cross in his temper, and loud- 
and independent in his tones,) used to fumble 
about in the yard of an evening, chopping or 
sawing sticks and rotten boards, and mending 
the little sheds with them, or for ever watering 
the roots of the sad laburfium tree, there was a 
would-be briskness in his every motion, (he 
knew his wife was always looking at him out of 
the parlour window,) an energy in the way, he 
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grasped his saw, adze, or hammer, or his water- 
ing pot, and jerked them from hand to hand 
or upon a bench, when he had done with them ; 
all of which plainly bespoke his ambition not to 
pass for " so very old a man, neither ;" certainly 
to give the idea that he was a miracle for his 
age- 

Every Sunday he appeared caparisoned for 
church in a complete shining suit of black, taken 
out of a press, and in a hat, also shining, ex- 
tracted from one of his wife^s early bandboxes ; 
the clothes and the hat some ten years in his, 
or rather in her possession, and thus displayed 
once a-week during that period, yet both look, 
ing as if sent home the Saturday night before; 
and, indeed, considering that they had encoun* 
tered scaice three months of careful wear alto- 
gether, namely, the wear of about two hours 
every seventh day for ten years, it was not after 
all so surprising they should look so new. Some- 
times his wife allowed him to invite to a Sunday 
dinner five or six old men like himself, all clad 
in shining black too ; and when 'John saw them 
oome crawling towards the house, or, joined with 
their host, crawling and stalking about the yard, 
he felt an odd sensation of disgust, such as he 
thought might be aroused by the sight of so 
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many old shining black-beetles; the insects tha^ 
of all that prept, were his antipathy and loath- 
ing. 

His wife has been called fat ; she was so, to 
excess; so much so, that she waddled under 
her own fardel— -herself ; but she was strong 
and sturdy too ; and her waddle did not lessen 
the length and stamp of her stride, when, upon 
occasions that required a show of authority, she 
came out to scold, or, as her niece called it, .to 
^^ ballyrag,^ in the kitchen, at her handmaidens* 
or in the hall, at her poor lodgers up stains 
Then the little house shook from top to bottom 
under her heavy and indignant step, as well as 
with the echoes of her coarse man^s voice, half 
smothered amid the fat of her throat, and the 
sputterings of her great pursy lips. And poor 
Letty also shook, from top to toe, on these 
occasions, and flew for shelter to John's arms. 

When not called upon thus to enforce law in 
any refractory branch of her garrison, Mrs* 
Grimes spent the day in a vast indolent armr 
chair, reading pathetic novels of the last age, 
or casting up her accounts, to. re-assure herself, 
over and over again, of the pounds, shillings^ 
and pence, laid up during the last month or week, 
and how half a farthing might be split for dx 
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months to come. Every day, by twelve o'clock, 
she was dressed '^ like any lady,*^ (still according 
to her niece,) to receive her cronies, or strike 
with importance the tax-collectors or landlord's 
agent, none of whom had ever to call a second 
time ; and that was her constant boast ; but 
even there, shut up in her parlour, the old fe* 
male despot was fully as much dreaded as if 
her voice and her stride sounded every moment 
through the house,— -or as much as if she had 
lain there screwed down in her coflSn, and that, 
at the least turn of a hand, herself or her ghost 
might come out to roar for. a strict reckoning. 

Her daughter and niece (the latter an or- 
phan) supplied the place of a servant maid, in 
lieu of the eating, drinking, and sleeping, such 
as it was, that came to their lot. They were of 
a size, and that size very little ; of an age, and 
that more thstn thirty ; but from their stunted 
growth, hard, liny shape, and non-rescript ex- 
pression of features, might pass for ten years 
younger, or ten years older, as the spectator 
fancied. They gave no idea of flesh and blood. 
They never looked as if they were warm, or soft 
to the touch. One would as soon think of 
flirting with them, as with the old wooden effi« 
gies to be found in the niches of old cathedrals. 
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They imparted do notion, much less sensation of 
sex. But they were as active as bees, and as 
strong as little horses; and as despotic and cruel, 
if they dared, and whenever they dared, as 
the old tyrant herself. From the moment they 
arose in the morning, thump, thump, thump, 
went their little heels, through the passage, to the 
kitchen, up stairs and down stairs, or into the pat- 
lour, to see after the fires the old man had light- 
ed ; tQ make up the beds; to prepare breakfast ; 
to put every thing to rights; to sweep, to brush, 
to shake carpets, to clean shoes, knives, and 
forks ; to rub, scrub, polish, and beautify, for 
ever and ever ; the daughter always leading the 
niece ; and the whole of this gone through ia a 
sturdy, important, vain-glorious manner ; ac- 
companied by slapping of doors, every two 
minutes, and (ever since Letty had refused to 
go down to the parlour to join an evening par- 
ty,) by loud, rude talking, and boisterous laughs 
ing, just to show that they did not care a far- 
thing for the kind of conceited poor lodgers 
they had got in the house. 

The housekeepii^ of the establishment was 
peculiarly loathsome to John. The baker had 
.never sent in a loaf, bunn, roll, biscuit, or ix^uf- 
fin, since the day, now some fifteen years ago. 
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when Mrs. Grimes came to reside in the neigh* 
bourhpod •* and even the home-made bread was 
of the coarsest possible quality, and often used 
a fortnight after it had been b^ed. Each day, 
the dairy-man left one halfpenny worth of milk 
at the doQr.. They made th^r own precious 
mould candles, or burnt such nefarious oil in 
the kitchen lamp, or, upon a gala night, in the 
passage, as. poisoned and fumigated the whole 
house. The morning tea leaves were preserved 
and boiled for evening. No eggs, no fresh but- 
ter ever appeared. The fires^ after having been 
once made up in the morning, were slaked with 
a coiQpost of coal-dust and yellow clay, which, 
shaped into balls, also formed stuffing between 
the bars. Upon a Saturday evening, the old 
man sneaked out to drive hard bargains for 
some of the odds and ends left in the butcher^s 
stall after the day's sale ; and these, conveyed 
home by stealth, furnished, by means of salting 
and hanging up in a cool place, savoury dinners 
for the week* Upon a washing-day, starch was 
made out of potatoes, to save a farthing. 
. No charity was in the house, nor in a heart 
^n the house. In. Abe faces of all professed beg- 
gars the street door was slammed without a 
word, but with a scowl calculated to wither up 
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the wretched suitor; and with respect to such 
as strove to hide the profession under barrel- 
organs, flutes, flageolets, hurdy-gurdies, or the 
big-drum and pandean pipes, their tune was, 
indeed, listened to, but never requited. 

Yet the family was a pious family. Mr. and 
Mrs. Grimes sallied out to church every Sunday, 
and sat at the parlour window every Sunday 
evening, (while their daughter and niece went, 
in turn, to have a rest, as they said,) a huge 
old Bible open before them, and visible to all 
passers by, that 'the neighbours might remark-^— 
" There 's a fine old couple." John, however, 
thought it odd, that after all this, his cold mutton 
or his cold beef used to come up to him, out of 
the safe, (a pretty " safe,'' truly) rather di- 
minished since he had last the pleasure of seeing 
it ; and one Sunday evening, after listening for 
half an hour to the daughter's shrill voice, read- 
ing the Bible before supper, when, on particular 
business, he somewhat suddenly entered the 
parlour, he was still more surprized to find the 
good family seated round the ham, (a rare temp- 
tation, no doubt, in their system of housekeep- 
ing) which that day had formed part of his 
dinner. 
But nothing irked him half so much as the 
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ostentatious triumph over starvation, the pro- 
voking assumption of comfort, nay, elegance, as 
it were, and the audacious independence which 
resulted, from the whole economy. He felt 
it, as before hinted, to be the most irritating 
spedmea of poverty. Old Grimes^s glossy Sun- 
day coat, perpetually the same, was worse 
than the clouted gaberdine of a roving beggar. 
Every burnished thing around him seemed to 
shine with a beggarly polish. The whole house 
and its inhabitants had an air of looking better 
than they really were, or ought to be ; and the 
meanness, the sturdiness, the avarice, the hard- 
heartedness, that pnxluced this polish and this 
air, he consid^ed as loathsome as the noise, the 
thumping about, the loud talking, and the end- 
less fagging oi the two Uttle skinny Helots 
was brazen and vexatious. 
^ We should not, indeed, have so long dwelt 
on this domestic sketch, did we not wish to give 
some clear idea of the causes, that, during many 
weeks, while he and Letty awaited an answer 
from the country, served to keep up, in John^s 

m 

mind, a continued though petty ferment. And 
still no answer camej and at last his poor 
companion began to droop, and, like him, de- 

VOL. II. E 



74 TlTE 1I0WLAK6. 

spair : ftlthoirgh $be did not dream bow long 
his feelings had anticipated her. 

Almost their last pound had been changed, 
when a large and bulky letter was finally de- 
livered by the postman, directed to John. He 
tore open the envelope, and found two notes. for 
himself, and one for Letty. He waited to hear 
hers : it was from her brother, as follows :— 

" My Dearest Sister, 

" I write in the greates^ hurry, by stealth, 
and against the vehement commands of our 
dear uncle. He is indignant, and, I fear, not 
to be moved ; — ^yet do not quite despair: what- 
ever a brother qan do, I will do. You know 
how close he holds me in money matters,, and 
lately he has even tightened his hand, lelstt (as 
I suppose) I should bestow his allowances 
where he knows my heart inclines me : so that, 
dear Letty, I can only inclose a poor ten 
pounds, until better times, which I hope are 
not far off, though I fear they are, God bless 
yod. Your immediate family are still more 
outrageous. Heaven melt and convert them idl, 
prays your affectionate brother. 



As Letty remaiaed stopified ovet this note, 
John began to read his epistles aloud, in a 
deep, steady voice. 

<f ;De:ab, Dear John, 

*> '.* What can I say P what comfort can t 
^erP Oh, nothing i none. Oh, did you see 
us, it would, move your heart; — ^but that is 
moved, I am sure, by this time, at least ; if, in- 
deed, it was ever hard or wicked, which I, for 
.(9ie, will not believe. My husband — the hus- 
band tfou have ^ven me, dear John, tells me 
where to address this; and you will find a line 
i&om another iriend— or one that was a friend, 
i-your best friend — along with it Oh, listen to 
>him. Jobs, dear brother, listen to him ; listen to 
us all. Humiliation, time, penance, and agood 
life, may yet go near to make up for the past, 
a you would only turn your heart to think of 
it ; but if you do not, oh see what is to hap- 
pen ! Bead his letter, and see ! God help 
you, John ; and God help me, your loving 
aiBter, and the poor ohi couple, and their grey 
haJM., I'don't know ^hat to think! Oli Gud, 
pity, in particular, the poor young lady, wlio. 
whatever way you turn, must be the victim ! 



1 
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^^ John, Dearest John, I have thought of 
your situation in every view; and, with other 
things, remembered you wjould want what your 
poor Peggy has not to give, and strove to 
procure it elsewhere, from father and mother, 
and from another person, now nearer to me 
than either, but all in vain ; And oh, dear, 
poor brother! what are you to do? or what 
am I to do, who cannot assist youP Once 
more, on my knees, I pray of a merciful Hea- 
ven to have mercy on you. 

^^ Oh, John, I thought Frank, at least, could 
send you help, and I asked him again and 
again ; but from what he says, I believe he has 
very little in his power, indeed. And I '11 say 
nothing, John, about the kind of husband he is 
to me ; not a word : for not a word to give you 
fresh pain would I say for worlds. You had 
your own reasons for the part you took ; and 
no matter now, until we meet again, and can 
speak of them. But John, John, will that 
meeting ever come? No one but yourself is 
able to answer. And again I cry out to you, 
in tears and misery, Jiisten. to us all, and, 
above all, to him who writes along with me. 
I have told you nothing of our father and 
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mother : I dare not tell you any thing ; but God 
look down on them and you» is the prayer of 
Your miserable ststery 

" PEGoy Adams/' 

Before he had read aloud a dozen lines of 
this epistle, John saw he must not continue to 
communicate its contents to Letty. Accord- 
ingly he told her, with a gloomy smile, it con- 
tained nothing but silly lamentations from his 
sister, which, while they were natural, would 
only serve to give her unnecessary pain ; and 
therefore he prayed Letty to excuse his silence. 
Then he finished the reading, to himself, with 
a brow of studied ease, « frozen eye, and a 
nerve braced to* desperate firmness ; and, with- 
out pausing, took up the accompanying letter, 
to which Peggy had alluded, and which his 
heart readily instructed him to anticipate. We 
transcribe it also : 

" Wretched man ! It was, then, you indeed, 
whom I saw in Dublin ; although I could no 
more trust my eyes to the appearance you made, 
than I could trust my ears to the monstrous 
story of your scandal and sin, which awaited 
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my return to this place. It is said here, it is 
believed here, that your fall was not from the 
temptation of the moment, but rather the ac- 
complishment of a plan, long studied, and, with 
deep deceit, carried into effect at your leisure. 
Even your bishop thinks this of you ; but can 
it be possible ? was that letter you wrote me, 
and was your story to your poor father arid 
mother, (God pity them !) about going to 
Spain, all a deception ? a contrivance to raise 
means for your horrid purpose ? John Now- 
lan, I strive to believe, to hope, it was not. I 
pray morning and night, that you may tiot 
ultimately prove such an unparalleled sinner t-^— 
I recollect your youth, your character,— or 
what, perhaps, in my blindness, I supposed to 
be your character; I recollect our commun- 
ings together ; I recollect the laying bare your 
heart to me in the confessional, and those re- 
collections give me the hope. 

" But, listen to me, John Nowlan. Only in 
one way can you confirm my hope ; only in one 
way can you prevent certainty of the worst kind 
against yourself; and oh, miserable young 
man, only in one way can you ward off the 
dreadful curse that is collecting to burst over 
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your head. — If you have fallen but through im- 
pulse, arise, and stand erect through reflection. 
Turn your back upon your sin, and your face 
to God and to your church — accuse yourself — 
humble yourself— repent— cry aloud for pardon 
and mercy, even after punishi9ent — cry aloud 
for sackcloth upon your body, and ashes upon 
yf>ur head — ask to moisten the bitter bread of 
years to come, with your more bitter tears — and 
thus alone can you hinder even me from re- 
gm^ding you as a pre-determined sinner — thus 

. alone can you hinder all Christian people from 
shuddering at your name — thus alone can you 
stay the final anathema of your insulted church 
and the eternal wrath of your insulted God. 

^^ Already, of course, you are a suspended 
{Miest ; and your bishop awaits but your answer 
to this letter, ere he commands me to pronounce 
jour name as accursed among your own people, 
from the altar of your own chapel, and by the 
lips of your own priest and relation, and oldest 

.friend. I say to you, John Nowlan, tremble! 
-r-But a few days stand between you and your 
earthly curse, and your long woe. 

"Matthew Kennedy.^ 



80 Tk£ NOWLAJiS. 

This letter,, too, Jobn read to himself, without 
betraying ta Letty's obserratioa an iota of tW 
confirmed despair which it fastened on his heart. 
He even smiled,, i^ain, as he put it up; and^ 
turning to her, strove to talk cheeringly of die 
future. He could exert himself, and gain some 
Uttle independence, he said^ notwithstanding 
the anger of all their friends; or until they 
should grow more forgiving-^^-^^until hi» o«m 
stifled and cramped heart should burst int& 
shivers, he should have said, for that was what 
he felt. 

He sat down by Letty^s side, and seeing her 
still stupified, or else wrapped in reflection, con-^ 
tinued to speak empty words of comfort. Toi- 
moinrow, John saic^ he wcnild go out, and think 
of lookii^ after some reputable employment 
He was a good classical scholar, and he had 
heard that in Dublih. a handsome kicome was to 
be derived from, but limited tuition. Letty sud- 
denly started, looked full at him, again cast her 
eyes on the ground, and seemed really engaged 
with her reflections. 

The day, the evening, the nighty wore away, 
and he did not stir from her side. They pre- 
pared to retire to their humble bed, and Letty 
fell on her knees, and, with swimming eyes. 
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asked him to join hor in prayer. He laughed, 
slightly, and said he was so cold he would pray 
in bed» She continued long kneeling; then, 
still in unrestrained but silent tears, her head lay 
for hours on his breast, both awake, though 
neither spoke. At last John heard her breathe 
more quietly; after a further pause assured 
himself she was fast asleep; then he gently 
removed her head from his breast, wet with her 
poor tears ; and then, and not till then, the pas- 
sion-^he loaded shell of passion—- that had so 
long remained fuzing in his breast, — exploded 
in the silence of the night. 

He sat up, flung aside the covering from his 
burning body, and, in an instinctive effort to 
hide his emotion from the unconsdous creature 
at his side, desperately grasped the ticken in his 
spasmed hand. 

" Ay,*" he thought, " let them do their worst ! 
—let them brand me — curse me- — outlaw me 
hene, and bar the gate of mercy against me 
hereafter !•*— I am prepared for it«--I eicpected it 
— body and soul were freely staked before they 
spoke^-^yet let them have a care !— -Their ven- 
geance upon me is nothing— shall be borne — 
but i4 through ruin to me, ruin shall fall up^n 
this- sleepily innocence, now at my side — ^if, l^ 

E 5 
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their curse and ban, my exertions in her behalf 
shall be cramped, so as that she must be a com- 
mon victim — ^by the Heaven that I have out- 
raged, and that casts me off, they may rue it 
sorely r 

Had John been called on to define the kind 
of vengeance he threatened, he could have 
given no answer ; yet this burst of excitement 
somewhat relieved him; it was a partial 
escape of the pent-up volcano. No gentler 
rehef would, indeed, come. He reverted to 
Peggy's letter, to its simple and touching tone, 
to her deep affliction at home ; — to the whole 
picttire of home, such as he had made it — ^yet^ 
not a tear flowed. Her half allusion to ^^ the 
husband he had given her,^' and her mysterious 
hints as to the life they led together, supplied 
more matter to his boiling mood, than could her 
sorrow and her sisterly affection. He flamed 
impatiently at the thought of his having been 
too precipitate in forcing Peggy to marry Mr. 
Frank — in giving him a command and right 
over her. His whole soul rose as he allowed 
himself to doubt the truth 9f Maggy's informa- 
tion. And then the depth and ambiguity of 
Frank^s character began further to oppress and 
irritate him ; he brought to mind how lamely 
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did Frank's letter of that day hold the promise 
of friendship given to him upon the accursed 
erening, when the young gentleman first turned 
his eyes to his present ruin ; the letter did not, 
in fact, mention his name ; and again, Jx)hn, 
getting before him a supposed case, muttered to 
himself vague threats of revenge. 

As the morning broke on his sleepless eye, 
bis former mood of composed despair again 
closed round him ; and again he was able, by 
an anomalous operation of mind that is one of 
the wonders of our nature, to form deliberate 
calculations for the coming day. When the 
hour for rising approached, he shut his eyes 
that Letty might think him asleep. 

They breakfasted without speaking much to 
each other ; and when John proposed to go out 
in search ot an engagement, Letty quietly bade 
him farewell. He returned about four oVlock, 
and did not find her at home. He enquired 
when she had gone out, and the little kiln- 
dried niece sullenly answered, a few minutes 
after himself. Dreadful apprehensions crowded 
upon his mind ; but in about an hour, a knock 
came to the door, and Letty, modestly dressed, 
pale, fatigued, and yet with a tearful smile, fqll 
on his neck. 
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^^ Oh, love, love, have yousuoceeded ?" sheasked. 

" Not yet, but I have hopes still, Letty. I 
called at every public atsademy I could enquire 
out ; they were all supplied with efficient teach- 
ers: they told me, however, to advertise for 
private tuitiiws, and, no doubt, I should have 
employment. And now, Letty, where have you 
been ? and why give me the shock of not find- 
ing you at home P Oh, it was dreadful.'' 

^^ I did wrong there^ indeed ; I should have 
contrived to be home before you : — where have I 
been, you ask ? Where, John, but trying, like 
you, to procure the means of honourable sub* 
sistence? — and, oh, dearest John! thank God, 
I return more successful !'' - 

" How ? where ? what do you mean ?" 

" I '11 tell you all : — ^long ago, thinking of the 
worst, I purchased a few litde materials un- 
known to you, and whenever you left me alone 
for an hour, sat down to make drawings, from 
recollection, of some of my former studies ; and 
— ^now hear me out — when you spoke of tuition 
yesterday, it occurred to me, for the first time, 
that I might teach drawing as well as sell my lit- 
tle works ; and so, John, when you went out, I 
hid my drawings under my shawl, and went out 
too ; and'* — smiling — " while you were calling 
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at the acadentiesj: I was calUiig at .the boaiduig'- 
schoeb'; but they all refused me, intiniAtii^ 
tiiat an'introduclidn would be nee cBafa j' ; aod 
I was tursing doWn- the steps of the last, sad 
enou^, when — wfen a good lady, who" — her 
voice broke—'* who 3u8t then stepped out of her 
carrhij^ at the next door, saw my tears, I b^- 
. lieve, and stopped me, and addressed me very 
kindly and politely, and returned into the car- 
riage with- me, and was good enough to look at 
my poor drawings and praise them, and offer to 
— to purchase them" — Letty here blu^ed scar- 
let as she' wept ;—^" and she did purchase them, 
Joba ; and, bendes, she has daughters, and I am 
to teach them! and liiisi, dear love, was what 
kept me out so long." Again she fell on his neck. 

" Did the lady ask any questions about your 
situation P" enquired John. 

" She did,. and I freely answered— for I be- 
lieve I was surprised into stnne energy ; I an- 
swered, that I had made a marriage, which, on 
account of a difference of religion, displeased 
my husband's friends and mine." 

" Did you say I was a priest, Letty ? 

" No, that was not necessary ; particularly 
(Illy iin-'iitioned. 
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Protestant, and that you had been a Roman Ca- 
tholic, and it seems our good patroness is a Bo- 
man Catholic too, and perhaps on that account 
more disposed to assist me for your sake.^ 

" 'Tis likely,'* observed John; " but thanks, 
at all events, my own dear Letty, for this heroic 
proof of your love ; I need not say why I think 
it heroic — I will only say I am grateful.*" 

He pressed her, still in despairing tenderness, 
to his heart, and endeavoured to show that he 
shared with her a happy evening. ' Letty, ro- 
mantic and enthusiastic as she was, felt proud of 
herself; her sparkling eyes, brilliant smiles, and 
cheering and playful conversation, told that she 
triumphed in the idea of having made a &uotes». 
ful sacrifice and effort for the chosen of her 
heart ; and the vivacity of youth lacquered the 
future with delusive promise. 

At first, indeed, all seemed promising. Letty 
not only succeeded in pleasing her first pupils, 
but, through them, got many others ; and fur- 
ther, her friends interested themselves about 
John, and procured him also private tuitions, of 
which the produce, added to Letty's earnings, 
enabled them to live above fear of want. This 
turn of good fortune happened two months after 
their arrival in Dublin, and continued four months 
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loBger. Then, however, a change as terrible 
aa it was unaccountable occurred. One by one 
their fnends grew cold and distant ; one by one 
their pupils were withdrawn from them; until, at 
last, while neither could guess a solution of the . 
mystery, that at once struck them nith wonder 
and consternation, Letty had not a tuition left, 
and John had but one. 

• While they wondered, and drooped, and trem- 
*Ued, want closed round them more formidably 
ttian ever. . The receipts from one pupil did not 
meet a third of even their humble daily expendir- 
tnre ; and first, they were left without a pound ; 
and next — after both had repeatedly gone out, 
eaeh unknown to the other, to dispose of different 
articles of dress— .without any means of exis- 
tence. Then it was, while weeks of lodging, 
money became due, that they trembled at the 
sound of their tyrant landlady's voice ; then it 
was, as their poor attire and sad brows bespoke, 
too jdainly, the state of their purse, that the rude 
flaunts of the hard-grained little daughter and 
niece sank into their souls ; then it was that, by 
taisit consent, they often went out at dinner-hour, 
pleading an engagement to the sneering attend- 
ant, to wander by the lonesome banks of the 
adjacent canals, Letty weeping away her heart, 
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and John stifling the despair of his, until he felt 
as if it would shiver his breast in atoms ; then it 
was that they feared to face home — alas, it was 
not home ! — to encounter the malignant consci- 
ousness of their poverty, that they thought they 
could read in the eyes of the creature who should 
open the door to their timid knock. Then it was 
that they felt the realities of the world, and, John 
believed, the first pouring out of their curse. 

To his single tuition they could only cling, in 
dismal hopes of its prod ucing others. Meantime, 
poor Letty, long ignorant of the first enfeebling 
symptoms, that, to an older eye, would have pro- 
claimed her situation, at last knew she was to be 
a mother. John suspected the fact — ^and only 
suspected it— and in the silence of one dreary 
and bitter night, asked her if it were so*— 
"Your child stirs with life, under my bosom !'' 
she answered, in showering tears, and yet in a 
tender embrace. 

The event differently afiected them. Letty 
trembled at the thought of not having a shil* 
ling to provide for her tim^ of trial, or tp pur* 
chase for her baby the commonest things* ne- 
cessary to shelter it from the winds of heaven^ 
It was now the beginning of a very cold April, 
and she had not a warm shawl or dloak to slndteV 



herself. In faet^-^^-ndserable as tj tbe fact«--tke 
oniy eoverinfi^ ^e had left was the old gbwn 
ij)& wore every day. John heard, in: fulness of 
hoFtor that equalled only his despair, the an* 
nouncemeBt of his being about to- be a father. 
That wretched io&nt, when bom, would but 
prove the record of its father^s guilt. Now, 
he coold ' not even (Me and be forgotten ; his 
child would live after him, and leave, perhapsy 
anoAer cbiM, and that another still, so that the 
xamsAxj of the blasphemer must be perpetuated, 
io his race, upon earth. His abject state of 
pov^ty, and the sufierings in store for Letty^ 
gtfte him, indeed, dreadful anguish ; but this, 
above all others^ was the prepossession that 
brooded over his soul. 

In the eighth month of Letty's pregnancy, in- 
stead of John's single tuition leading tootherB, 
he received a cold note- from his young pupiPs 
father, dispensing with his attendance even upon 
that cme. He snatched uf^ his hat, and ran to 
the gentleman's house, at last determined to 
demand a solving of this withering mystery. 
The person on whom he called was not at home, 
or was^ denied to him ; but, as he turned away 
from the door, an individual came out, and an 
eye met his, that at once seemed to supply an 



90 THS N OWL AND. 

explanation. It was an old class-fellow in the 
Bishop^s school at Limerick, ordained long be- 
fore him, and, as he now recollected, since offici- 
ating as a coadjutor in a Dublin parish. Thdy 
exchanged one deep look ; and the young prie^ 
turned away, while John rushed through ti^ 
streets in an opposite direction. 

Arrived at home, wild and breathless, he 
could no longer doubt the secret of his ruin. 
His and Letty^s friends had all be^i Boms^ 
Catholics ; the story of the runaway prie^ luid 
reached Dublin ; had become whispered about ; 
this brother clergyman, his own early friend 
and neighbour, had doubtless recognized/ his 
name, — which John had never thought of dis- 
guising,^-or perhaps seen his person ; and the 
excommunicated and hardened sinner had cpn- 
sequently been shaken out of Christian 'society . 

Trembling with mingled rage, despair^ axid 
terror, still he would ask an explanation; i^d 
he wrote and despatched to the gentlenoan he 
could not meet at home, a peremptory not^ 
which was thus answered : — 

" Mr. acquaints the Rev* John Np^l^n, 

that he cannot, with satisfaction or ,propriety; 
entrust the education of his son to a Hom^n 
Catholic clergyman who keeps ami^resa.^. ^ 
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^^ Curses i*^ screamed John, starting up, after 
he had read this billet, — Letty, terribly alarm- 
ed, enquu*ed what was the matter — " Ruin ! 
destruction !^ he answered, stamping on, the 
note ; ^^ come ! we are hunted out of thi&-— out 
of this city, as we shall be hunted through this 
world ! come !** 

" Whither ?" she asked. 

** Anywhere, Letty ! anywhere out of the 
streets of Dublin — ^I durst not again show my- 
self in them ; the common rabble would shower 
corses on my head ! Come, get up, and dare 
not to pray r 

Mrs. Grimes^s daughter here opened the door 
without ceremony, and to Johns's furious 
'* What do you want ?^ answered, that her mo- 
ther would be much obliged^ if, instead of 
stamping and roaring, to bring down the 
bouse, he would let her have her three weeks 
lodging. 

The note that had released him from his 
last tuition enclosed about the amount of the 
demand now made; he flung it to the little 
Ck^att^-e, and shut the door in her face. After 
an' Instant^s pause, he again rose up, and desir- 
' iag ILetty to meet him at a certain point on the 
Circiriar Road, left her to follow. 
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Hastily putting on her shabby little bonnet, 
and wrapping round her the relic of an old thin 
shawl, she soon obeyed him. He was not at 
the place appointed. She waited for him, shak- 
ing with horrid fears. At last he ran up to 
her, without a hat, and without the surtout that 
had served to cover the broken under-coat he 
lately wore beneath it. 

" I have it !" he cried, as he held out his 
clasped hand, in which were the few shillings he 
had just obtained. " You shall see what it is, 
Letty ; you shall not starve on the road from 
Dublin ; but come now any road from Dub- 
lin ! in any other distant place let us hide our 
heads ; I can change my name, you know, and 
all will be well : come ; when you grow tired I 
will carry you, awhile, in my arms." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Upon the eveaiiig of the second day after the 
scene desc^bed in the last chapter, in a. town 
about twenty miles from Dublin, (out of particu- 
lar motives d delicieu^y we do not give its name) 
a. charitable dub, composed of the respectable 
middle classes of the place, held its weekly 
sitting. Throughout many of the towns of Ire- 
land there are several of such clubs, very hume^ 
rous in their members, and very moderate in 
their annual subscriptions, and all having in view 
the relief of objects of different kinds. 

The objects asdsted by the club «t present 
noticed, were poor way-farers, who, in passing 
through the town might stand in need of some 
little sum to gain them tempcM*ary food and 
lodging, and perhaps a help on their road. Its 
sittings, like those of all the others, commenced 
at seven or eight o^clock in the evening, when 
good folks might conveniently leave home, busi- 
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ness, and wife for a few hours, and, each sure of 
meeting a neighbour'*s face in the club-room, 
rationally combine together a little relaxation, 
a little chat, a little charity, and a little whiskey 
punch. Let us not be supposed to speak in the 
slightest terms of satire of such excellent insti- 
tutions. We have known many of them, hum- 
ble as might be their pretensions, do a great 
deal of good ; while the antiquity of several of 
them (we could name one which has endured 
nearly a century) proves a persevering, an 
abiding, and an inherited benevolence, that re- 
flects much honour on their native towns and 
cities. 

The president of the night sat in his great 
high-backed, quaintly carved, venerable oak 
chair, vfom into a polish all over from constant 
use, and ornamented with a coronal wreath of 
peace and charity, and faded gold letters, im- 
pressed on a blue garter, expressive of the name 
and object of the club. The ancient secretary, 
a superannuated pedagogue, whose father before 
him had held the same office, put on his specta- 
cles, mended his pen, opened his huge well- 
thumbed book, caUed " order" in the name of 
the chair, and business commenced, amid the 
grave looks of the elder members, and the sly 
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winks and hems of some of the juniors, who 
saw no crime in dispensing charity with a light 
heart, and who were content to brave, now and 
then, the primitive fine of one halfpenny, for a 
jest upon the precision and peculiarities of 
« Mr. Sec.'* 

'Referring to his official copy of the last list 
of objects, with the several sums dealt out at* 
tached to each name, he noticed to the last 
' week''s president, (who had received it from him 
for service, and whose further duty it was after- 
wards to give in his report, in the club-room,) 
to go over it aloud, along with him. As he 
called the names, the ex-president communi- 
cated, in brief words, his observations upon the 
cases of each ; for instance, when the secretary 
cried aloud, " Peter Dowling,'' or " IVfark Cas- 
sidy," or " Mary Whelan,'' he answered in this 

r _ 

sort — *^ Peter Dowling returns thanks, and 

walked for this morning ;" or " Mark Cas- 

sidy prays another week's money ;** or " strike 
off Mary Whelan; I saw her running out of Ro- 
nan'^s public-house, to jump into bed, and be 

, sick, before I could pay her a visit to serve the 
allowance." 

As the reading of the list continued, the name 

' of Nancy Clancy occurred, and the last week's 



pimMiJBt pmyoAf in her;iiiuDe, a obntiiiaiilio^ of 
the charity. / ^ • '.- V 

' "^ HtDpf'^ybn^B youi^ Mlovr, witfi « wlik to 
his ii0%Ui9uiJii J^ is ^^Mft tke pn^tt^^ Mim 
itraagr ^ludiajthtB lilbaiB) thii^MMpxit^^Lkf- 
fin's cabin?'' The e^-pl:1ssid6Dt vmw^rei^ib 
wHis: .^^.JdtfnstHlbe oait Njmcy (DUmsjs^ fin? I ^w 
somebodjitftfi wbnXtiA'whOf'^^'mg^B'y^ 
wards th«tgmf\e ox^pwsiflent/^^ ^otuii^'biii from 
her, last night, afth^^iae o'eloskt pa litnfr for 
senttii' Aho ii$t/.iil any Mile/A ; - . ^/ , ../ .# ; 

a^k^ jviHf|§9 jest IKT^ taW^ i4be cftulf set 
up a roar, and the secretary rose to giif ^ ff atW| 
o^ fif! fi|ie« aoeosdin^ ^o «the ^^li^es^ , i^aipM .^1^ Has- 
thfii.Bir^n»nir &r -a j^endpq^yiitqiqfiplirity mj|p|(NI 
spiNi^^ t^ qMfsjtipn ,Uf ^^ >4^\^^(\^W likm 

laughfid Ite i|Q^»^FfiVt)Vff oiling fW#rt»lfe»^ 
penny. ^ : jj.i .,«. ,^,, .j.^^ •!»../ ff-s.f.»^,-Hti 

The riding. erf . the^ lisjt, w^, ^e| ; ,rt^#fc|j>,,| 
tary prepared his-o^if onfrff^C^ t^^PW^^#0^# 
and whik he was i|wtei»g it o^^ ^^Mmm^M 
a4euit signified that ^Ihip .i^.a^.vjtfee-, t^mB, %;M'ii 
commending new ol^ects^^ . ^^.;.Bfi^^i^9f)$WF4 
rose, ^id^ve in the aiaj»i^ of <^^|C^^, ^jj^ 



THS VaWLAXS. 97 

^ fit cbjeet fiir Ae Wfest sBowMoe tke uMige 
of the dub would affcMtl. 

^^ He is a stranger, <^ eoune, Mr. Fagaii ?^' 
aaked the president, addressing the speaks. 

** He is, Sir ; and, I believe* a geatknian in 
distreaa/' answered Mr. Fagan. 

V And has a young wife, I '11 engage, Mr. 
president," remarked ^^ Master Brenan*^ 

** He has, Sir ; a very young creature.**' 

'* I thought as much, Sir." 

** Order, Master Brenan T cried the secretary. 

*' Where did you visit him ?^ continued the 
president. 

*' I didnH visit him, at all,'' answered Mr. 
Fi^ttii ; '* but I '11 tell the dub how it wasi 
Some of the ofeyects on my list lived more than 
a viile outside the town, and i^s I had many 
calls to make in Jthe town itself, I left the 
suburbs for the last, and wasn't able to get 
tisough with the whole till late this evening, 
just before I came to the room. Well: in 
cvoMiiig over the Dublin road, to come on a 
scattered row of cabins, where the road hasn't 
a house at one side or other, I met this poor 
fellow, standin' in the rain an' could, for it 's a 
roiigh Ajnil evenin', with his back against the 

VOL. H. F 



teeV^tf %*^WtW ' <rf' A ^8te in>hl8 ^ahafs, 

himself little betther off thati(«le^^afr. > ^Thei* 's 
f^alcitte,'>48tecilliDiliuat^ii(. ^'liJtte ^^d/oiT o' 
't{r^'Toad,'<M(^^^4o <d' t^^t ^ tf ^'f^Mt^' 

mine, that net &^ Wfl^ iili/tef %o'^]i^^'^ti»^kif6¥^\fke 
•Vet ^^ttd'Clttnp^'Wcf afthfe*^a ftw ^^ds, I 

•li^l^ea \imiU}^mt: he^ 'c^:^ «{ie^fl^cei &fi#% 
^^ef'doWri fa thfe cWMti ; kttfl tb^ft I #^WP feflwa 
'Tbtfndie ti' isthraw* tb put^iittdef *ie^,^^<W>^ire 

him an advance ofHalF-aiCiWiir, «fnfd ^kbhkh, 
^'M^^^b^ ^^B eikmgh t^hii Htblij^t^fitb the 
>^reetft 6'^ thetbwft, i»4i'«r^ W^ ^gfht r^ClPdier 

and him a dacent lodgin"^, ^nii&'W^pdfh^CMfy, 

i^need-v^as! Viit the pbor' inan'^^^^J^teti^ his 

^Wad,' dtid -knek= dici^n fey • Ber,'' 4iift^flbdlrf>feer 

'"liaxid; dnd s^j^'ttms Ul!^^ikt^stti^>4i4it'i]fet; 

MVutIhe H^oiildbtify 'fbbd'^hd'dhrtek'Witti^tl^KAf^ 

'<^ii6tfn; he 8^; and' h^ thai^^^iiietdUi^Jf I 
'Wt ^imf lck)k aBbuf^Af s^tfe of 'fii^y^ttttdi^i^p 

of candle ; and he said he M^M'db'^^fi^t 'tbo : 

' tod 'theii IT'Mi^'m^ bein^''% ^M^'^U 1lta?ry to 

^^'ihe'diib,*'Ai*l*ng fchii^WAi^,^ «Hif fef sT^dSSn't 

• 'g¥6*v«^%elther5 'heiw<5iiH'' 'fcbnte^^o^tty Hiiti*^ or 

This case silenced all j^s^K^dfl^c^lblcttf to 
^=\&erifttl^i ift:tHe^ dIuBi'6hd<f)ie'ttflni>^G?eorge 
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viHagftB i oonftr J»^ ^M>hw4l3r« nW o?x im^ hock, 

^f( Afea»K^68ivi/ft»if»|»dn The^clpb do^. .The 
i9rfd*dPegiri^r,Sorpt4iafd,. b^tfum, 1p their areput- 
: }«)^l%^)^).a{)4 t]M^fa^!sop)(0.of.tjbe juniors, and 

I pl«g;ft9 ?rtl*er AI»<« Iw^u^ ^/fM» not nmb be- 

v>» y-iTljP J*tete W4 (*«^ JFPSPgnfl>a» .«t)»wck .out 

walk brou^t-t^^.fft,Ti9w:,o^th«ik>pel3rto4)in 
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fr^^-th^ :erH^. ftQ^t^r vqfL^* into the^wtiit^li^ 

a^foriK^tom t0:yoi^tlis you, bid hw.'*. I «. ..r^ 
. .^^ I Jb0p0.$Qi''>findwe]:ed Mr* S'agw- . i ■. u. 

'.. ^Ma lithe, wife Aft .purty 49 (sbe 's.yom^ jSi^rJR 
continued the lad, jfeerijigly^. » -. . j • <• -> /j b'* 

( 1* N^^sebw,. 3iOW> WiU ; ; it's ; ^ .iismo^^ and 
^0thitf.:d^).toin«lwiUgbt,ojf,fti,cfl^ 9f>di|itti^f^ 
i>^. i to. talk', of. my\ y^«W9 :7-nb»it t fit|^^n)ftp i^J 
approached very near to the cabin, — " ^hsXP "*§ 
%h^ dwfc of the hou^e gm^^ I "vf^^r^f^A \ - 
^1 '^,j(kh$.r <imd Will,, " andoyOTr-^ 'advfiRp^f S^l* 

X\\f ,b«itfrcrawn> Mistfcter .U^ffaiR, /Ir.ithwgfrt 
th^ 'd be no. betther th^.tbcgr oi^ht,tatbe^J]f)b 
ti M L^ lis stepiftn, ^yM^ow:*'" iTbey{fffo|««| 
the threshold— but sprang- lH^)c|.;^jy|hHA c^fflft- 

Ajpt)'Qf .th^. 6afeiu,iiwrh«3b(thfiy4ii,^ ;HPpp^d«^ 
hftveribeen stoleni.di^y, fujip*^ bj fpHfiflwgp 
flhi^e^jfon.tbe ,wet;flodf ^4l>§l»>it£}ay, tli§rf»9ffp^ 

4rfj ai b^ii^wJ/(javmg;iK<9in4»ii}oft^w^*i5h;*l^«[f|tg^ 

clasped a new-born bftbi?i,>,^^t l4?Mlr> Jftififtp 
hrmrt^i tt.wsNigbt; stuftUjin^tlt Afii^/fffyyeHow 
lUpy^/fliqleeirgel by ti^eif si^,}f ^ ^^ jt^y <J5fel, 
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ped^tA^ ai^tn, and tli6 arm bra lii^d, tipptieited'i^ 
^fi^ Matii, his fko^^^s iv%it€' as ikheird) ielxc^pt' 
wbfafe a^ bkelc belard, loAg ' Uiiftborn^ bbvered to 
i'be ^ngerd'<!>f ' the hand tfrat- s^fpbrfed hU tead; 
grasped and rain twining Ihfough an abundance 
of dishevelled' hl&tk Uaii^. The oAier ^aind was 
thni^ Jl^^f 'his^boi^m. His unwinking, distend- 
ed eyes were riveted oft the lowly bier J ■ ' ' » 
htm TfcW fcot«d save us!^ whispered Mi< Fa- 
^i ^tk(b th^ doo^r ; ^ many ^ the pbor WAk^ 
I'Mk teoki^^dt^tt tey timei but nfever th^ lik^ 

" He V^d,^' ^pBed the yoiith^ al«y'itt'A 
'Whl^«^V'J>'*^^tid^obe but a ^disthiiacted -Mature 
tidsld^lhi jk dT'dbili' wiiat li^ done, takih' tU 
dou^4ff^(fIc^ bM^en^ '^Lud g^ttii^ the stoml^ 
Ittl^oi^yj^^ m^4e/be wtateh^ them,' that 
-#«J^, IhefiMght^^^.'^'" •^:''- ''-•-••' -.'J^-i/li 
^ri* CkJ* p^rV^^ Wf ' talay be' eo,"' i^sutt»ed'**« 
^iki^iS^ti^ l^iMi^sUi^' Miiiidf t' ^"^and found'4^ 
%9»ll[ighti ^li ih^'M^'^i '^^pOfi^y ^nd )w^nt 0Ut 
^lig}i^4<a9Pk%dg4bout^i^bin; a*nd did vydn 
imAii^^}Agih6sLi'\sJk%W'^S, '^lid'thlkyWw <o^^r' tife 
idfaifti a*%k tfey*e«tf^f i^i-^-^^'i- -'.a ^ '> »^|o;i' 
woife^^t<ftiif4 Jb#i'dkeir'jttat^ WiH BMsod, 



"^' 6cime, tfie6; m flie turaie iif GoA^ ''( '' ^\ 
"they stept^Kghtiy, once rttir^, into ihe cabHi.^ 
John Nd wlair appearyd* "precisely ' In' th^ saioer 
position; bnt, as they ^aiti ent^t^, heifxtfttf 
on them one flaring 'lAok, iand ''irii^tritftly' 4*e-- 
assuined hid set gaze 06 the "bi^r. 'They spoktel 
He did not answer.* * - t .fM 

' ^IVk «il toiid ytfu," i^irtaed Will r'^^he P^ 
mad, and neither liears ns, nor heeds the sight^ 
befSot"^ him.*' ' . r . .^^ - * « .r: 

** Do 1 not?* critd' Jdhn/sjirin^ng-tip^aurl' 
darting to them, hli? right 'hAh*'tetitt'|iltfhg04* 
into his breast ; " mad I inafy lieH-^mad I ttm^J-' 
but db 1 not heed n6r^el{ LddkAt^&eUr' 
H^ tore the hand from' inider hi&^^sbihy «l»d 
with it a portion of the mangled muscle of^^Uit^ 
Breast *^ Look at thAt !' there*^ libe'ifay ! 4vas 
trying to keep it down.'' ' *' ' • '^^ 

Tliey spoke to hik all *h^comfok^th^i>^ 
perfect stranger^, feb^HfiM^ ty'iiudi' al '6ceti^ 
they cbuld natuHEtHy 'su|^at:''' ^Ut'^hfe dSkl'ttbt 
answer agaitl. 'I^y Mtibfei^to'i^pty t^abdt 
ther charita1)le diub &r ii cbflBW. ■ ' I'feiy tettti*hf 
ed ^ith it, cklled iipon fhB'tieighl)<kirs, and bili 
ned" for him, as thfe waiidfetin^'^oi^^atW'bUffe^ 
in Iretandi his supposed* ^ife and^-^chlia. ' Hfe 



grew passive-..^ $lt^r4i)m4ff . fl? received, Jjie 
a^W of .dress,.^ iQ9^t mMiedt.aad ? ^^V-^ 
aifft\ . of I moncy^ cQll^tp d thxQUgh ■ th^ townj 
9e-if8Uoed after the coffin to the, ^vc, and,, 
vliea .all was ^donej,; iukt4 tOtbe left alone. 
T]^ .sorit^ng - c^^d vitUdr^V. . a ftw only 
remaining, out of sight, to wat^— for, tbey fear-j 
ed',w^t h9>nijglit do- But vhep-he tbpught 
liiinself.iquite f^lone, he qolj flupf himself uporj 
the fresh grave ; and, after some time, «tarted 
}^ w^\i*A f_9,tt4ij ^ntipf the town, a«d tf this 
ditg^:rfl)iHiiiKai[|)c#9WB^ti} his real name, among 
itKMVplft and.fihfa)p.taUie inhabitants. 
' Swt in wme; dayF after, his old friend, Mr, 
Kfl^n^Jrl-hatii a-i^ght of him among his n^ti^^ 

hiUs,-,. J,-. l: 

■ The ct^rgypnaa had betii attending a oick 
call at some distance, -s^ was riding siowly 
bpinewaiid,.>alo!;>g'a joag^ and narrow khuI. 
Xh? imqpn, Bhone .^igh io the heavens. At au 
abn^,t«fn,yiithe;road,,aEaan, haggard, wild, 
ani.greiMiy.flgU*l#.0«WPfd from a bank, some 
paqe^,-^^^ hii;^ Iioldii^ a blunderbuss upon 
hi» (ff^ >ii?Wiilhe ^pxp^ instant, Mr. Kennedy 
fliimipnitt^ ayd, fvf^d Mm. " I am ,Jonn 
l^laOrr.,slfpekedthp wretch, "andjou^ye 



{|;j^t)f ^p ^tij'>m*gfit )«44' 'ft , iwieflt'^mfaiideahftoab 
[^^.*p .-^^<?feta§)<^ *Poi;4ben,!frflBe>ifiifiiJgrlgi«y 

t9Pi {¥ly Ib^j^f^t }' lo(()k''here'!7!> sxuitdbiBg, tmbodK 
XytfiU' t49A?>^in vrJbioh ' Johnc /ks^wjitbdikici^MMnit 

The Q9via)9^epufi;i]lA Ina 
John Nowlan cast the deadly weapon on the 
ground, and flung himself after it : the frenzy 
that urged him to the horrid attempt, having at 
once quailed before the voice which his ear had> 
from infancy, been accustomed to obey, and in 
the presence of the sacrament which even mad- 
ness durst not steep in blood. As for an instant 
he lay upon the earth, the old clergyman prepar- 
ed himself to address the poor outcast in another 



Jndinaiiy ^^iintiesiffi ii^iwInA liottdded^ iMkirtitlf , 
from the road. Mr. Kennedy remoiDK^'Hls 
^sBaat{ tbl<fVEBkai>pikfJM,io^ > Wtfe ^a^iitl, who 
\obmd Vm ^(iandl tUe'WeMrlsb^a^Mfliibu^^ttmil 

•^^a iiibQataifa H^rj ftwbltefi unth kt<» Mlttsj llwey 

tfouhd^&ndtt^ ta>I]|it9 <aiUt'ionpiie(<kltei^ ^r^«l4d 
'4»r^X)llli(dro10iitn;'i atd't^ th^'^diWov^'Vkll 
^M(ie4lntiuaiarivMi ^ ahd^- stared AghttM! ^at < bhie 
sdlDther ;:^aiBA)l&aB miEUiy -yeiartf ii WttS'^bdlfeVM 
lEnMiig'>>ias)iifetlRw:47iIdi35 that JMin' Newkttf iMd 
(dmfedbb; ^ci^^ft KIb of dTfin^^n. ^HSs tiN^ 
&fai3yilfai»t3e^ef; tmfe tied made ^acquainted UMi 
ittoar^Mrp fibr; a» hasbrfbre bi$eii* m^ntioti^, 
!di^l ](fr.^jSttiniM3r aver: 'diV«iIge< th^ idhoi;liiH^ 
rencontre which haditbi^tmighttlikeil |4«llbe't)^ 
4N^gwhliDriflQ|Jrdii9ranfoi(limate(rdstm ^ * i I* 

ni b«B ^^^odo oJ boifiot^i- rjj; iiijd ./Miunif nioVt 
-bfifn nsYs ri'jul/f :tn'jnnn'jij'r 'wir !'• .'>hi ^'^'/ki )ih 
InfiiBflC flBiol gA .1j(K)!((.ii <i .--jt- }«»ri tr-mb j».-on 
-iBq9iq nBm^(^'iC)Io LIo -jfii .•I'li. • ^.!• n(»];r vuf •(* 
i^rfjonB fli ii'BoJno io<a][oi1i >■'.'•..,.- ot iliciuiiil U'^ 



M6 awKivowLANr. 

»i — /!i^^ riuo (;*!(, ij:- f;- .)! t ,>.- Ti 

I . ,■! 'jifi'i j; 'I ?: *• j. . / '. ': — M '- ■ J'. .: ■ » • (r.'i- 

"''r";^K f> •i'-' ■••/ f')' .Ml.; I ", •■,^ '■' ,^_ f 
>•' ,!•,.•.» , ] i , r • • '! 1 •;«:iiuiw 

ottentioit i Jtnd ii»r Bvadbii nistt h9i pl$S80d [to>^p^ 
cur 4o b^ atibe mamonil^nrlieni iAj0W96q;a.«^« 
bf (hto 'lofarefhec^s violence^ lsbe'b^c9i(iiei^fa«btlfe of 

man Catholic church, though n<^!jsu](9^;^g}j^ 

)^r,Goiif0iMd9d and «lenV E«|gyi*;iMr.,ipg!jTi«^ 
aind old FrMwrrShaHa^^, ^Xf^^^^fg^^rs^'^v^^ 
fields .Iisteoii^to»Jciipi>/pety^{i^ s^^p^. },[fe# 
fewi tnom^nts the ipa^t-cfa^l^ ^f^. b^^di to.dfiT^ 
furiously oflF. ' .. r^uj . . [ ..u^/ w,;.. 

" Therc'Hegoe»,'(.aBtt^itb^^affjfJ>?^fqg the 

confused silence—" ai^ Jrt0^> ^aw. 3?^Ji cw^j^jfe^ 

inelii)eaiBaning*a£'fhaf3??!t /.' .iz-i ^i ri-.dT • 

'H^^ IiliGa,nILbt^^affl6lW8Ded Fm&k;> fV<»fl^othtt 

he is grown stark mad of.ayfattdd«P»*' vi ,^1;;^ ikmk 

Nor I, Sir,* added fP^;gyv»M^»cept/on a 

)tlDRXKlgbt.7 '.'••! .:u ^ •\'< l->4»\ ..jj / *• 



cc 



THE iVOWLAiSrs. WV 

'^ He seemed to speak of a necessity— a 
diameful n^cessity*^for your immediate mar- 
nage, Peggy,^ continued Mr» Shanaghan. 

^^ He spoke in great error then^'' answered 
Peggy, holding herself erect, and looking firmly 
from the eyes of one gentleman to the other. 

" He did, Sir,** e<Jlioed Prank; '* in error that 
wronged us both : and his unaccountable preci- 
pitUKTf, ttlthongh k confers upoa^me a happi- 
ness I long proposed to* myself, under certain 
efarcumstMo^s; and at a certain time, yet^«^ 

^^ Has inmfe you this young giri?s husband 
flgbiinfit yiMiv mitt, on this particular eveidn^f 
iift^n^iipfed 'the friar. 

'^ Not against my will. Sir ; that is, not againfit 
nljr^fbelingsfopMissNowlan, but soldy against 
present expediency. I bad' hopes that time 
woiild faayl? ambled me to obtain die- consent 
df my friendd ;- tb m&^ my marriage to them 
now would be ruinous.^ 
• ■ ^^-Then \vta« dd you pl^opose to d&, Sir F' de- 
^imdtM tb^old ecekiiriiytj^ 

^^ That is exactly the pomt neoBSsaoryi^r -us 
iH ' to ^temino 'ii&tt It boaoeraiB us all c tuir com* 
mon safety 181 wi'fe«iie.'' 

<»<Y«a«»5ludeme,Bir?" - i ^ 

** Yes, good Sir. You know my innnediatfe 



t^y.^tiijaceJbepora^ A^iwM^d with ypu? agj^fiy* 

nj#§d. ,^4 iUf gal .HWrri^g^. b^t^en..ft.JPf4?i(i^twfe 

Parliament that makes my ministry penal P7 >t>ig 
h^HMH9i^lyi9Pit-'my goQ^Sat.Vi ,.' » :" i.-H -' 
-iiS' l.li^Wgtt so. • iBwt,5yoii'Jl,v»e^rii«MNi liifitij 
if you please: leave me, to- take, c^f€^>f>firroy»elftT 
^ildtjtfst^andder. the case ^ith^iwtj&if^?^ q.: , T •»- 
)<fh WeU^ then. Sir ; ifcmyt ixRi^^.}^ at'Qft^ft i|^i 
faifaitdjsof my marriai^y I aoir'.<3QnVin09dri(b(^ 
^toiildilt^immeoff."' • .... '.'■•'. \.ni\ ,<\uvjl] 
ff V ^QSliat's more: ixv^rtoiit j , rand ydu,4bire|prr|j 
wifih searecy for tbepr^mnt?", f . u."^ y_ :..ij< bim 
Aff.FQX . Peggy '« sftke^ .as.^eflt /a^tmta^' j^kyrrTn 
ymifct— tbe imwt imiolfAlfi w«feoyi,fi[J[),Fipbu»ft{ 
sholUti(i|)faBiia^ ^e^h. odv^.POt:fftQi'$p$^rio£ftbfti 
n^sli^r >t)Q iani>tta^ bMSflU bte»g^?Vr( ';![/// •- 

"'iHtiiti?i48t vs/J^^jy^iffl t^tf'silQlrf«ioBr#iHj) 
be useful here, MUStet^: MtmSij iF^gyv.rWy- 
chiU^iKl^hair^ j[oti)doij«9r fqff^Q^f«0IfI(}^/ '' 

bP^iggjIrdiaa, ^fflooethe^ l^^dobft^^MlPil^I^tkOil^ 
bjrJi&r'jhsi8band'^<>siAe «b h^ib^id-hi^riJlaodjcihf^n 
head drtiopedvlpeobapfirrQDrft; ifi^iliiotgbt) JtWlit^/ 



Slit, itis'tiiy'df^'dli^ tiO'^iar^ ft^ hto iht^^«»V 

marriage a secret from eve)*y dn^ bM ttiy^fMfc^ 
alitftl^^itHMftfeii-'i^ttdj Wheh i&he'totiies home,^ my ' 

sister.'*'' ^>'^"'' I V » "> ■ ■ /-J- -"<'ii; • U.. ■ ' i » •« ,,f;.*I 

" But that may b^ Awf tery "wgy to" pflblih'it 
td^lAfe MiMef t'o^n^y V * delar ' Peggy M.]ei ' ^i ^n- 
ti^ ^ei^^tG^ mak^b'^i^ptiotis.'' 'I ■•/ i' 

^^ Icannbitfthliiki^iahe'iiedi»iiedqili6llyy'^tkM- 
ifll^^ Mb^#i^ iM^t^i^y oi* Bisier, wt)uM-breiikiltrUst 
it^nt^^i^tk^iiig* of wbkhfny hap^nebi^idB^'t 
pends ; and, as they could not get theif^rightlaiid/ 
tk^iid^yi'bjt being ^E^muji^ on 'my>«iiQd6n 
and strange marriagej 'the least' reslpect me' <iaiy 
naw'^ftoii^fbittii^iWiIt'4>e to idlthem^if >haft^ h&^ 
l^^ed^^cfthitig^ 'Oa»r adt^' tnyi tamd tctt-drnt^ 
b(^^ete^%t^]v4:He<<:;di3mtoandi» cf #h«iftbti^^ 

^< Well ;'' resioiSBdfJ Fj^flldbj ttftor^a M^eTektev-i 
dU¥fog<>wi^eb^«kr'fiiM iclo»dty wdUfijcd^'Hib-^ 

" Yo\i'iI»lfep£iip'| fURd<bett<)e9i,'V|jrLthia siUcii ' 
s^Q^tgl^oiAi^ ^QlilaS^ ^^ '0^^ £Mbk !jQ0i!iId 



110 ncB ^<im.A»& 

*< Theft,' dehrftftt Feggyy'^ntltiti^ Fmnfa^fliii 

YWacky^'-^ ftsk t)h«s' a^eialleiit > cdd g&wtiexaka 'to 
see yott hefaiet-^^x^mtiiu&iiMtte the-etrent to j^wir^ 
father -^nd toother^ juist ha yoU' Ilke^ 'aM exiMCt^ 
m^ to jmn y^ al ^ ^little-bridal Bupper, i)ii«s$^ 
than an hoar. Now I'me^t I^k after Leityi' 
who, since your brofhefir's departure, wfadts '««' 
tb kpxibe her to Long Hal!; aft^ tlMti nedeijsai:^' 
service I shdll fly t^ ^our fkth^r's; - Adlerttv l^ffg^' 
gy ; you cannot reAiBe the bride'tf kfesitt teafilt,'^' 
— ialuting "her— "And cheer n^, tnylifbr'fbr* 
sudden and extraordinary tu» tMer hiM b^;>;;^a' 
ktiow it is but an anticipation (tf'myftf4she9,'£tnd 
every thing may be for thebest^FarliWll f-»iiOft 
coarse" — in a whisper— " wfe Btteet' at yitfbr fy^ 
therms not to part'again ; ' tblGit '% yi^Wcannii ex- 
pect your husband to returti 'hoAe' tiarightL'*' > /n 

Burning in blushes, that immediUt^y chsQftg'-'' 
ed to paleness and tremMnj^, I^^g^y hkid<h!hi 
in silence, and, tak^gthe IHar^i nrmjptat&efiitd^ 
to her father's house. • ^' » -J-'^^ ' 

" Ay,'' muttered Ff&nk^ d9 he 'tlHm!ed>fri»i»^ 
tbeto to seeklietiy-^^ let the^^aiJni^'haT^ his 
way ; he only gives me the triumph that n^^u^ 
els^ could: %rhe wa4 rwt to^be surpri$edMft)fCe 
would have been dangerous— but Jthi^'ittHfekl 



Taa^fm^a^A^^f 111 

t}ni9[lib;0i«ri>< vei^» aptyihw owdl |ki8Okiitjiri0leiK)9» 
gin^ Qie riaj fintUfft^U^a lor Jbia.c^wii'.aQGttraed 
U^inr^ aiidrfof iUer( ahueerioi it ^ .l^ri^tting alkp 

tlmtjOotrnwimj \f^v4s^'i&^ smother., But 

^i^)b«rhiM)Tl^(<jl.etiey r ^\ Mjr e^oeUieot sistor 
n0t)^eiit> ? : > /Ho J .li^ty I jl)^QP9e aoawefs.; qiuk 
it Ihs |>Q9aibitQt? 4:fttii $uchtdwbla bi^ppiaes^ hav^ 
bi^to iii'.s^re,^ aw? No; ycxidei sbe ^U,, 
in t;^Qd^,.|cfff0w:9fe hU Iobs." . 
] iXh»- ^Mah (figure he now. more elosdy ap-* 
pproadltli,// ppi0T£d^ -however, to be. Maggy Now* 

/tSftJi.M^J lAfhftt; Iprings you here nfter.idl 
my cOH>miifid9 ^,Xw M^y^liigbteQed Miss Letty . 

, n*/. Irdtfibi't frigint^ h^r. , away.; an' yet sh^ 'i 
gMl^iWrfljj^ .mr§ ;a*wghi Alasther Frank-*' 
^^What do you mean? gpp^.hoizie? with a 

tiff CrtBifeitoriDittbliQi: wid- the. prif st^^ Iwghed , 

J^flggy« txiid ilt|nf'/Mj !j ' ' . . ., ' -,. ,.t •, . 

^^^cHoifo .5f9if .i^piittarraut yo»r Ja^^ oJ^.iW^g^l 

ItSMttnoti:be.7. .:.-^... ^. ,_•. . , .,." J, .J.,.,, 



Mi jii^»)Uik^<9ff ids fipw^£.riie^QQM]A<m>^^l§ 

•Si «4cfcjMfbPtrth?to,[«w Jttr4,BfiA|ikv^^WMfci^^^^ 
by the way, the reader WiJi^^p^ilfilk^lgfffiH 

OnwiiiBhai.aBe. .^O' gc^ -to DttbUflfefts^tg^fSW 
eany Mug) awdi.as all b4S/b(?p^i^«pt)Jed,jBP9^ 

iright ; I wiH.fle^ JQWch^lP tftrPOfTftWi-fiTSBii^ 

m)tia >r^oi4i? rt^aj»^fttiflpe.V[^, ^^,,„, y ,,,^|^j^ 

tcOHUgiiib^ iteyanM}sk».rbad ,J^«.Wl»,T%«iBlw 
■OHW, Ipiirj^ttrii btoe. 7.TbiBy,fba4wih(ijflfafe^^iJ 

hd:mnppdied sbe/Udtfwan ut b«[r.^9ilirfr^^tl4 

askUgiia ^iigh^rbiB ^aiW rbfe ^oitfl4 (g0/lind.f^^ 
Aioefadi«@^nQ(jR> ]t^y'«o^^rthiei^t;^jh«ffot^ 



the • yg^ ^^S^p'^}xsKA^'iifMnAi^>^^ 

H»'>p5^(^ yi^n«fti tteidk(«^fa*owH» infam 

ttgi^;^^o(i!i^ ^ht^' t<!)r t^bt t' skid ' dlsitit^d^; 

ySS^ i]Jttl^»,^<P^kiKetf laM'bt&'h«adi m Hit 

,toq^^i <M,9^ilrtH*»ehotfghti <*'to tei^itate iih 
house and niy^iHe]!/ tio^nigbt ; I cain breffbiflM 
rf^<IK^f,B^'jfhfe'ttidmog'( and /puiBuTt will 
tl%h^l^^afi^tt^4^ thanit now caight^pMeift 
69<Hk.(^1!^l^f Ib^y'^b^ seen eatlyy ta^iMy^m 
uS^hm^me&li'^riA MOV 'bring amte^.. ^ ^ 
sides, I must hid^^^it^^aylon^ H^ -pokieM^tibm 

igmk -M^ld^^^J^^Jnl^rajbt ibe"§oy of^Peggyfa 
t»i^}il^il^i^h^^im^y^ lie tpidefitlirillJtTdud 
Wi^ I9»cdi4i^i, k^itbMl^th^y will iMthJit^ 
li1^4dt^^i^l^^^^f{i(3tmr^g. '^A3^ r^ having .unoi 
ildfeif ^tfifMP^, ihi i» Mr likUy^tb dailyi^nathij 

ky^oligiiddp«llibgaeii'/&ii{ ^P< tM^hdemA 
At his uncle^s instance, Frank wrenched the 



¥A TRIE, }f9W'k^^- 

¥M*Bg vewj(<W?«?4 4l?nw4.PPW »a^-a.@Wj^ 
^p^m,0Sjtif^ gld >aQfes, will/be)<jft fr^ ;,fo^ \j 

fell ^, 1^^ ti^|)ipi„^e /|tpqpe4'^ I»pMi .WB/ 
one of L^y sj port/Wipft r , ^^a? glaAc^bp ftupg^il 

ftu .ftam hS«m w^^ iK>iitiikMe(l ia^.neiw Pmf/pf 

Mfb^n the .questidn wlts.>]^tff^^, t^eiij^airti^ $^^ 
ferii^gt mi my rain, ^y «tt§r,irwi9trfr)ss5QCcb%r 
ra0|eiV"perjMipi^ ( loss , qf M%r, Qxpp^j^Cy .rt. j^{ 
eif0nts>d9tectia]^^--^lo.iidngu^ ! I|p9»^bK^i 

of. ithalr:-*M;bftt id, ifi I :^«^p.. vAA^M'^tefli,^^! 
wh^ has .bi^^te4 . t^ ^lier^ r.Sh^.bf^nijlMJyWI. 

be.ftWe to ^u^)^t Jwli iSjwff.,^ JiiV^^fe 
mif^f for »a m*{)B- { i '5!he,itbipg'is.,^ftjpv^l 
pnlmn^ . Yeas X«^^tf.s^ [Ma«f{Q»tfffiF tmi 
home, in the morning. On my way-,J;^fMj)j^^, 
Cctee ;, I' : imii ffMrgf^ttisftf tfc^^ tfe^h i§ . W j^ il^si^al 

g«n iflfriam^, the ttfagiiimtQi^af^l g^t faj,«^'|>%9 
lorfedv or. wkipt ll»t)ugh Mwagbt tow«^» i^R^feaiWr! 



you waiting. "Tfeiliretfl of idhliefdef f6"tRiiik of' 
tSftf^' a^^hfe ^ei^y iilfelit, in rtiii b^bnihg' of 
^di'F^HM Jiiitoly irtitt 'ttiytieck b af noose, to" 

^^ifffing'hiihfe^li'5 |]fe^«t(d« ddim MiTfl Md out' 
of '^e iidiis^, a M^dnt, s^faf infiU^ coDfld^nee 
ad%) Ufok'Ut liiir dccbsiota) ^bfeifcei fDl* a %ii^, 
o^ib^'VBe dbof tdl himJ Walking i«i»dly, h^ 
^f^i^J beneath ^ <Ae tmitib)^ fck>f ()f itkb 
(sr 1rh@^^Idt«(^t>teyeedi^ blmitt tear%' 
iWit fliey^^*fe5pft tearfr^ joy. Peggy and ffaft 
Mktf UaiMtig^ Joh^d violent iat^r&rewee, haii 
mWfi^v^' asskiikA Aiat'the important' Mt. 
Fteifi'i^aki^^as iloMr Ube husband of their 
eMas<<^^t^><^and > ti^ey* r^oMy t^nsented to 
lMf¥il^t tifaii^sdl!^^ tvl^ch' sb neaHy donceHied 
tb«hi,4nk^^h6l^t]i«i¥^iKd}ly'ati^ed^ fo'hk^^n 
a^B^nd^n^, prdl^d to P(^ggy, fof cel^bi^atin^, 
itt*>*'li«le''iFaaiii}^*f6ay, th4' b^ppynight • Tbo 
^ted "iiani^ h^4if ^led^^egg^ tO'Ker nuptiri. 

I^MaiiyjIh^n^^t ^loitii^g(»: b^ ftt^ddltty left^tbe^ 
hbmf?^mk^i>iii^^i& bleprtb#ai*d«''tfae wr^tibb^ 

h§i(^c^Qt(^'^<'IU|?^ii^^yi jta^ (Bttopped / upQii>the 



himself he was alone, took out the key of Lettj^ 
sleeping apartment, hurlpd^it intp the turbid 
water, and.tji^ ,^r^W6 Wff^?:d ;. fl|.et/ Maggy, 
gave her certain instructions, and, desiring her 
^^hnr him-ekae^ /lttrbtk|j(ii»iIi^6dg'A^ll.^*'^^ 
.Ufim^ :jiMi»^liTa'.a0in»at'ap^fi(rel[}^>^i)6^^I^ 
ifA ihK gmitast ^seeming > k^mim; foiL '■ h«i^ ^<M 
Mn lbdng7WBSt]iDt'7i0t U)>i' H^^liui^^Wfiy 
room; tapped loudly; was desired^ t&^^^ftSttd 
tot) ^istooa before the^gbbdig^h^^iftaH^i^l^. 
aide^.Tvwdlifooking^ts'the.^r^uet'ed'^ i\^lk^ 

^>/30tJiiigbt bet tiredimie,4s:%dtiW^aiy^tl% 
to give a minute account of the way4ie iibkifS&^ 
niksAsd tfae.eiop^mirat: ()f ilitkPsi^^if wK^/'he 
said, 41 fitiwgfeiWcmdn^'>4rl^>Kkd 'lAi^itfrl^^ljf 
ivsknfased dt^ jost >tUeiiPimp8i^teds>tb^iinJi ' ^'f he 
fMibg^nfwMr.^lijm^ mkke i(mi\ffy^kiiSrm^'^^ 
aad t^ec)rJwtaerii>d0ediJ)|oi|«ant^^'eVWlb^^ 
spair. He would not believe the story— k^^wSs 
to X vBi^tidqpi^ibl^^rjiiiidf. f^iaik -gi^i^t ^49 ^er 

room ? No— Frank haa^n^tfqAdilgfetXOT ttfePf 

Mmp Hablsoi; o^nd)'^ Mm^^'^vL^^^'^^SOBsS 
l}lBti;r)<=aailedi--andn)oft>e(^ft^^M n^b^^iisWgf? 
Aft] rUfir)iiin(JieMna3tka»i)H?*ili^fti49e^^ ^ 



The ( (^cateljf-fifiiibed 1 ifliy,alid«<^thd ieiitfiit^ 

l^?flyiiJIWH?r§tk and the .r«rmntE ihcl hiA 

4vWH«ft;fffil^^^.Kr^xiki w«8 at Ue tidey and 
^^l.j^g fe^9d«,ijaM*4'J^orig fcdl^eepiag/o^^ 
neck, as he said — ^** Now, Frank, now, I hrfvn 
^tegK^ViB^pii^'fPj^'^^.^^ld f do: not deceive 

9H[",AtePr ^i;rr^^th ft. tmaribling voire, a«; he 
]^T^^jlj^(^6^}i«^haQd.lie»hddBOido6e. '^ 
3fj^Bu^ Rftimolt > tiier .wredohed: ^ oireatute -be iw 

8^-^fJc^^cjwp„jM)tr jjuipwfe^i'aiid 'brmg bet 

-fOiY QJ^* /S*^ ' ,llxili*re|>ttoiight ^«1hbat.^^' wai 
a^rfPTOyj^ljf)ilpp©Tr-Tn;j^ ..'.-•-«/ ♦ ;•.-.*-'•' 
.,9*flj^frei^,Bhj»[fr<OTarii,i![bo dwDtheirtM^ f**d 
4)*RSfr^W?ii^3P>ife#fty'? 'wiAabe .walkeA outltB 
?f§9febip*(?a JS§av^.Jwd'teart^lIi-^ititill»tWvfe 



aemWer too ! that ^<ijC)^,YilJl^.frTph,jJ^l^ 
^I 3u^t^' this lQpg^ftg^,;au4.^.ql4. jrpji I 

. "Yes,, my, d,w. unol^, jea |— jpd^^^^jJjjjU 
blame— hate ipyselfetepall J, fy^ ^^)^^^$fi^^ 
suspicions a|i4,counfel7^4fi^,X WTT^ficijg 
^ " Bqt th|8 woinaiQr-^hexe is ^e .?-r^?,T, i^- 
ipation may.give their rqute.at JcjastU,'' ,^:; ^^^j^^ 
^ Frmlc.rang the beU;^ Maggy, scx^n^ i^j^^, 
^d after describing, with needful .i^j^itipns, die 
manner of the elop^mep^ delivered^ to r Mr. 
'Long the following fal^ P^^f^ ^^Mi^ 



niece. 



" Afther I spoke to her, Sir, an! bid I^^^take 
heed what she was dpin\ an? she scoulded ^le 
for my pains, the jj^pung misthress toiild ^le to 
iMing you tbe§e words. Sir— f Go t^ my uia^, 

in the piornin\ an\ for your life., not afore the 

, • •^. *'■ t '•'.n ^ofi III ri* 'ri<cnon 

nv>nun\' says she, ',ap^ advise him, froin me, to 

give 

for, 

do ; an my coorse is my, own free choice, ,an 

neither he nor any other can turn me from it ; 




4^ 'iibWiiA. 'ih 

'*&ie fortin he ptoniised mo, he may give it' or 

' itbep it ; I 'm Hot afcanl of scelcing my own.* * 

Oii account of- some vulgar cmbertishmenW 

added by Maggy herstlf to this preconcerted 
^'ftiessd;ge, Frank thrilled with fear during its 
^S5eliv?ry, lest it should prove too strong, too 

strangely imnatural, for his uncle's ear ; hut 
'Hiic good gentleman's feelings did not permit 

him to see nice distinctions ; perhaps, too, he 
'"allbwcd something for the niessenger's character 
'"*'«id "probable exaffceration ; at all events, he 

.or , °" 

■ did not suspect it to be a cheat; and it in- 
''s'tantly'caiised liini to alter his determination of 
pursuing his unhappy niece. 
'■" wheii Maggy withdr^ir, he rem^ed a long 
wn'e siieh{, resting his face on his hands. 
'" "*' Human nature is the nature of a bea^, 
•'*T?aiJki* tie at last resumed ; " there is no ge- 
nerosity lii it; no lieart or soul; and« whatia 
Vorse,' not' even the grafitude of beasts for tore 
apa caresses qopf<^rred' As to aeGcacy or taste, 
aensi^cn^ pr ^gnity of character, pshaw I — 

(hat IS a dream. Here was such a creature as 

iii moil ■.tm'^TUi a-.^ ■•■<.'\i ■. ■ ■ ^'. ■','■, 
■we da nctf se^ every, day, and ^et she only 

pravestne inore.finiahecl deception, 'Good Kea- 

a'n n£ .iHoirvj.i :rij ^ ^, ." -. .. ■, 
ven! so Touifi;,.toaJ so seemmgly pure, ^m- 

oJ M ;ny/yrn"^' : -.t .■ "T; : f^:*^ : J.p^; 
pie, and innocent! and alter all my cnensh- 
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ing. Frank, Frank ! I am abused as much as 
I have been deceived.^ 

His nephew, while Mr. Long once more hid 
his face in his hands, spoke all the comfort 
that love, duty, and sympathy, could naturally 
be supposed to suggest. Mr. Long interrupted 
him, 

" I will deal very plainly with you, Frank. 
I hope you may continue every way worthy of 
my confidence and esteem ; but, after this 
chance, and in recollection of your earlier life, 
I doubt, I fear, Frank — pray, let me speak on — 
If Letty can, all of a sudden, deceive and out- 
rage me, you, who. have been in the habit of 
deceit, may relapse at your leisure.*" 

" My dearest uncle ! rash, headlong, and 
most guilty I have been, but pardon me if I 
remind you, not so much through plan as 
through impulse.'^ 

" I do not know, Frank. It was after I 
received the first private notice of your cul- 
pable proceedings at Oxford, and after you 
promised me future amendment, that your 
fleecing of that young nobleman came to my 
ears, in a way too you could not have pos- 
sibly suspected ; upon the occurrence of that 
jshameful act, which, but for my unwearied ef- 
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forts, would have cost you expulsion ; you had 
been, young as you were, an experienced gam- 
Mer for three or four years, and you know 
people said there was some plan in setting upon 
the thoughtless boy in the way you did. About 
the same time, too, you contrived to get your- 
self cut on the turf, while your suspected* ac- 
quaintance with the domestic inmates of oer« 
tain places in and near St Jameses-street ex- 
posed your friends to dreadful doubts of what 
might be your more hidden courses. Excuse 
me, Frank, for this retrospect ; but the present 
event has startled me into candour ; I believe 
you will see it make me an altered man ; at all 
cn^ents, it pushes me upon a question: why 
have you lately showed no anxiety to resume 
jour journey to Dublin, for the purpose of 
entering college ?**' 

^ His arm had scarce been well,^ Frank said^ 
^^ and he was just thinking to ask leave to run 
up— and, if his dear uncle pleased, he would 
start that very day.'' 

^' No, Frank ; there must now be an end of 
the scheme ; as I have said, you are the only 
friend left to me in the world, and that brings 
me back to my point. I. hope your reformation 
is complete, Frank : I will believe it is, but 

VOL. II. G 



vMXk n>? : , wbik w^ i live, , here or, elsewhere, , on 
t^rm^ of fjerfwt.gop^-.ysrill^ftnd ciOBifideoQe, your 
actioixs, ai^d ,tbe. 9h,^j|»9tef. of your whole l^f^ 
murt,gjye;t)pi9 thp b^/^tprcjof; I. expect to see 
np u^ysj^rjfj, pcftbiDg equ}yp<:al, nothipg.,t9 stait 
the sh^^o^ lof ..a fjoubt jj apd I fairly w^p-n yoi|| 

Frwkj ^at X nball be .mojre watchful,. aniJv.if 

I . • ^ • I ■ , • ''fit 

neiqesaary, more ^^isive than evfr, J t^J^jyo^f 
agaia^ I am changed — this morning has, c||an^^ 
me^ but let us n€;ver., allude t^ her c^a^n^ lefi^^ 
me, I wish to be alone, some time. , ^taj^f ^^xf^^^ 
when you go. out to the drawing-roo^pi. remoy^j 
any thing you may find there that-T-yjpu Hi^w 
what I mean; farewell." 
, ,With^^ good aflfectation of rppentf^pt,T^u^ 
mility> JFrank listened to hi^ upc^ i9»^ ^ navf 
retired^ bowing very lowly. Wh^ .h?r bfi^ 
left his presence, "I am w^r»ed,'^ be.,nnijjt- 
tered, ^^and, being no fool, shall ^tandca^^in^ 
gwwfd" .,..\l 

It is unnecessary now to say. that ,thQ,let^r 
his poor sister had addressed to his. ^u^l^ 
never reached Mr. Long* 

The news of John Nowlan^s fall liooQ 8pr^a4 
to his humble family. We shall not.attem^ 
to describe their agony. P^ggy^^ letter 3(9 h^ 
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may have indical^ it. Tlii^ public denund- 
Ation of the ref ractoty sinn^iC'kt the Altar of his 
own chapel, reilaained hidden from the twb old 
people: no one, not ^Ven the most baibblin^ 
and unfeeling neighbdlir, would tell them of 
that. TPeggy kn^w'it, however, and it Withered 
up her heart. Along with, perhaps, more im- 
mediate Causes for solitary df'ooping and fret- 
tifig^' it made her tife a waste and a burden, 
-flifter her beloved and lost brother refused to 
afi^sWer her affectionate letter, and after his de- 
hotindembnt, she never raised her head. Hei- 
yoiin^ aHaS handsome features never worfe a 
smile. 

' Tfank seemed to exert himself to the utmost 
to soothe the first storm of anguish felt by her 
htiA her father and mother : that was a passing 
consolation. But, in about a month from their 
ioi^rriage, he began ' to absent himself frcnnthe 
house ; and his few meetings with Peggy show- 
i^ neither the tender anxiety of a husband, nor 
eVeh thie fervor of a lover. The old couple 
noticed the change to her ; she made no reply, 
Irndf did not so much as weep in their presence, 
^iine wore on ; and Peggy presented to the 
eyek of her watchful mother promises of a na- 

o2 . - ^ 



9^1i^e,tif($fe«ily ^iMxmk iip<to..tbe ;i*ifiep(5itj[ (cf 

quested, nejE$: litey, 4u ptivate-inteirriew. .wUb 

" My dear V^ggy^'" MJ^g$9Xf, ".yiwfc <k>l nwd 
Willi to ruin yo^ri bnabai^d} 111)4' th^ifiltll^ of 

" God knows,'' she fi»id,/- J^w my^jfea^fc §Mls 
liOBf% the qiwstkpi^i'rr-l sm cfflrdeft?^ ftffr B?K «^n 
part, howsQon or how l^i^,yQa^o^m.rmmi[^^ 
f[)fy^ Fr«nk»'if thaA is what .you p^e9j\f[ ^uK -^ 
j,.*:*JBiityo«riapther, Peggy/i-7-Ae i§ f })§|}|(ato 
Wf^ f9!9!\i$k I ^nd if my upcfeiheiir^ (rf/Wji^ji^iwh 
1;^, I Ml you* pnce ^gaii), JuWiiabwin^d 
man... Wm you gp toX>ubUQ, for a .twwKvi>«» 
m9 of rcjy 'friends is anxioj^s.tP f^tt^tiAMKymffv 
, . f * No, ^ Frimk ; I ^anopt ,)^vq , (inyofnqtb^ 
side duriQg this trial ; but l.pro^B^.y^.4q;4g 
my b^t with my mother tp make h^r .^^K^^her 
peace; and let the good n^gWKijaii^jpay .^jirtl 
l?hat Aey Uk^. of me ^let th?m,jBay,^$b^ '^be 
gister of the n:iqaway iwie^tr-*'' ., . j !^^^ 

: , <* Cqn^ qofw, Peggy ; 1 ,«#. wbimppri^;;..ffefttj 
you knaw,j is. .^i^lesfL i . .^ : ^ de^J* / b^rfj ;j j^q 



*' What* if, Prattfc'??? di^j aSked^ -^kiHigSh'd 
Ikfttfe^atffd^grai^yttoWng.ott-it.' ^ • - .f^. ' 
"lo t^jfJSiv^'toM yQ#;- « tioiiriistoifig dt^ughtlblr 
persons in your state : — and His not s^^Ssbgt^^ 
aJite diW4fei(-:^jriiir'try.it.'^ ' . .: 

dim Myi i&^k^ win ' k^v^ betl^ ehan eiihet <rf 
t«}>r?«iik? ab* I will #ret »hdw it tt>4ier.^ ^ 

" No, 5^«^gy,'^ snatching' i^ as ^she was* ab^kit 
«iBp{j«4« 4>, <^ if yoA sd uncerefeotdously ieject 
v^f%]^^hi Cic^ other person shalldecSdebeti^i^ 
ks^^^liciil^^hi^ tell yon, madam, tins is vim^ 
irfk^edk^ous^ mofe insolent than I i^ckoned 
v^ni&bk^^a to t&^.'* He rose tip ffeie and 
fi^t^gi^%id' handsome eyes flasiiing, fer the- 
Bk^iim fien^ely and ominously on Peggy. ^ 
id^i^l^f 4io you mean, Frank? what have. I 
tSOti^ R^^'hdfr able to rise with him. 
oiit< f^ke- e^lanation is necessary, madam, I 
shall tell you. Yxm call ttie a husband ;' yoii 
ptA^ss ib^ faf^ld towaa^ds m0 the duty of a wife f 
P^JMit fPto yiour aflFeifetiona.nd obediei4c6 to oblige 
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4ttid obey me mtntodifitinct natt6r8^.'Hiiid yoii re* 
fuse both ; but by IheiUght/of Heaven ! — ^lyjr^*+^^ 
' He fitamped, taidri^aa ^coming outctili^eous, 
Mrheiv ¥effgy iuteri^npied^Mm^-^^^ Gm me^tbe 
draughty again ,'^Stri givdJit; deal* Franks latn 
lorvy for hanmg i;ve»ed joeH^ve li^^**^! will 
dribkit^at once;, there oaki aureLy be no^ harm 
in so simple a matter.'^' Wholly iitiatififMcaofiSy 
abhough ahe had been prudent, P^jpQgy reacihe^ 
out her hand. His eyea. flashed- with a diArcfnt 
passion aahe gave the bottle* luad said-^'^ That'^s 
myyown good gentle Peggy, dmk,.^4;.K€^t 
^rength.'' .. , m. 

t Sb^.raised the phial to her lips^ — ^be^^j^t a 
hop, step, and jump, tumble over a bi^pk .^j^pie 
PeeryConolly, and with ojpie judiciops tap](^ his 
. PKidgel shivered it in pieces^as be cried out — 
^^ The divilVdam's cordial I not a ta^ of it^a 
we want ! hould your baud, a-chorra! it^^ die 
dance it 'ill gi^ you ! the dance, ar-vourueea ! ihe 
dance that Ul never let you alone, night or d4y, 
orvrer-fan-hether, in town or counthry r'-r-^n^ con- 
tinuing to speak after his deed was done, Fe^y 
capered about, with might and main^ as^ if to 
bold up himself as an example of the vi^ta^n 
he conditionally prophesied. 



> ^^Iniqpiidafit : rftacal J^' t cried Toranlf , ' ooUaving 
hk^y ^^biDwdiii8t.yim)daiaiafP'^ ,) , . ^ 

^^ Jt ^s not iiha,% butathifey /i-rboo^r . imsitf red 

Peevy, n^rHritb- ^reit >6ki^,r he'tn]^^^^ uf) his 

hedlsL ITrank started to hk feotfin a moment, 

. aad^ whale Veggy^ iscieoDed , alomd, again ap- 

. rpioadied' ' hhft • ss he ^xolaiiiied ^^ Scoundrel ! 

jT^iNiBfaaU he dtil3rptinished fcMr]roui!iiisoktiee! 

:/irbat is^jotik' naitie'? ; who ov whi^ are you? 

1 ViUhifa 1: jbu shall diake/£or if r 

^^^Anil 'Peery got through his verse, $till capenwg 
strangely, "an* that^s my name, so if is;, an' 
*' atbottt ' the shatin*, let us thry who's to shake 
'fifstl'wliisper abit — " 

""''^^ Hy darted suddenly to Frank's ear, gave one 

^nauaible whisper^ and the result show^ that 

' F'raiik, indeed, was the person doomed rirst to 

* shake, atid shake fearfully too. He started 

'feack as" If he had been shot; and while he 

ttembled from head to foot, gazed horribly on 

"'jjoor Peery. His eyes glazed and set, his lips 

^- 'parted widely, and moved as If in slight con- 

"" viilsions. Presently a sudden change came over 

'his face, his brow knitted, his glance lightened, 

his teeth clenched, and he slowly moved his 



iSm lamkjmxm^sam 



^^ Off, woman f? ^i^ij|gfr]ier'«i»d^.i9 mde]y:s 
tb^ 8)^^]^teidii|ii^.feH«M f tli^s^irokR lor fthtit 

a lawful revenge, y in i^£wdiffig9fffiiI;ii£)a(ttodUUi 
tr^ifi9i:4''> lie,..co«tiiiu»dit ^oi^r^r^gi^'i ^it^» 

E.Yf^ i^jiit: ip^ t]*^[nbl« ! .<3wa^M»!jpikI idiot, ttiriw 
deed, and none wiU, belike. ^yqu^iiHtplibemi^ 
C9ffl^L$<^»^l%°$^cll ^<^ipe fiioqh^i.SMiiBpbTiJJfbttr 
kq^Mi^ l9iy,iM» and. piwimiscL and isxtvc^imiskd 
hmobk yo^r6elf in thedu3l,> oj wte iipitai>|r<imid 
miserable hi^l B^waj:^! I say*":, v]I« -' ->»][ ijijli 

IJeprusJ^ out of fiigbty ffndrBmj^/^^enlii]!!'- 
ing a mom^t ludicroufily ^: tttiihiajihisio&rdWiiicii 
and ge$tioi)lalioD, gave two or th^ jMn^ifbd- 
ent. €Cip^$, aod with m ^pillahla>JixQMx>^<S»"9d 
daaqedioff in another direcftfoA. .. .i ^ i r > vr odi 

^^ The good Qg4 deUverme fi^K tlotat dDbaii)li?<x> 
cri^ F^ggyi now. left alone, nsjshe ^/wchpuib 
ing on the ground ; ^^ the good God that gafoob 
me^nlqhi^.pawieri dielixrer iPi^* frwt Hushands^! 



you this day to relieve me ia4lf^krflbMl^>ftiU^^ 
oinri^injldiieMbrM 4^/t4ilix^Ya 

fHend laUbe'iKdrM't&f^iid'ap'ffti^^ ^aV' 
a^Jtti «b^Jirfiat«iiiI to do ??«»' ' ^ * * 
l^flYoii a«e to^piit your tt'utK^4n'€he €rdd'y^«r- 
hnt r jprbked;' invi^^eeii^' and ycm4»t k6 Act 
aAial(ir«iJd';aa'4iOAQ0t' ^t,^ Bald Ibe Voice ef^' 
IUU»nSHu(daghft% cld2^ liy her. < -' ^ 

et^Mi Si]E^i8ir» fiiiy abd help tner clin^g* 
t6t^ tAd smt^^it kae^Bi ^ You do not k^^^ 
wfaiit<^haipih«ppeiied«««^hat has Just h^p{!»eiie<f, '"^ 
id tlinrr?^|ufflfKe> en this sp^^ i '^ 

itfd^tiidb HEhough) my (child, I hafti*d all ituP 
hidim^uiA ttoyoa; and my own hand dhoukiP'^ 
hafs>4flib9d the |^ial ftxnn your lips, h^id hbt '* 
that poor silly creatine been before mei'^ ' ' 

-^iiie w^GDtcd to poison me and my chifci, 
Sin F) doBtitiuedi Peggy, sobbing wiMIy . 

4SiN%:Feggy^ yon wrong him a little ih&te; ^ 
he'6&lrf :wmBAi^ to wither up, bef<H*e its time,- ' 
the infant you are bringing him ; nothing ds^ 
ootUAofbe hive intended-— simply because 'he 
dwBfAnot% but that he certainly thought to 
doe^jE:'. ••-' '■■-■■■ •■ • ^ :• . • 

^^ Yx»i: tell me bo. Sir t^ die resmnedy 6kywl3P 

gS 
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losing witib. fiie frkFa^beliii and appatebttymoti^ 
fiiwkM itd] thictf ddf ttolyy iHcth at fa^t firftt 
jQiipi^op V ^^ die iiiJMBinbn^iriaai £odd lie tacm 

*atr '. ..,.1 . M .; '. ^ • .' ;.: 

. ^51 havemy k»ira. reas^Ds ^ordudkiag-*^^ 
baps for knowiilg what taa^v Aiid. YeuihoVe 
k«aid. I-ajniiamiaifumtiTSi oiddL lULdw^tiidligh 
idcmJte^^nys sacis so^iand t]ia.t ladBiqfttes- 
tion9fasd g^ ai|swers.vbeD .nob6dy miiysiiinei; 
and then you see I am mostly on the foot, Iiel^ 
and there; oi% td tell the blessed trath'» if ''s^ the 
pooft^grey that % ittoatly on the foe4i^ and f » 9911^ 
M bcv bapk; 9O1 to make a kmg fetory shorty. I 
believe I heard say where and h6w:he>got^he 
Uttie bottle yeHterday evenings aiid foif wbiA he 
wanted it." ^ ... r 

. " Then, Sir^' resumed Feggy, 'who ;hi^ list- 
ened with profound attention, , ^^ m*y ip«rb is 
taken,'' . ; ,.- 

" And what part is that, a^vcHinMen ?''- i » 
.^^To save myself and my infant f rom tW^ 
man, Sir.'' i '. ! » 

'* But how, child? how?" - . " 

^^ By never seeing his £ace again, Mr^Bfaai 
liaghan." .11 

" No," rejoined the old friar, frownliig 
shrewdly, as he shook his head and }6oked 



iloiRn.'; ^^dmt wba\ ^ lieitlieTi Listen to m^y 
*Hia-ceUeen]:. There ^^s atlittle biid tint cmneft to 
iDSi-widi iiinra^ tMwr end. tUti^ and" is i}u^ afWr 
telling me another thing : your husband \v«lkf8 
toiWf. iie 's inol ycnir ^ hnslMnMl, and ' thai your 
daldis not to 1« «i» hdnest ehild.^ . / • t 

- ^^BSy looked- simple astcnDishmen t ; she) itnew 
Bo«^n^<of tfa6' Statute book, and ix>ilM not 
xsofipiidiinid tb^ • meMing or praedcabiiity 'Cf 

.:^V AndsmoreoTer^ my pet, be has been' put- 
!ting (|iie8tioii8^ I hear, as to whethev he can get 
kncfteilit ^'Botamy Bay, or hanged, far marry- 
iiigtyoutuHb'himi^ * • 

>. She- looked still more confounded. I^he 
friar explained briefly and clearly. P^ggy 
^mi icjuick at apprehending, and she af once 
undevfltood die whole question. 

" So that you see, Peggy my child, it isii't 
by never seeing his face again, that yoo and 
yiQiar Htlfe burden are to be saved from shame 
and danger.^ 

" No, Sir, it is not, I believe that, now ; 
Qor-can you, either^ Sir, be saved in this way.^ 
Her agitation subnded, and she only looked 
veiiy /tboughtlitl. 
ii V< JJever mind me, Peggy ; and I tould falm 



/T ' 







^FChbiktSt^a wffl^^¥e iSKi^g]Mt4trellgt|f4isl^fllfs 
%fetfheSs;?>' '• ■' • '^ • • -1 ^^v^ /I ^ 'jr^ 

^ *<* WeiJ; I dotft^ fattif foii; fl»d «{dwJ«<«dt 
tin I'ieHyoii what I Ibbikyoiv^tr^f^y^^. 
You know, he depends entiS-ely on M^^iiHCte. 
^^^(^kn6w^, tb6, his imcle iJB asgded «[ tnati> ^ Ae 
'ira^4)ad- one."^ ■ '•'•.•■. -. .- r^q I 

'^ I do, Sir;. and Ise^ the ^^yyoa^M^^aiapto 
point out ; indeed, I was thinking of it/' 

". That 's my brave colleen ; I expected no 
less, and you 11 just put yourself at once un* 
der Mr. Long'^s protection, won't you ? Just 
tell him the whole story, plump and straight, 
in your own little way ?^ 

" I Mrill tell him the whole truth, Sir, from 
beginning to ending, if you stand by me.^ 

** And may be I won't. Do you know what, 
Peggy ? The poor grey is nibbling a bit, at 
the end of the bosheen: bundle yourself up, 
body and heart, together ; — take my arm ; 
I Ul put you sitting on the crature's back, for 
I know you can ride sideways in a man'^s sad- 



i^^j«^f{n4#f. 



m 



but to mak^ .§ttM*i«r€^. I 'II Iftcby jauiby,,^ 
;bi3d}%-apd. i^ bfl^. w bpur, or.jsq,. wf'U be 
.IpBlk^ up. L993i{}.Hi^ ftv^flfi,; wbrt jdpiyqp 

say? There ^8 no time to be lost; ^, oi^lt 
t]9ttsty/A9t{ go o^ef yml fOF. nothing^. wd- the 
dl»rUjis]iH|W cQimngi9a; sp, here '9 an <)mld|n«)}'s 
^nmft'f 01: you, if you call trust him.'' . .. V 
>iN i* JikiVay SiodySk^ in you, and in th^ igght, 

I put my only trust,'* answered V^gSuf^^ 
jaoQfipled'the/pvoffered arm^ ; - 
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Afx£R leaving P^ggy and Peery^ firsDk 
Adama b^t hia steps to his naele^, s^ firel ^walk- 
ing rapiillyyaod tken skwdyalvdtthot^litfiffly^ 
wfaeii' h^ began to grow ashimedi^f Ae- ^ehe- 
malice imto whidi be had beea^betreyted. -rTAii 
aAmdance of the danger tiireatened i nr • p<^ 
Peery';, whisper, beome his chief SBbjett of 
medittition. Eveo i^eggy Nowlan, and all^ cna^ 
nected with her, at present yielded to the 8i)k^ 
periof importance of this matter. Ere he bad 
gained a view of Long-Hall, Peery's destmici 
tion was ncrt only resolved upon» \mt pk&ned 
without the seeming possibility c^ failure. : ' All 
the means were at hand. As if fortune atiicil^* 
to favour him, a perscua, deemed by Fxe^ Aor 
be most useful, indeed, indispensable in tih« 
projectj met him outside the shrubbery, ^oe^iv 
the house. He could not eii;pect to siee hU 
friend i^ that vef y place, although he kioew be 
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was within call. They whispered together a 
few moments, but were obliged to separate very 
suddenly, as a slow step came down the shrub- 
bery walk ; and Frank, now alone, advanced to 
see his uncle. 

After a salutation, '^ Who was that ?^ asked 
Mr. Long. 

^* Where? when, my dear Sir? whom do 
yoiTiriiean?^ 

.^ ^^ Tfac' persoii that toraed from your < dd^, 
atitbefir end of this path, as I came up^r 
j.'^^ Deair tmole^ I was quite ahme; no one 
tiibied. from ray side ; you must fasve 8e«n 
n^kpwh aiiadow smong the traes^ -faintly -nasi, 
by tdio* aoaoon just beginning to shfne^^^'*^!!^ 
IvMn bimiiti&iUy she does sbime i-**«)r thediadm 
o£'Osc! of thd stems, Sir.^^ 
1 ' *^ Perhaps ; yet I am not qoite oertatB^ 
Brank«? 

i;,^fMy dear uncle! what can you 'mean ?*' 
« ^ Thifii^ IVank, — ^you b^n,«---ymi have more 
tfcirifeih- begun X<^ break the compact last entered 
]«lt(y%i«twieen us^^pray do not interrupt me. We 
w^^ Hd htrre had no mystery, no doubtfti), or 
ms^V goings on : but, Frank, all yon do, alt 
yo^ say, all connected with you, is doubtful 
and neer^t. The very tones of yotir vdce, the. 




intk yma. I onoi hear dus 
people hoA dbont mj 

oC thiWj aiejBot 

4]f tbemlukki mj hooaai Xistta to nif. ,^ 
B«t fast aigM, «s I ktj Mrake^ I hevd jpH^o: 
uulj p i l iiMw ijBg all jtmr |»emiitisii% amoffi^^^f 
to kare the Iraoae^ (and lAerr ia anodic j^r.^ 
itaa^ «{ jimr ieoat prooeediag^) and ntiich j'^ 
interested, of ONnsB, I voae, djp^saed. mjs^ ^ 
ttF' jFoa issue lovaids tlie TilU^ di^uiasd-rp 
but' that k Bofc the poiat : lumii^ watcbed ^ 
yoti froin the pariour windows^ I was letfiipr ,,j 
ing atone t» jny chember, a lamp i& my hjui^i, j 
when a foot sounded stealthilj in the staix^-^ 
abgve me; aad^ looking up, I caugjbt }ndis« 
tinclly the profile of a face I had befqiB.se^y .^ 
althoD^ I bad no li^t to see it a second tim^. :j 
in my own house, at the dead of the nigt^'oi 
Da not snaile^ Frank, do not atteaipt to teU^;ne. ;g 
I aught have been mistaken ; that pale, calm^^^^ 
nuurUy face^ it never tp b^ forgotten >-4nd. |Jt,yo 



kj 



oii#'tf^'e'/«ildWB MgAgedid tW<}attt9g^^;to I 
wffilt^ jUr'tJl]tiJe,"liv^ in the iMi#ib<Ait4icpd^'.c 

to<H(tfe biAi^U fr&Bft ttttise. 'lieorttH.tedJMlstft.a 
hiA;'Wtt'B^ctfBie-MtfaerBasured'beWs(hie'!tfei7>'ri 
pei86n^'«%iV fit«d upon' me, And ■•'ctubd«ti:aie<') 
in^"ateii^ 'BiM,beRire:T%l>iilditJ*iay'Au,.'£ 
cid^'steps; T wwte to Mr.' laWsMt."^- •' - n;.;ii 

■^kte coiold ^ve yaa no asaifltawee, Ftaokj'i* 
in 'td^tMiyii^ th^ man : for LaVBOn'-B> depbsu^ <I 
tiotls,-di^wti upi fay binself, and whitih I kiH"C 
hol^^'asstirt^ his ignormtoe (^ Hie poMiw of any,' ' 
of tfce maUlcoaeh lolibera" • ; •' 

" And so th(?y do, uncle ; and that was not ' 
my motive in writiMMI all; I only deemed 
that tW) respeciabki^^^H^lp the fact of the 
robbCty would be b^^^^^^^h^w, my dear 
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A; {urivate iBmfagPf^ lu0 arriirBl. in- the village 9> I 
sent him word to meet me as ptnrately iiuthe 
hpuae, Ift^re,; that ne* might go over the -whole 
3aiatter, aloUe;. he cav]e;t)OwiB»d$'midtiight^ d«t- 
iDg upon pairticular infeiimatidB^ I nspaiiBd to 
the village, to obtain, in a pubUc-houssey a i^ 
fXfad 'Closer obsenraticm of die robbery Mr. 
Lawson remained behind me, and you saw hiok : 
I returned penfeetly convtocdd? indeed^ more 
tbaA'Cverso^ of the identity of the'lettow in 
qU€S3tion; and we bat await the assisUnbe of 
coolpetent officers to lodge our jfoint-infbuna- 
tions, . and secure, his arrest. And now,, my 
dearest uncle^ you will ask, why 'conoefd tMs 
from you P Bfut need I answer? Yon were ikh 
iikvalid; your nerves shattered, indeed, ^£rbm 
various irritations ; and surely it was my doty, 
tlie common duty of grateful affsction^ to $ave 
you from any protracted annoyance' on tfiis 
head ; to wait until the thing was -done, and 
then at once inform you of it ; not fret ;jrt)u 
about it, morning, noon, and night, during Mr. 
Lawson's long delay and indeciaoo, whidu fnoln 
the beginning I foresaw.^ 

^ Is the gentleman now in the house f^ ask-* 
ed Mr. Long. . 

^^ No, Sir ; hs baa walked down to the vil- 
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Jagi^ji 'bnti if ydu> srisb, you caHsee him to- 

;' <*^ Phm-ul stop ii))itv mai'anivif 7<ra pleaaK, 
Iwre/' iotenrupted' the toice b£ Friar Shana- 
ghan^tadoionifibiiigiliis ^ poor/gvey,^' aahe led 
her up the avefeutie. 
r^^Wbo are thoae persons i^ enquived Mr. 

^^ ]Q[«anren andeartiir Frank began^ g^i^g 
'•<i vielYioflrbe group: then checking himsellS'-- 
1'^^ Wbo-can th^y be^ indeed P^ohy some wander- 
ing beggar witb hia wife, ass, and brats. Allow 
.'ine,,my:dl»i:- uncle««--tfaese scenes are too strong 
-i&c you; I Willi soon telieve you from thetn* 
Fr<ay turn towards the house, Sit ; the night^mr 
rdo^s Hot serve you: thanks, dear uncle; and 



now—'' 



. ^SDq not dismiss the poor people roughly, 
Frank) whoever they may be ; give them a lit- 
tiie A9St0tance,'' interrupted Mr. Long, as he 
^w^lbed. asiFay^ 

>v^^. Fear nodiing, Sir«'' answered Frank, as he 
bonaded from the shh:d>bery across the lawn 
that separated him from the avenue. 

. " Wdcome, Sir,'' began the Friar, wliile he 
came up ; ^^ seeing you and your uncle toge- 
ther, we halted to speak a bit." 



-::**iMy'Utirfe*Mi41tgfetfllJ^seeyotifn the house,* 
gMid££r3'ttti^iMU6etlt^ini^ to^y a^ihu6ht6y6ii' 
and .youv «Mit)tf^Onti^Ah f^P^^gy^ my life, v^£it 
briags-yoii^^tiitofetcfr^'- ^^ " ' ' " ' ' ' 
»^ A )iMl#4^^ness, Sir j a little business/ihar 
omicerat yciulaM'her,'' knsWered Mr. ^lahai 

" What, Peggy !" advancing dosfely to 'h*i^,' 
a»d.0[>dakH^/^dUiltly^ thbtigh in a suppressed 
tpnet ^«Mt- *ii( tJiean that you j)^op6sd ti)' 4d-" 
dros'iHiy^iMte on the subject ofHhe cdntiextbii' 

*' Yes, Sir ; on the subject of our marriagfe^ 
ami^neve^'F^^yi'^th emphasis. ' / 

A^^Bbr'God^ft^'sakei for bdth our sakies V 'SfuV 
fu^'gr^ast'mt yMr private ear, only a motti^nt' 
-i^^jdstaildW the to lead the animal b step aside-^ 
JQflt adt this gbod man to allow us- oiie centf- 
dentml :^vtffd ; this caii&ol htem yba, ^^^gy?? 
and I entreat it r •' ^^ 

' 8h& visqudsted the old ecclesiastic to taki^'^6^ 
ntitite.x)f Frank and her, for an instant'; inSi^ 
Fmnk led: het out of bis sight and heaHiij^, ;ks^ 
the Friar fiiuteer^, *'Ay; let him plfli^er 
you iqgain ; d6% I see the end bf it.^' 

Now, Peggy,** rebumed Frank, When therj^ 
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me to my uncle ! It wottI4Tl?i?.l9yjW9;i h^jB'ki 

«>i9p jaiu(cpQiiixl»bH ilUkumQMt ngidmf toe— 
«^4j#-y9Rev^FtJ»y^4 merTi^andk.IiWitFe yoM 
did, and hope yom dfH^t. yi^. love thtxhiU: 

yY^M^- ^'^V^^r :i»teixupled P<5g|piH-t^>. jdieiff 
if^jp^gi^ lid^|x,|i^jfc eflBw>t from yptt-^fivni jro^: 
w^^..tbf^.4ayj*tlM)U|;^t to make sa«.fiI|«F my 
love for my unborn infant and for titf Goii in ai 



^^ou mean that ao^urfit draiij;htr^yoo jSiqiH 
|x^^ it wfks, intended badly;, some ^ fool fatld 
iQeddler. I?iaa told you so-^-Jbut^ iAmoM^yufit 
gY,^jP)ii.wToijig m^, sorely! I offevod Jt bvkl- 
f^j^yovif, good— it could have jxroduiasd bo^ 
oth^i;,.e|rect^J[ett me be cwfouaded >f«r^ etpr ifi. 
it 'could. The thought is horribk^ P^ggy^ 
hornji^l . pf your husbandF-^-of the fadier. t)f 
ye^^ inij^r-^throw it from your, heart, aad j]£: 
t^^ be^yQ^r only reason for coming, to destroys. 
u^,,.iKHh. to-ifighty. just turn hooie figain^ and 
■ee what to-mprcpw will do 1 On my knecS) in«^- 
d^d^ Cbe Jcnfat> f < I iwk that'' 



*VIt 18 Dk)t myoniy rea8oil^^Fralik: I fe«f 
somjpllifiDg <erfen wcme ; 'I &dir joti want to fefty 
we are not man^and viBey ttmt ouf ^thUd is td 
be a base-born child, and that I—^ she 8to|^lped. 

" Madaess, agiMii, Peggy4.HHforBe than Aad- 
n^mi I :^ear fto yoo^ on-my. scral, and my 
souPs hop^) you are shaiaeially wroogkl iby 
whoever baa told you this. Listen, bovine. 
Only retntvn liome, and give me a few'Ii^ub^ 
preparation, and before the dbwn of nooning . 
I will prove Uiis cannot have been my intenfion. 
Let me have time to npeak 4o a Prot^sabMi^^ 
ckrgymaik^-aQd» about midnt^t-^^^ay tireHie 
o'^^dk, exactly— let you steal out^ of 'i your 
falber^s house, and meet him and me it«tl^' 
upper end of the Foil Dhuiv — 'tis 4ihe nearest' 
point to his road — and there, die* mo6n aoeul 
stars ibr our sole witnesses, except the aU»B6diig 
eye above them, there, Peg^y, shall jrounajtoFi^ 
I be. re^narriod, according to the rite of the 
establi^ed church^ — will that satisfy you f will^ 
that show how much I have been belied? wjili' 
that restore you to no confidence in the husbflnd 
of your heart?— and, after it, can you not 
con80nt to await a proper time for my pubfio^ 
ly taking you by U^ hand as my wife ?" . . ,». 
" It would, indeed, satisf}^ me for the 



THE HOrUfZASB. ' 1 48 

se^ Frank; Uncl^ I hapt^ my&ther and 
iDQth^ too^ What iB the name cS the dergy^- 
m^ you . iQlend • til bring with youP hare I 

seeatUia?'^ - - ' 

.^5>Yoa have^ my doubt ; youBg Mr. Sirr; an 
admirec of one of my sisters ;* he sbidl be the 
man :i I aan quite sore ot his d[>liging me.'*^ 

*j^ Well, J '11 meet you> Frank, at the ripper 
end fffitlie Foil Dhtriy^ at twelve exactly i ^d 
nfiidneb^t Mr. Shanaghanby my side.^ 

L^Jfo one on earth, Peggy f — no human 
bfiioi^by ybur side 1 Consent to this, or we are 
indeed undone : I fear the imprudent babbliag of 
ymur. friends, one aaid alt— «ee . how they have 
iojlired me in your own opinion already*^it 
cannot be*-^I will brave my uncle at once, 
ridwr than that"" 

v^Mkit witnesses are always necessary,^ urged 
Peggy, coolly and watchfully. 

.ff I know they are, where doubt exists ; and, 
silioe yott- doubt me, Peggy, althou^ I first 
tkknight tA be quite alone, witnesses you shall 
hiive^+Hif my chince, though-^Db not dissent, 
buiiilisten ! one of my brothers and one of tny 
ttsteiis shall rcome wiUi me, and be ready to take 

you by the hand'-^my eldest stster-^Are you at 

ease^ now ?*^ '■ 
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<< You promke, this, Frank P lodging serf-^ 
ously upon lum. 

*^ On my life, I da !-*y et, if you will doubt 
me still, what use of a promise or an oefth f 
have you not your remedy in your own hands? 
11^ when we all meet» you do not feel pleased 
at the arrangements I shall liave made, can you 
not keep your cruel resolution until morning, 
an4 accuse me to my uncle then^ as well as 
now ? Dearest and only-beloved Peggy, your 
heart must be quite hardened against m6 and 
my child, or you would not hesitate so long. 
This is the very harshest treatment — I did not 
merit it-^Grod knows I did not.*" — She thought 
he wept. 

** Then I will fully depend on you, Fianb*^ 
No; I have no doubt; I will have npne; I 
can have none ; I will meet you and your 
friends quite alone. '^ 

. '^ Eternal thanks, my own dear Peggy ! But 
now, I ask you in turn, is this a solemn promise P^ 

^^ It is : a scdemn promise, before Gk)d.'*' 

^^ No ope shall even know you leave home ? — 
Assure me of that too ; for thetr su^dons would 
be as bad as any thing else : they would follow 
you, dog us, and ^you promise.again ?" 

" Yes; 'tis but part of my first promise; I 



mmLJom: 14i 



qpM pot l«ure lione alooe^ uiikis i hid my de- 
parture from every one in the hoine.^ 

- >^ True^ trae;— and tWe is an^er little 
mMer Aat, as you say, also forma part of your 
fiest Bclemii ei^ag^noit. If no one is toknov 
where you go^ you can tell no one; neither fft- 
dier nor mother^ nor yet this cdd priest— ^ta 
giKid:old gentkntan — ^is it not so ?^ 

-'fv^^^'iGertaiuly.; I must be as silent as I aia 
oareful.^' 

/^ And of course, again, when he adts you 
wjpfl^ we hare been saying, you casmot answer 
hini r 

' *f Not a word.'* 

^^ But what will you say ? You must inirent 
9oiiietiring.;'*-*let us see/' 

f 'i No, Frank ; we are not obliged to invent 
any things /It is not neeessary, even if it could 
be done ; even if I would do it. Should he ask* 
reuB^T yi61i just plainly tell < him not to ask me 
again; and surely he cannot be displeased at 
any confidence between man and wtfe.^ 

>* You are right, my good excellent girl ; you 
teadi me what is right : in fact, thed^ he s^all 
net 1eiK>w upon what account ;^ou 4lter the da« 
termination that has led you both here this even- 

1 voii;, ii« H 



itl^-^«rfaati'y6Uf:^int^lid, ' oite ^ay 'Or another. 
Ytfo "wfll "ineteiy sajr. yoti d^r your purpose .^'^ ' 

" And as «sddnt as'ltw^lw^rtclodcMdottiefe, yotv 
Yitt md^tmeandmy frietitlft ^ the Bhjdi OI^^ P''. 
i.:»" I vill; Ibtrt^'^Fraftk, I wish th<^ bdiir'wiif^ 
ailiNdeiearlier^ or tbe]:dade-<atlother |Aace." Il^MK 
|iot T«ry cUildieh about these thhigft ; bui^ybW 
knovr the Foil DhuiT hasa bad tiame^ andtW^M 
«^ly place At aay Tate^"^ . »';-' 

(• ,^ /Fho^ . my dearest girl^ I did n&t expect i^ 
fcoth yoii ; noit do^ I, can I expect you' wHl ttiinfe 
«f 'it a moniient longer. All places ai*e ahk^to 
t]k)se who'fetT'no harm from' having done bftd^ 
or £roni I coming to do it; and frietids ^i]l-4)<^ 
yndtisig-f&t you, you know, and 'tifen-tJ so faftf 
foom^your fatber-s door ; scarce ^ trah ; atid'b^i 
sides, as F said, Mr. Sirr can so easily tikl'tl'^d 
the s})Ot-^tliat is the great pohi*-^ ,:.:(' 

: »** Not»fttter :then--«I wilibepimcttial*^* ' ' 

'' Bfestsings on you, for ever, Peggy l^^mld 
BOW, won't you give me a wife's farewell t&BifiiS- 
nij^t, after all?-^Ah, Feggy, what a ^soft^^tk! 
fiilky kisa !-^ncme other in life is like H>' Affi^tr, 
love, for a few hours ; and now let vm retfti^A 
to Mr. Shanaghan.-' i :/.i 



Ipi, fi^feet ^Uwce) e»opt>i.th0t ; he met all 
stated, mth It ^MniUHi? ,qr. the etid of a tinie^ 
the old ^ar received his chargfty.jw^.ber own 
u^uest ,t^ be, 1^ hom^ to ;her ffUber^a, . : 

-Xii^/jHTPci^edjdQWR tb>eyii.Y^nu0» AiidMalalK 
ftjgpod 9tretob of rthe.roaKi, atid still tliedily old 
ijmpl r^iruuK^d without fifeaking a word as • he 
W/tto<j"pgw goay'* by the bridle^ orer mt 
md-.fiuddle* Hk huoinimg of bits of; tunei 
grew, indeed, more surly; and aonoeliiiies Jbe 
b0K)ikf^)OUt jaattotthe opening cf a Latin- hymn, 
$m\i; 9J&Ahfi ^^'M^guyicaC or the ^^ Canjiieor 
tH^i$7. to whioh exercise of bU voice ibr veapevB be 
>t8Si daring hi& looely qf/etds^ accustomed. >- Ai 
]#^t« though still he did not speaks he>bcgaDa to 
iii^terpupt himself with little bursts of < splenetic 
la^glHei*) and Peggy saw it was time for her to 
«^ih3iliMe, 

'' You are angry with |ne. Sir/* die said. 

" Mq apgry ! — for what, child ?— God set* 
l^nyoui: poor little head, I have something else 
jjQr^thitki^ of; only, to tell the blessed and holy 
tmtht I certainly was fancying, just then^ 
.^bfttya respectable figure I cut, thrapsing about 
j^^7^U9try, myself and my grey, with a wo- 
man on our backs, at this time of our life, that 
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M8 fttftaWOIVLANB. 



ka6#s j'^tBt'-m 'aiiMhrdC)ihftTiumi tmiid^ or :facr 
o^'g^od)' Jiawtilk^'CaivodeeB of viiolidarjr^^t: 

inJieed I^ <J0ilM aM ;' ^basil^ ioidi-faffiMieding 

obliged me to change it ; and, Sir,^ anticfjUrtJag 

wlbat «lt^ knitw-idie^iiAd tq eiumlntov^^zf I 

was at Ilbdrtf til' t^ yomour eonversatkqi^. yoU 

wofalA youtself «ay tk« samd thing." : . :- ^ i- r i 

. *^Oh, DO doubt in die \fm\i of thot,iina2aQDt'4 

not^ ^ laste ;* all ^te right ^md iem ifiAaatA 

be,' to be-«urd ; •all's^Uad to ^tiudtrvi .'know?; 

and i^- to bt^ kept snug fmm' the^i nieddlihg 

eUtdfridii* that thought you the. void j^namjcjl 

l^ow,^^i«^; tliank God l—^you^cieftt took/i^ 

sense I grey hairs on d. priest's ^ad^ '. no< mack 

to you than a mill-sthrame to the Shannon: lAgr, 

ay, and'iiviiy not; you understand hinl'sorw'el], 

and yottVe such a match for him, paFtieuhudy 

at the tongfie. Well, praise be toi God, i sisw^ 

i%lifn, it's a dacetit eaHing I Ve* tmantads nvjisetr 

iflTto iti the latter end o' my days ; thec^n^ md 

I ; ay^ yes, and good enough for ii5;>q[CipB, 

8heela,'qups ; show your paces, miss, and miiid 

jfMr i^teps; a wiser load you coiddn't hanre «8i 

your^bade, sufi^ioi^ing it the whole Council ^ef 

Trent, and you an elephant big enough: to can^ 



have^tLroambgaboiit'Widirljtoiji^firq^.lio^ lo 
piUiir^iobyaiid iii^l^>as>a,t$ftftor.wikh Hisioad, 
d^.a. iaoBe^shfnvwiMiii I iTith. kia if^MMleri pi the 

t ^ Indeed, ; Sifv if y^ii kHew dl^ you would not 
be fingEj iwith 11110 9 and iiKl€ed» and ia truth, 
I am very gralafdl £Mr your kindneaa, and Tery 
9OTiy :fi»]^ ijuAir trdiiUe ; ewpeeiaUy your ^idking 
kkjnidii^h^ ii^ile:! am oo your* horse; aip4 it I 
jimBOL^isLT yntmgar, Sir^ you should be on Shee- 
hilsiblKsk^ aadr I^^as *ud be my duty^ aad pleasure, 
Bteppkig Uong at your side ; and, bfully as ypu 
Icnolvol aiAable, I will avett now t^ you no 
kiQi^F^ if y^iu please ; only juat help t»a off, S^, 

. I'M Botiwr, child,'^ interrupted the £riar ; '^ bo- 
ttbeif laays Brotberick, when he loiyt msAS ; stay 
ffiieie youEKe; Fm not so tired, either, ould as 
3i«Qf^ and auch a fool as I am, tho' ifs kind of 
^atti\^iQor. thing like you) to think of it No 
jqaiyn,, I didn^t mean to quarrel with you; I 
likei 3^)11 • too well, you baggage* for that ; 
'SO, dtere now; and if yOu €ry another tear, 
land if you donH give a good laugh at the 
43uld £dar, f j?om the beiurt out, salvation to me^ 
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W'rnkUi^ yem *te'd^rto away witii your-^^ 
-yVhat— eh ?i-aif^ We -frfetidsyet?'' 

< 

' " Wi^fl :' thtff ''fe kdght ; ^lid d6W, Peggy, my 
child, we've irt^thf boshe^tt', add I must lave you 
to step homeby yourself, for' neighbdur'Sfiear- 
mkn promised riie' ft bi^'t^iilgfct ;' arid *o God 
bl^s( you, Peggy ;— and oritjr bhe Word— Do not 
depend on him, too far-*dcrtK]ft depend-^ eta hbh 
at isdll — ^I know him, and you do^iibti ' What- 
ever he hasT sfedd to yaG-^-^hdtev^ he hate^J)ro- 
mised,-— look close at it. It you hate pjcbiimsM 
any thing, think twicte before yoU petfSriA it. 
I ' donft want your little stterets V feV^ti iif I dSd,' 1 
s*:*howrt id;— I might gb witHoiftth^iti^ ^ 'Ho 
tnktter for- that ; but— since you cahiiave'flo 
btHeif adviser, now advise with' yoiirselfV*^^ 
Gbk to ehBghten you. He'is k htcdrnkn;'! 
tell yoir, Peggy ; and so good night." Tfc6y 

After Frank saw them turn upon the' rbised 
out of the aveniie, he stood some time in deep 
arid breathless meditation. Then he returned 
to the house, and sought his uncle. Mi'. Bofig 
again candidly brought forward in convk^ttsk- 
tion the doubts of Frank he had before express- 



ed ; Frank, cQn^iatod • th^w .<m|/ aUroitlj as be 

could; the topic ,. clff^g^ jtQ ]\|J(|-«.liawsoiip|.imi4 

the prosecution. i>f.tt^;j^Uf;q£ic)is.Jrpbb^*.! At 

last it grew late; > Mr* l<»ong /oge to go to. his 

phamber ; . f'liank, af^ompanyiog him, bore a 

.i[4g)|:^lai^p>intQ.his.9W)Qi sbfU hisdocMr^fye^jai^ 

; ta^ Iqok it ; laid bis. Jiamp on a tabl^ ; likened to 

Tb}S(^1|de!s^,mov^men(tf^ ; heard a voiee call Xq hvfn 

.f^q^ ^,af).ipfide-dk>9el C started on tip-toe, to 0^ 

.)^^tf^ole,.aj)d.yehemefitJ)y whispered tbrough.it 

.rrrSfifVe a pafe, and curse. you !--not a move/or 

« 

,. ]^^>./K^>rf^.,tbaii. ten minutes be continued to 
]bi^qaboMt his chamber; then, became 1)17- 
.,^jon^^j. as if he bad ^retired to bed;..ag^ 

whispefe^. into the closet, " Open,. but iiipt,,a 
^p^jord r — handed in the lamp to the person, who 
[thejce awaited bim, stole to the oi^tside dp9T9 
^^gfntly c^nedit, listened for sounds in \\\» 

uncle's room, and along the corridor, fouivi.?)^ 
;;si],enl;,:and at last entered the closet 
J.," you \e .staid d — d long to-night,^ said 
{ .the ^an he had secreted in it, and who sat ^t 
..f^. small/ table, with a whiskey bottle, water and 
.;sjagar» before him ; *^ it has been hell-dark these 

tl^ree hours, eKcqpt for the winking of the glim 
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ia ,Et t)tt9 Uttfehigii .i¥i»d#W9 that renBodf ime 
of a crify nifm^,ihmaia»y.ibiDg I c^er law oift 
aS ^t^% and WNrfbtodI iagr-^-« ejresy if I tan 
stand all this much longer.^ /> 

^< I 'w ^ftite fluse^ NaA» jroii e^n't atidid it 
this moment, if one may judge fnmt tfal^.m* 
crease of your complexloa^ yotir Aish, and the 
deerease of the black boUle ; hisiiy hold you^ 
tongue, you drunken goose, and speak Foimi', 
vlttle;! tell yoH tiiis,-*^we are on the bifbik of 
rinn ; yoM^ Studs, you baiw niiaed us^^ » 

. «;A« how^ Master Frank F 

^* As how, you • headstrong hmmd ? Last 
ni^^' after I sitol^ out to pad^ off Mag^ nkMfac^, 
br^ttev^ and the whole kit, and left yofu hefe^ l!b 
loofci 1 yorirself in, and be d**^ td you, with 
youjr iironuse' tp stay quiet, and behave yoiif • 
8df» out you must creep, to take tbe idr? «tf 
the .ho«se and the staircasesty so- diat tH^ '«eld 
chap, who was watching ^e (he ^s getting Vutej 
Ned ; sharp ^s the word) saw you on the'land- 
ing^plaee above him, as he returned to bed ; 
saw you, and knew you, too.^ 

^' He lies. Master Adams ; by thia botlle, I 
never temped an inch through his hamn last 
night.'' 

'* Thou liest most ungratefully to say die 



agood^un.^ . • .5 - -.j i.** '• 

^aot as Ned Stiuk^ y(i» tftupidfbeiist^ l>ut 
w Mr. Lawsoi^ th^ English tnltreltor.^ ' 
« f^Ob (laU ri]g^{ jnd BOir^ Mr* Mwlieii^KmBt 
fapjofl^ I.takeJt; atid yet, that i^oti^t -dio-tiiei' 

.>. !f.IU» flune yoa i Mr. Lawion a&uit IM^^ 
where h&.is^ wd: appear as Mr. lL$m9on^ ^Mui. 
as sober as he can to the eUer^ to-nferrow 
SBttdbing; aadil H tell you njiy. fiitl^»firtt« 
IM^ how goes on thelittle firm orer 4ta» wM||^9 
(After, yon came hut night, I was oUtgedlxi ifip 
Omtb^Gore I could ask you all that ; this^mMf^ 
ii^ yoa were too dninkenly osl«e|i; • n^d-'iA 
d»y I here baen panting to pop the questiim, 
Mil ihou^^ I coidd when we met tht^^vdniog 
iartfie fhcobbery-^Had the swag muA kioh}?^ 
.L.V.A little^ at first; doubled or so; and'^ 
ke^i oa fi>r a fiew months ; then — whew t ajkid 
off.'' 

I .^^ Jif^ cross, that ; I believe you must play 
me; bynl here, Ned ; for die final stake is too 
great to think you could nibble on what was to 
wdilitferuBbotk.'' 

H 5 
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show it, by being h««; for- whew'ohe smiag 
>hrent,' I ai^ aik)tb«r trflbd torm -good* Jii otie ; 
got blown;^ tlilkiied Ubool^'leoked after^aod^d, 
Ned Studs is a-drinking your Hirish stifigOi tou 
night, 'jiii^' fer'fDeaceMMloe^'and a lock tip to 
M&ster 'fV^k f^r dliittlehelpion the toaS, you 
know.'*'' ' •*" - '^^ • • • • •• •' .'J.' 

*^ Arid you *. shall hav^ it, Ned, if wer «tep 
high for it ; 'btft air the la^t year \m» bceQieiiirat 
j^m. ^ I' -thought we' coiiidJ hate eoaotdd'off 
froili the revei-sions half the rodcs by^r-thi* 
i&ine ; but Oh they stk^kr'ahd'theti Iball'nnil- 
rtitt^ interest ! ' '^I say, Studs^-^ ydu- wieiretitoD 
hav€l' teeri'them for me 5 what do ihtty^ say jP^. n 
'**'Nithirigk ; only thid, that if' you ^Jholt 
down the interest more reguldr, thtty '*Ut)l»hI't6 
old chap about that and other things.'' - 

*' HellV fire round theto T He; Vkiw#$ 
enough alneady, and thiriks mbre, I(b?d';^''aQd 
harps awiiy on old matters fMrn niii^tdAg 16 
liight More than once, shice rtle'lrt4f s^g 
here, he has hit me in the teeth about- thit 
phicking I gave the young Oxfotxi Lcntl, iiid 
that unlucky afikir at Newmarket, afad ont^lils- 
tle firm in the West-end ; and do ybu ktitfw, 
Studs, I begin to feiLr he has heard mbrd than 



a\jB^!it' concexmrn^ fi^Hj^^fhwiws^ ^f that 

^ Iloyfm:ni»n<tfi^)Bi:tii9}A^?i»(^i|&ujr,nn I«ad 
Laiie^ or the bedvyllpswil^h'^wligi at.Honkey^s 
•bUHdle ?" ■ ■ ••'.(./■ . .#• 

oj <f fWJijr^fNed, you koaw I m^^ mean bodu" 
'^•^ WeH, Bofearrofthfetestihutl wbUe t'other 
lay in the ring, and the Bow-street bark^aajt 
ip^^mhh cmr tmdker^ 'twas $aid your na^ie was 
tiiitdebbwii^^-r^.UtUc! winded oiTBO.'". . ,• ., 
B'-^^iWhe deyflM always thought that; wd 
lic^hiA nb.4>^ could he really . have . caiugbt m 
hnemtk df n^J: hlid, not been here t<vn^t. , AU 
ottust'be safe^ so' ftn^. li^t Us talk of bjusines^ 
more.'sl' baoid. You kno^, Nedj that upoi^ .4^e 
night afiihe swag^ oi> this road, we expected a 
JelkM 16 join us who did not come.^, ... 

^^ Ay ; Uiere was. you in, with Mag and Mpr 
ibor Carci^ ; I, out with young Carey ; apd two 
totintry^(d)ap» of your choosing, were to join the 
^IwoDubUn diaps, of my own choosing and only 
^ffgui^cmke to the scratch;! but Hwas all well. as 
Urbappeoed ; three could give as good a blank 
(yoiiley. as four, while yoving Phil and I did bu- 
i«4eisa with coaehee and guaxd; — never, mipd: 
;»eieffiber it all ; snug, I, say.*" 
r, f But listen to me^ ypu stupid blunderer. 



tS6 Ttffir ammijjaiM. 

lIuiiloAe fekeirywhaF bdiAgtAQey-waa fenlblii by 
lfl%/d'^*-^«-4|}fa«r; I'ttcK^er'SSw him; dieQnLjr 
told me his iiame,-G«iri}y^; ColKitty 'the mke^ aa 
he calls luiiiftdfy and a. goodmUas I Ibmght it 
was. SivMt then, he hsa never •eome in my aigbb 
until' this di^ ^ and) indeed, as I wtd »8Ure 
my name mis out of thethbig, with all but you 
and Magy why I never autrii^ trottUed mjptdC 
whMher he might be aicve; oi^ dead. But^tfaai 
day, I ten you^ Studs, diis very day, I mc0 
the fellow without knc^ng hhn; aod^taid&xe 
we parted, after telMng or singiBg me lad natm^ 
he put his lips to my ear and wfaiapeicd^ ^ Whi>^ 
itobb^ the mail coach, Master Frank ?^ Studs, 
I felt as if cold lei^ went through my hrada i 

^ ^^ As if Judge Best had aidced you theqvsb. 
ttei^,^ interrupted Mr. Studs. ^^ I think I know 
what you^d say; but. Master Adams, ssa^t 
thftt *ere diap the very one you told me waa Mr 
be put up for the self-same little swagyoa speak 
of, when we met this evening in the ^hrub^* 
bery?" 

^^ To be sure he is ; have you done as I bid- 
you ? have you kissed primer before the good; 
magistrate, my father ?^ 



Eiigliwa, gnit, 'eame hefote me: tjbifr 4iiy^ juid 

J ^BnongB ; li lAxnt^bkiik? defiositjob, I war^ 
Baiit^ and nay essccUent i»odieri tbe poUee chief, 
villnot be loiig'^thout finding Master COnoUy ; 
am} then, if the idiot hastiH pewdied befcve- 
htBid with 08^ whish all the dfeviltf forfaid/ bow 
rtrknge^Ihe ^mSl look to see u» take lihe pics^y 
tokr dut xif his mouth, while- not a bi^athiog 
oneiMre'.bat will: laugh out at lea true 4^c»y« 
WeUpLaitv«an,:«^ muat, by some meftna^. have 
aabller flfnmwpatipu swocn.^ 
, ^.I'j&gatnstivhdm? your. own unele, ^r your 
owDb jalotherj op .who the deyil ?^' 

^^ Only agunst an old popish friar. Studs,, whp 
hfti^ OQ^iitiolatioti of the statute in that ease.mftde 
andj^r^vjded, pretended to }cm in wedlock ^ 
cevtein young lady and your humble serviuit. I 
think I have the plan of the examination in my 
head^; but more about it, by-and by ; osdy it 
must 'be done this very Uessed night, and the 
priest put up by day-break. I hope they can^t 
bail him ; doyoti know ? But why should I ask 
you .about beiUng any thing that isnH swin- 
dling, mail-^oach swagging, helUkeepii^, or, 



<S^ly tb honour IhefM^es 6f y^ui^^youffc, pb^^ 
et-touching, sh<^p4iftln^;^at^ ikity'W(N»iy^'i»2 
Kbitum.'^ ' •'■•' ^' /' I ' -i , . 

*^ Speak no thievesV Littih to me^ Master 
•Frank, I *m above it.'" - ^. • 

" Hold your hand, Ned ; iwt atiotlMritiiiW 
out of tb»t black bottler— lay f it down^* I say! 
and don't pretend to ILy idto a passtkm <^fii> 
me. just to put your setf df yocip'gdard^i ail" ii 
were, for a snatch at it. I ktiow yGKiP'>lril^k^^ 
Sir. Nor no grumbling, either, noiw, • bbfc ' sit 
still and hear, at last, what ia rnn^h hettrittg. 
I have told you, we were on tbe edge b^Tuja^^- 
that the dro^ waa under our feet, dndonl^ fhe 
devil waiting to slip the bDlt;-^now Itdm 
really why and how. You haTe heard' i^e^ 
speak of a wench, whom I had by hunttnihg 
her with the <dd priest's marriage 4 wierll, dlici 's 
up, of course, and getting, somehow, a 'wihd 
of my true notions about her, here she o6ilfes 
to-night, to blow me to the old goveraetv^aopd' 
blab all how and about it. If she h onqerralJ 
lowed to do that, my uncle, who thinks {^bMii<v 
ing as bad as man^killing, would first makeiva 
marry her in earnest ; and then turn ibe off nAtb 
the girl, upon a few thonsands and aibleonngi: 
and so^ if you can understand any thing, NeV 



Sjr9d^9.>b9b(4dft;'»^ thU.prosp^v 1^. ^B^ old 
itaxi^^ y^t^lptk .&iriy tb^rpt^ out fiogess; not 
even the half I was sure of when my , prettj 
ai$t«rl wasrJierd, jcft Tto \chtur the arevemons I 
have (may I be well d-^-^ fiw'it $on|e day !) 
siuK^dtlQ t^t inlo the.olawa'o£ die rooks."* 

/.^BUt wlw^ V to .idlow the rflly waneh to come 
dnifn mMi her gab? dbat 's all I ^sk. Master 
Erifiki • Your <s6Dt Iter cff this evenings I know ; 
qilil!trijrou lidce..Qii^ ihe don-t call again ?^ 
H'f^ iWw jd©i.you tBean> Ned Studs P'" 
:::^£oh ! 'gnnmonv and so many hows in the 
oasfiQL-aild ydu knowing them all so well*"" 
■:fi^ vl 'm. to meet her to-4Ught, at twelve 
olchvtk, 'in' a very kutesome place, fsur out o£ 
aighti and {hearing of house or home, N^d."*" 

fi'*^i8he thinks, to marry her legally" 
bff?^^, ay,'' 

>^^.Studi» in my ease, seeing that every thing 
dfqsends'OQ mum-^run to the saddle-skirts, as 
Liam^^.whal would you do ? In what manner 
wdMld /you. come' to a settling with a foolisby 
uagKBte£ul» unfiling girl, if you met her alone, 
aitidie-dead of the night, in such a place, where, 
if perer 'there wail a spot to keep a secret — 
Hf^ l-^who/dtbece ? douce the glim, Studs !'" 



daoe; '8btr{i/jnrhfe]kar^ his- Hmnfmimm : hagtfly eoK 
tiligiiiilMcl tbe>li(&)IK ' :. .'-11 

. They sal together in dariuieiB, fiir Jigiaaj |Bk 
Qtutfis, both slkok^ sod dapprcsimig : dneir dfluli 
torad bmthy adid^ierjp.'itraip^d their eanio catek 
II im»d m Ae outside: c^Aiftber. At las^ 

\' Didnft uyou beac a step r mjik^redl EmUt) 

. /* Ckunt stty^ as a* 'did,"" «i»ireB«L S|Ui^ 

^iandJ'thi&kyoa 'ye onlj {nj^teti«d^^i]ro|Hfad£ 

a bit.'^ « ?i ^?ii3 

^! HdA I— let 's listea again.'' : ( w ^eiIT 

. Once 'mare they rem«iied fiei&ctly dent; 
but, as not the slightest a^ufud 'wmB' bw ut^ i 

> 

SdmdsU infecjmitatioii seemed pla»safafau : .<1 ^' 

' ^^ €kl oDy Master Frank/' he resumed^ f^nofi 

a mouse is stirring: why donH you go on?^ IE 

etoii't half like this sitting alone, in tint d^cp 

dark ; I must either drink, or hear the tflumdS 

of your voice.'' ^ ^Mw 

^ Then I must speak^ indeed^ Ne^l^ &r yoif 

hwre airdeuly guzzled enough for thstVoric il£ 

band. But can you guess whai ia^pitOd lakA 

a jnome&t ?" • oik '^« 

. ^^ Saying your prayers^ Master Fnink*^ : - i i ': ^ 

. ^^ No ; Bot so bad, neither: I was only lhibk«i 

ing^^ was a sodden and a atian^ thmi^falHMi 



vioj i^ttleff tkui .amnle^;:^ asub-iir m^ it stmok 
me. Studs, to ask myself tb^ .qdeBliDA^Hdiadd 
we^ w^^aliould iretR^^idlaw *faQSi* to go back 
td< hi%. bed^ b fii!} ^posttsnoir oif all' loe (iom^t 
#atit huDi to ' k&dur : patticakrly as dfow 
has b^eal ^sbme^cUaAr dlcHoftk befior^— ^ttd 
(Mm^ 1 1» '4EN8f}i^ koowy as I coqid lay my 
hdmi^^ dm nomenty on the wiB he has ' last 
Aiade^oby^ whidi eteiy acre of lidf^^HaK es- 
tate is legally bequeaUied to a nephew of faii t 
That was just what passed through ikiy h^ad.^ 

}f^olA wools be dasgcious, hcre^ in hia dwn 
bbiHJ Mnrter Adams«" 

'^ Dang^os f no more i Cones on you 
flwT ic gattows- dq|(, wouldn't it be trencbtklus, 
BIooElyv diaboUcad? I tell you but of * ttt«^ 
If^'tiKili^t that our master shot into my 
ttakiy odd ^yom, Stads, you imagine itrestt 
with me, and argue only for cmiyenienee ! 
Yon w^e a wbrsiB Ttllaia than I took you for. 
Ne^far. dfire to glance at it again. But, now 
aboiit 'this /poor foolish wench, Sir. I svf 
we are to meet, — she and I, or any one that 
will stdnd-in my plaee^-^uite alone, exactly at 
nddniglrtv in the mott lonesome and wildest 
pait'inobg'thesebkckT^erary hdkk What 
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^m I td do. wkh Jsierf^ hoir dntiafy her.? ho>r 
ittirp her from eoipaiig to oiseiise me faefere my 
unde in tbe.mDnHng ?r 

^■^ She tikink^ you meel ha to m^ny her F'' . 

^* Ay, tifisit's the und^DBtandiog, aahit weiti.'^^ 
' *^ Would tho nlariiage make her mitm ?^ i 

'>Ye8, I promise you; but am. I a iaol^ 

^ Sdmetimes ay^ ■sotnatiiQQestm)^} >Y«ou dvMik 
want to marry het,< then^' P it "b ^jiU -gwilnoii^lso 

" Confounded stuff and noftsenki"' J -^r- i m' 

^^ Well, ate you 8ure she ' will^cQBi&"q«ke 

alone?'' •• . w.; > ^^..,;,,j 

** Cock' sure;" ^ ) 

^^ But mustuH some one know where die 

comes to so late ?— some of her friends?? 1 - ^ 
^* Not' a soul; her promise is giyea.to ftbab^ 

too; and she*ll keep it for hw own ^sake-Cn. ./i 

^^ So then she might step into a liityar^fiadl^ 

or But zounds, Master Franky at ^hich 

side of me are you ?'' suddenly lowertng hife 
voice.* i»/' 

" Here, at your right hand ; why ?'* .:-.^ 

' •^ Then,*' cried Studs, springing up, ^'feeft-e's 
the devil at council with us in the dark^^-^^flome 
one else stands at my left, near, t^e deor H 



•*'.:! 



'' >^^S0eiii*e'ilkeaioopl7! esokimcd/EnAnk» Vjmx 
wt 'ifeekl>teil^'eiirser jm^ fellmirl. wbiy will 
you not move? I must Bcrarnbb •cin /mybctf ; 
there^i^ shtitlaD|^-afid bolting the .dbset door, 
'^ if' the deril iVia>€OaipBay, we baired^ed him 
beforey'and dbaUsirat now .feat? !hBii ; if any 
oAikr heir&t haft intruded, ki him- tell bis beads, 
and pay for his peeping; he goes not b^ce 
^ittffa. /' Seep you y<QiHr]iMK:k to the d^or^ Ned, 
<wbi}eiil'^.r<]ittnd by the if alb;' a«d.VK> pulUHg 
of triggers, sirrah, no shots to alarm the houses 
but just l^nd «(i^'.*your case with- the spring- 
lotsiyonelB; ;ofie of tiem never nuiees fim, and 
makes little noise ; so now stand quiet.^' 

Carefully, although, despite the lightness and 
JitHrdifaaod of hiB speech, his blood eurdled and 
his hair bristled, carefully did Fmnk ^ope all 
Doiitiid 'the closet, but no intruder was 4o be 
found ;/again and again he aearcbed, aad was 
jffiflappointed. 

/I ;>*/Y<iu must have raved in your cups,. Studs,^ 
h6 4tf9) said ; ^^ here is no one but ourselves; 
where did you see, or think you saw, the per- 
son ?'' 

: v^V Where I said, at my lefthcmd, bis back 
flgamst the wall ;* but when I looked a seo^d 
time; he wBs^gone/V 
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•lU Let xa kkv« this plaice, Maweter ; tny ^itM 
for meeting with the girl I spok^ of k near at 
iMtnd* Miuffle yourtelf up as weU' ' as you ouk, 
and foUowtne out of the house by tiie prirafte 
way. Stick dose to my skirts, lest' ybu wtam^ 
U^ in' the datk, and nnke some curtfedtuoiie; 
Stopy I too must put cm a disguisev some^cbiM^ 
thiBgs that now and ,thea a^ve me^ we^^^ArSl 
talk ovter the whole business da our ttay r^ abA 
wbetiber or no you do any tlung -^hf^ ibftadi 
you 'know you: have to call on the nla^stn^^''^' 

At aibont the time they secretly left Xongi 
Hafi, Peggy Nowlan also c«ept out of helr'lifiP 
there's' house, to keep her appodntmetit lu kh% 
F«aiMiuiv- 

NbtwithsCandingher solemn protnse taFrttsik^ 
she did not bring herself to take sueha pfep 
without much inward struggling. The friar** 
cautions first alarmed her ; in the alarm, afirtiet 
own former ones sprang up ; and while ^^she 'sai 
alone in her little chamber, by the feebte-fliek*- 
eriBg gleam ot an economical rushUgfat, hii 
father and mother and their servants hiisfaed 
into sleep around her, and no sound heard 
outside the house but the hoot of the owl, * aud 
the hoarse murmurs of many streams, ^^tfltr^iittd 



#iMlt^»pq[»rJKe^^'^f heart feiUed «nd ssvolt^, 
ib^ik^QF.iiol wbjr, «&>li]^e(lboif|^ cf what u&ii 

< In .iriijiv. did abet. assure barBelf -fliflt^ agldnst 
I!haf9qe¥€ir the fdunrthad* iiitended to mmm iM^ 
lm.mviA/mt have contemplated posfiSble iUi. 
tetMmtot • ot her person at *Frank^i» handtu h^ 
^guidvQQti liaTe joieaiit that shttwaain any danger 
4£.ko^j}^acm from him; and if not, what dae 
4i^: 4^1 fesa^ ?• ^y «be should she shriiik froin 
PIIWt^Qlg Mia? leyeH' a& alone, at any hour«f the 
day)f:^. QJ^t? < But he would not come aicme^^ 
{^^ ig^i wihy diould he have pcoooiadd to 
Hii^fb^, aocaidiog to the form of bis xfeUgiot^ 
9^^ ift the presence of his brother and sister, if 
he intended to break his word P The dislngteu- 
iitllll^ kcould be of no eventual good to him, 
i^ppQlillg him not sincere ; then why practise 
ax It^the absence of a^ doubt too horriUe — too 
lOfNEri^oQS' -and unnatural, what could he meM 
hutdx^ke^ his promise ? The little phial, though 
-?f4hp . $0^M that day, when they were alone be- 
toils ('^^^liei^ vdns ran cold — she would not go.*-^ 
YM^'hJsA ht not most solemnly, by the most so^ 
]f9mt: o^ths, disayowed the crime attrSiuted by 
thoi fffar ? Md might, not the friar be mistaken? 
tmy^be w{M mittakien^t^'he must fae*^lHimA0 in^ 
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ture never produced such a monster.; she wpvld 
trample on the thoiigbt. VVn^^agaip fii|d agai^ 
the idea that Frank^s offer was a, proyidenti;|l 
chaqce to aUov justice to be ^on^ to ber,u];iboi:u 
ixifant and herself^ and that, if she now vi^akt^r 
rejected it, Heaven mgtjiXf for her punifbiff^t^ 
harden his heart against her in ,future^^-rjb^^ig 
reveries at last determined. Peggy ; ^p^ t^ffHf. 
time befpre she need have stirredi she Wj^s w^JJ^ 
ing rapidly towards the place of rendezypi^^ . . 
It was a fine night, staipy and moqns^^^^.^ 
and, until she turned. into tbq, first sb^oy^ p^ 
the Foil Dbuiv, Peggy held a brave heart. .Xb^ 
however, the, intense silence^ blacknes8>ac\d^.lop^^ 
Uness of the place, disagreeably affected b^^ 
She had never before been out, so late at nigl^jL 
amidst the desolate solitude of natiire ^ a;nd»-:-n 
from the change thrown over. them by new- ef- 
fects of light and shade, — ^features of the ru^f 
scenery with which she thought her^lf faipjli^i 
.seemed new and strange to her eye : — ifli ^n^ 
-place, a hill looked nearer ; in another»..a h^g^ 
•rock more distant ; while, generally speakjii^ 
real outline becoming lost, objects . distinct i^ 
day-light, merged into one strange whole, of ' 
took peculiarities of shape that st^^rt^ \^^ 
d^us fancies to the baffle4>miod. , .^. 
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Step by step, the scene deepened. At Idst 
she gained the end of the valley farthest frord 

hi^r father's house,' Where, at either hand, and 

f , ' 

widely removed, tWo vast black hills swept up 
i6tty the sTcy, each so toweringly, that the cheery 
moon, though more than' half way in the heavens, 
Was only able to glint, over the outer brow of 
o'ne, a few rays upon the inner brow of the other. 
Tfcu's, the whole deep glen remained in shade, 
except the very unnoticed summit of the moun- 
tainous side' that, at Peggy's left hand, half form- 
ed it.' Before her, another heath-clad black 
YiHV intercepted any distant view ; and, by' the 
Hit abrupt turn of her little trembling feet, 
tKrough' the furze-choked and rain-sprinkled 
jmkiy she was aho shut out from a view of the 
long way she had come. 

^ And here, shivering in the cold night blast, 
ktiA starting at every sound, Peggy had to await 
tVe promised appearance of Frank and his 
fVlynds. A long time she did wait, alone, and 
dhdisturbed, and she thought the hour of 
aippointment must have elapsed, and that, 
wliatever was the cause, he would not come 
at all.' As she looked timidly up and down 
the shadowed solitude, many weakening fears 
again assailed her. The interview with Frank, 
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when he frightened her to take the phial fi:t>m 
her han4-— his glaring eyes — ^his pale face — 1ms 
changed character — tiioife Tividly than ever oc- 
curred ; and then the thought that he might 
ne vi»t her, alone, in her present situationT— she 
shrunk from that P^gg; remembered too, 
stories of the Foil Duiv, that used to shake her 
childhood, and collect terrible dreams for her 
childish pillow. About where she stood, a wo- 
man had once been cruelly murdered, and her 
bones were found whitening^bdiind a rock^ and 
the cries of her angry spirit often sounded 
through the glen. In spite of her, for Peg- 
gy was not weak-minded nor superstitious, 
such extraneous recollections added an ominous 
horror to her real fears ; and at last she was 
about to rush, screaming, along the path she 
had come, when the appearance of a angle 
figure, on the side of the opposite and renHite 
hill, rooted her feet to the spot; called back, 
with her observation, her presence of mi^d.; an^ 
suddenly calmed her into a watch^lness of hef 
own safety. 

A f^w seconds after her eye caught the ph^ 
ject, she sank down, carefuUy and completely 
hiding herself amid a group of shivered rocks 
and stones, hedged round by furze-bushes and 
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tall fern, but aHowing her, through a little 
opening^ to look out unseen. 

The single figu« cane, obli^iely down 
the sweep of the hill, often paunng, as if it 
looked around, and to every quarter ; buit, 
amid the great shadow, and scarce relieved 
from the blacker back-ground of the hill-side, 
its motions, as w^ as itself, were yet very 
vague and indistinct. In some time it gained 
th^ bottom of the Foil Dhuiv ; again stood stiU, 
and looked to the east, and to the west. Peggy 
could now assure herself it was a man ; but of 
whftt quality, his non-descript dress did not 
allow her to decide. At a nearer approach, she 
saw he carried something on his rigbt shoulder, 
and something else under his left arm. He 
continued his heavy strides towards where she 
lay ; again paused, and again looked to the east 
and to the west ; and now the former article 
seemed a spade ; the latter, a sack, folded hard* 
He came still closer to her ; at the distance of 
about forty yards stopped once more ; renewed 
his keen scrutiny, at either hand ; then threw 
down his sack, and, with his back turned to 
her, began rapidly to dig the loose, slaty eiu-th 
with his spade. 

P^ggy ^^ skilful enough in all agricultural 

VOL. II. I 
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operatipns. to peimv^.tbat the nuia worked 
c^umsi)y, though vigcfroiisly, and iq. eiuroe^ 
haste, often uiterrupting hi^iself stili to look 
about him, far and near. By his stoqpifig low, 
and his continuing to dig at one spot, she saw, 
too, that be was penetrating aome depth into the 
ground. After alengthened^sxertion, he cea$ed : 
his work seemed done. He cast down his. spade 
upon his sack, folded his arms^ . crossed the 
valley to the far side, coming so neai} ^t 
she could have touched his legs, though atiU 
she did not see his face; and all the whii^ 
looking out wistfully, and seeming. to change 
his ground only to gain more commanding 
points of observation. 

And thus he remained for more than , at 
hour ; and thus, for more than an hour, tho^^ 
she could not then measure time,^ ^^^gsy^^^J 
close and still, breathless and motioolesSy "walcAi- 
ing him. At length, as if overcome by impa- 
tience, he abruptly walked to the pit he Imi 
delved, gazed a moment into it, snalehed bfas 
spade, hastily pitched in the piles of earA 
he had thrown up : when the hcie was (filled, 
stamped with his heels, evidently to harden -Ae 
spot; smoothened over and all found it .mtfc 
hi^ spade-handle; took up his 9a<dcj ai)d.jstiddt 
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iiig dif in the dfarectjoii wheoo^ be hbd Appeared, 
slowly aseended the hillv crossed it obliquely, 
es he had deecaided il ; disappeared, and Peggy 
was left alone. 

Her feelings, diudng this scene, we have ndt 
attempted to describe; we shall not now at- 

« 

tempt to do so. With the self-command, and 
the mental endurance for which women are, 
even above the stronger sex, sometimes emi- 
bently remarkable, she was able to look on, 
and give not the slightest indication of alarm. 
Though, before the coming of the man, imagi- 
nary terrors had almost made her shriek out, 
— ^yet, now a spectatress of real terrors, and 
with a consciousness and a misgiving, horrible 
beyond expression, she did not even breathe 
hard. 

Nor, long after the disappearance of this per- 
son, did she stir. He might return; if once 
caught by his watchful eye, she could not, per- 
haps, though at a distance, escape him, and 
therefore she still lay motionless. For more than 
the time he had stayed, she lay so. But when 
once Peggy started up, she ran, burdened as she 
was, without looking to the right or to the left, 
through the whole length of the Foil Dhuiv ; 
ih unabated speed gained her father^s house — her 

1 2 
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jovrn little chamber-window ;'**-opened it cauti- 
ously ; dragged herself into the room, fastened 
her window; and then, and not till then, did 
poor Peggy^s brain reel, and her eyes swim, ai, 
staggering round the earthen floor, she sank 
swooning on her bed. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

About the grey of the morning Peggy reco- 
vered to a confused sense of her situation ; and 
the first effort of her mind was to master her 
terror, her agony, and all her feelings. She 
became impressed with the conviction that such 
was her duty ; that she had a decided, coura- 
gepuSy yet temperate part to act ; and that self- 
possession was the first step in the discharge of 
her responsibility. After sitting up, then, on 
her bed, until she felt her strength in a de- 
gree restored, Peggy knelt down in prayer. 
While thus engaged, some unusual stir arose 
outside the house: she paid it no attention. 
In a few moments, a light step stole to her 
chamber-door, which was not fastened: she 
turned, and her little sister, Anty, sprang to 
her neck, and was clasped, in showers of tears, 
to her sad yet comforted heart. 

*< I heard it all at last, Peggy ,'^ sobbed Anty, 



'* though it was 80 tfidl and sd cnidly hid from 
me^-^John^s tnisfortund, and yout unhs^py buu^ 
riage, aiidajl; and, the iMotnent I did h^ar it, 
oame to be one among ye'in your trials. Last 
night I skpt at Nenagh. 'Oh J Peggy, it was 
very unkirtd to leave me 'so long ignorant." 

" Anty, Anty," answered her sister, ** we 
thought to keep our heart of one family 'safe 
from tb^ curse that felt CUnong ufr: mti then, 
you were so young ^nd so chihiidhv we beK«ve4 
it would have been a |Hty to dariten your dayi^ 
«c» soon^thotigk^ indeed, Anty^ rhy doar;: tk 
]few years' abs^hoe has mudo a ^ot changeodii 
you, — in your ai^arance, your manner, Jtmd 
your mind,;! 'm sure,^or you Weife aiwtiy^ a 
sensiWe child, Anty.'' »i 

'^^GtA grant, sister, I mteLy bov^^ sense eottbgii 
tdbe, -riow, to you the comfort you statid'in 
need of. • Are you glad to> serine, mid to speak 
tome?" 

"Sincse you are come, dear: Anty, Heaven 
<M>Uld not send a greater con^atioD. Ok ^ yim 
will :be sueh a^ suf^rt tO' ine in what I- h«v\e 
todo;'«Qd it Will make me soiirm tio tell yoU 
•U^ aild to get your advice ; ^j till this fixi- 
nlent, I had no .one Oo^ advise with ; I /was ^pifte 
aloiie in toy triak,' Anty : the poor father's 
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i^fjAtt Js aTtaAf^ broke. 4iid be. cannot talk tp. 
liifr « or ^i^hep he de^s^ 'ti« m^re like « child's 
folly tban fi yiaq's aeose : and the poor mother 
is turned in^ gaU with her aorrows ; ier speech 
is only complaint land croB^ness; and she cries 
so much, aloBei that her old eyes ore growing 
Wind with itr 

^: Th^re was a long silence), while the siaters 
wept ia^each other's arms* At last Anty whim- 
pered, " This used to be Aw room, Peggy ;!" 
and the remark was agpun followed up with 
tears. " Tell me, Peggy,'' she resumed,. " was 
the poor youi^ lady such a temptation to him, 
indeed?" • 

*VOh^ Ahty, my eyes never lighted on a 
creature like her : as good as she Was oooidiy ; 
as bnght in the mind, as, before th^ h4ppen- 
ed,> I. beUeve she was pure ii) the heart;: and 
the real gentlewomao* if ever one walked the 
earth." 

• . *^ Afad he, too, Peggy— when it happened, he 
.must hate been all in her eyes, or in any wo« 
null's eyeA^ that she was in his ; though 'tis so 
long since I saw him, I can only suppose so; 
•nearly six years, I believe; for^ just after I 
went to the nunnery, now two years ago, hfi 
^aa coming home from the bishop's school, with 



the prMBfljO^^f byijf ^4p^f,p^^ bipijthwij, %a 
you know be bad been at tbat time four ;,e^f 
i^i^y ;ffou]^ u;5.^ 3ut, ^^ ^ ^^K V^F 'W*» 
^ very b^ndaoipe bpy at thr^e^iuid-twenty -?" 

Instead of answering, a low abli^rifi^ 
9C]^^^ escape^, I^^ggy> ^ ehe cli^iig..cl<jse to 
'her almost childisK sifter ;, and A^ty, ibllpwjUjig 
hjep. ey^ ,to the little wiiyjpw of th^ fJi^^Uer, 
^awit darkened by tbe.fprm.of it f(Kan;i^ppff^ 
in a large cloak. ; ,..f ^ ^^ 

^* I vil} opt sppak tQ,hi^, Anty,'* wbji^qpQ»ed 

, **^ Whp 13 it?" enquired her c9ippE||iimu ,.,t{ 
. , ** ^yi ruin — xny husband ! he that. %af^ 1^ 
u i»[)l , jn^ husband— he that — ^ Ob 1 AnJyp 
de§i: Anty, T as Frank tapped at tha jess^qpiiq^ 
shf^eil. ^lass— "tell him I cannotr-wiU npt.^ 
him:, get up and speak to him far. vf^fi^\y^ 
him to meet me in his uncle^s house in a^^ ^^^^ 
f-^nothing more can now. pass betweeff Ufr:TT{g:|. 
to him, for God^s sake ! — ^and stay-r-jhetp ^;oc^ 
across the floor, out of his aight*** . . .11 

When Anty bad attended to. the ,latti?i^ j^t^ 
of the Inquest, she advanced steadily tp the 
window* Her glance curiously and eiirif^^yi 
sought to miak^ out Frank^s features; but «|];)^ 
collar of the «jbak^ pmd the leaf of .his .ru^ti^ 
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'^ '*' I ^ mdst tee her tfiis riiofai^** ' repKed 
BVank* ^'1(410 are you?' her sister r- ' * ' *^' 
^^^Ybtt cahnot krid shall Dotr ^ i&y^Asietl 
te*]*!4iifeiWea Aiiiy ; aiis^ertng both qackififtis 
in a breath. - ^/' 

b3iw^5- child; open the lattice, Klce a feood^ 
pretty girl, as you are ;** standing side^sy to 
her, ai!iid iHth one hand spread oveV that part 
6^ hir^fa^e tvhfch the cloak and hat Had not 
qd^biddeA, he thrust the other hand ' thro&gU 
th^' htdff ui!iclosed window^ and, first c'altchiilg 
ATfity^^'attri, further attempted a slight liberty.' 
¥he iiiiyo{ihisticated child instantly shut th^ 
i^doW, ^ured it as well as she could, and 
rapic&y Bisappeared to join her sister, out of 
View iff Fradk. 

He continued to knock, unheeded. In . sonte 
titad, they heard him walk away. 
^'^ Now come with ttie, Ahty," said Pe^gy, 
**^tbdt I may keep my promise with him, to 
mebt him in his uncle'^s house ; but first let u^ 
s^k im dd fridnd, a few fields off.'' '' 

i5 
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^< What kaft hrddne to 5M!>u^ Peggy ? it mufit 
be sbmethiog very bad When you will not speak 
'to-hiin.'"- ' ' ' ' I •'. •:'' i • ' > . . ■ 

'^'Do ndit aik me ali, now;rI wiU tell you 
soon ; but now I fear the thinking of it ^noukl 
deprive im oft^^ little "Strength I have, and 
which I wknt to keepv^Cotn^ dear Amy ; let us 
steai out -withoiitdisturbitig our fiather ctr mo- 
theif.'' . ■ > 

** Yes ; but only one word : you said he 
wanted to deny he was your husband ?" ' ' ' 

" He does : he wishes to assert; Uiat' wg/mare 
not ph)periy flsarr^d ; bttt hecanilot proiiethat 
in thesight of Qod^ though he diay in the sight 
of mett.'" . , ' . 

" What do you mean, Peggy f**. adked the 
young sister, veddening and starting^ ^' what 
do you « mean by a marriage thatiwiSl nor hold 
in tbe Might of man? Are youhis wife ? 

'* We were married by the^prin^st- ^ i-* 

" Well ? and what then ? wha4; can^ He mcian, 
then P dear, deat* Peggy, how you fligbtened 
me ;^^ winding her i»tns around her sister. 

Peggy explained the legal exception, as the 
old Mai' had explained it to her. Anty looked 
as confoundfed as P^ggy had done when ^ she 
first heard it ; and msMfky had her isikixr added 
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that her only- <k>iiiis9 ^ould'bei ta throw herself 
upc^ 4he justie^; jwd*/ hiifllapily i»f.'Mrv:Long, 
ere they were both on the path diverging iato 
the fields from the b^^road before their fa* 
therms door. 

At a p<)iHt where the path. di?idtd i»^ 
tracJcs, 0M leading to <LoQg Halli th<e ctber to 
Ihe house cf a wealthy neighbouring fanner, 
whither Friar Shanaghan had gone to sleep the 
prerious evening, Peggy signified her intention 
of first eaUing on the old ecclesiastic to give 
them Ilia support and company up. to Mr. 
Loin's. < ; " He wan a courageous fri^d>'' she 
aiijii ; ^^ and^ besides, would be « ptvtector on 
the way, if any one they did not like 4o meet 
oame across tb^ pfith/' AcccNrdingly the sis- 
ifceirs turned towards the rich farmer's. 
. In their pcogres^ they had to ascend an eoai* 
nence, whi<^ gave a view to their right of the 
direct path to Long Hall, winding through se- 
veral lonesome little dells and retreats*; and 
..while, they hurried along, Peggy, casting a 
watchful glance in this direption, started, press- 
•ad ber . sisi^r'a arm, and quickened her pace. 
Amy, standing a moment behind, also lookiied, 
and saw some hitodred yards off, through a me- 
dium of bluish exhalation, the same person who 
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had knoclced aW lS[^'tMittibdt^Mchf\ Andlano- 
tMr ftt)^,Jtttlof(iDfed!'M^^tbWfcf6r^^ WM^ft fur. 
ther bore an empty pillion. Bolh^'i&eiit' w^& 
motionless, andi'i^eemingly Jti^'isAniBst' difep^^bfse. 
Vt/Stlld Ality y^ gasfed; hisr iSster tut^edy ek she 
TiM bafied littt' tocher, ttiid 4)^dc(MM' -aftitioiis'J 
Ijr ; and M Wonder a^dkldt^, ^e ha9fei)eH<W 
join Peggy. But before she left 'her' topo^ 
/«HUatidn^ she thought the '%ur« in the^cft^nk 
t^Mied add recogtrized her. •*' '' vfjT^i*^^ 

^ And she wa* right id her conjectui-e/' ^-'Jii' r^i^ 
^ ^ 'Eh^fd diey g6, by Heavm^P tdri^ ]P«iiite{() 
^^^ttvbidihg theidirect pafhy too*: I told* y^ "^^ 
9hfds; %he suspects every thing now^* ii\i^wii0 
iii^ihe FcJilidhtiiv.*' / / t u; 

^^ Not last night then, Master Adams^ italq^ 
my^tftd for it. And what a fuss about *tbk ))ath 
she hapf)etis to fancy this moming;' eaiiHyou 
juftt wheedle her in here, you that -^n dngtAMi 
birds otf the bushes, get h^r upm the-piiMbii;; 
welt strapped, and then order me wberevei^ ybtt' 
lifc^, with your own lawful wife ?** ' - -n- 

** That nmst be it, hollow ; so» I tak** ^'<^ 
face? Tt)und to meet her: but, StiMld, are'yinr 
sure the old priest can^t stir without oinnitig 
across the Peelers ?^ 
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, '.^ j&odvpc lbe;iie¥U,:n|iika:yPH a*propb6t/;r 
for, if «iyhlf«r/^vl^ »tff»errnfia 0mtle»^«Miiil th«li 

sisters with a ^' Good noioFiK^Wd -P^Sgy I?, f^flf) 
screained,M4bi^^<»tb«r,- enciroling. I?€;ggy's ifp^st, 
chMg04 it$( tbe'3&de whenoe he appK)aeh^, not 
nor d9rii|g(pri caaang. to look i^pJiito.bi^ facie,' 
whipb^^aSvitiil^rafuUy flauffledH -a^ if ; to le««^ 
in future doubt of his identity, any cbWQ^ 
qjeotator (ctf his pvesent actioim. . ; ). / 

"I ktiew^or at least was told by ywv^s^xn 
yanit, tthal you did »ot intend to keep., your afh 
pcivitiiu»nVl«ist'fi%ht,^ continued Frank,: as tbq 
giirla BtoQuI > sijk^t and motionless, '^andso, did 
not. go out myaelf; but my friend Mn>'&|]ri»^ 
my sister, and' one of my brothers^ await you^;^ 
Uttleiway off, to give you the satisfaction you 
i^^ired, early as it is»^ 'Twas yet scarce fou9 
Q^dook* i . ;- 
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Peggy ooQtiaued per&cdjr lii 

^'And so you will take my arm, and^ccune 
witl\ me.* . ' \ -> 

He moved towards her disengaged side } An-^ 
ty mored befotie bin; be thailged bis^phce 
again ; she agMQ anlicipated him. 

^^ Tot, child,* he x^esumed, *Uhts> is ;iio time 
to play ^t bo-peep ( tho** *— ^whispefkig hei^ckM^ 
ly***^^ at any other time you will findoiie willing 
enough : foi^ may I never die in sin, huty.i&a 
year or two^ you will be worth two iof Pegg^**^ 
nay, this moment, you don^t knov hdw I like 
you ;^^ and taking Anty by surprise Ue passed 
his arm round her waist, and ardently saluted 
her lips. 

The young nunnery girl, gaining, from indigo 
nation, extraordinary irtrenglh, flung hkot a^ide, 
and, with some point-blank and ratbcr £»v 
cible epithets, clung closer to her sister. •" 

*^ After this, at least, let us go oust road, 
Frank Adams,* said Peggy. t 

" Why will you be obstinate, P^gyi* my 
friends all waiting, and you keeping them : from 
the last height you har^ passed you might have 
seen some of them — ^my sister rode behiiui Mr- 
Sirr, on a pillion. Come, come ; if you are wil- 
ful, and I will add, ungrateful, I cannot consent 



to be exposed to Ittoghtsr; eo^r oome ak)ug» 

Peggy;" 

He took her arm, and endeavoured to sepa* 
rate her from faer fister^s embra^. \ Both .girls 
Bo«r6(^reamedloiid, andaU struggle viotently. 
They were ansireredt by a " hiUi^-ho T" from 
the direetian at the fiauEmer^s house whither 
tbey :had been, giMg ; and presently appeared 
a^Very .handaome young, inan, dressed in a 
rustic g«een sporting jacket, and bestriding 
as^ Imndsame a horse, which bore hini rapidly 
toiw'ards the pacties ; while^ at a good distance 
behind, iFriar Shanaghan's poor grey, with hev 
iBMtto oil berbadi;, did^hear best, at a very un- 
usual stretch of muscle, to keep in the track of 
the leader. 

.j:^* Stop,. Sir, whoever you are, and whatever 
yau intend r. said the young man, jumping 
from his saddle. 

.^^^And who dares bid me stop?*^ jfetorted 
Frank ; '^ I am warijanted in what I do ; this 
£amale is my wife/^ 

'*. Remember that, Davidj"^ said. the friar, now 

almost at the spot ; ^' remember it well, David 

Sbii^urman ; he calls Feggy Nowlan his wi£e.^^ . 

.. All seemed much strvK^k)with these word^^. 

Ft^oxk looked irritated <and perplexed ; and Peg-, 



^ l" see ydu ddfif^t 1W6W htt^, inSfil, Attiigfe ^^bti* 

tob f but, TPtggy; my womkif,' fliis is likte Da^ 
Shearmin thatiiiaeA tb lfe?;-thotlgh; obw^ahAfc' 
tfe*k '' cotoe Ixome * ttb± thfe ' prf^sfs ^^^httdl i>ftf 
England, he's big Davy; and dbrft yaA'reHiift*! 
her loiigagci, when he ami' y6u, dlUd^Mit^yoiJ 
Virercf^but lievet mind ; fhafV^Itpaift'aBdtgidilJe ; 
aifta now he '"^s nothmg tof yoa'but'a'nei^htioab? 
to do a neighboni^s turn ; and, td mybia^h^ti^ 
ning,' since h6 and I have comis by bhafito^t^^ 
your side so arly this mdmitog, #hy, iw -H>jAwi 
stay at yotir side till' we see you safe on the 'nwi] 
youVe for going; though helefthtssAujg'bed'at^ 
such an hour to see me a bit on mytmn* A>ad, 
for ould-time*s sake ; eh, Peggy ?" aUghtiiig* 
slowly from his grey, '^isn^t that. the way }it<^li 
be? and ar\ityou this mometit gbing i&^y^ 
die course I bid you take yesterday f^' • *-•* -t' 

** I am. Sir; I was on my way to ask ^iui*^ 
company, atid now I thank yoU and thh\g^u^, 
tleraan.^ ; . ?/ 

" To be sure you were, to be sure you do ;^''Mt 
eonae; stop, whoS this ? eh ? Oh, I'tieedn'^ ^k 
another word ; a Nowhn^ 'aH over ; th^4i^ 



are blue like her poor ould father^s ; .4^p,t}p^ ip^- 

tte^,.G<i4bW.ypii,^Wy §ae,^il4;^'' kisfKung^ 
km chersfc *: " bp w % ,tixe. puld ^ supor^cf ?, a»d all 
tife^fiouWi nun^?. ,an4i ^ .thep^^xty j^oyi^es,?. 
^itb^<]|;|0orderf ?, VPielU yp^'U teU mp woth^r. 
tJHP^^^^qiae noW'y, i bel^WfVc're bouod fpi> 

I;99gj^(f41t does. !^. 'Frank acoompapy u^i^ / 

^ . • •• ' ' ■ 

£ri't$nl^.W|bo5: sipce the iaterrjuptioii, ixad stood 
$i)«i^iha$r hack turn^, did not an^pi:^. b.u^ 
si^pf^, a&ide: to bUow free passage tp. t;I^e^, 
P^li^0/^hQ, advancing in tbe way thp friftr,, 
1^ > com^ sooa gainod his sid^^ apd 9.9 apO/Q;^ 
pKQ^iineed him their prisonec, on autbpijty o^ 
a^wfurjtinli.graatfed by Magistrate Adai;n9. • 

; ** Pullajbo and botheration entirely,'/ . cried' 
1^^.•old reguUr, as all other perscHis. of t^e; 
gfoqp/seemad, in different ways, much ^itated 
a$:liis occurrence, ^^ warrant away, arrest, away,, 
hang away, my boys ; I know all about that ;, 
apd, /111 go with you as quiet as any lamb, if 
yQUr.jtist take me, first and foremost, before 
Mr. Long's face, where I have a word to say ; 
jTQu '11 oblige me so far, won't you?" 

> ^avjbg. secretly consul te4 Mr* Frank's eye, 
tb^l^er .of ther Peeleirs ^id he. could do no 



8uoh thiit^ ; Mr. ShiUMighan muat go* btfore 
Magistriite Adai«8« 

^^ Then» Peggy ,^ re^iuned th« friara fipoaking 
earnestly, " go you your ways with your lister 
and Davy Shearman^ straight to Mr. Long; 
tell your story, plain and square, befm^ all ; 
and never cry fortne, a good girl; nofemr o^tbe^ 
ould regular ; many a cat and d<»g and better 
thing ^11 die before me; shake hands, myobiildi 
and God speed you* David, don't leave* her 
side ; you know a little of the little rason why 4^ 
• ".Never fear me, Sir,^ answered Davids . 

"One word with you, Peggy," .whispered 
Franki stepping to her. Anty clung closer 
than ever to her aster, ai^d Peggy evidetit^y 
showed a resolution not to turn off alone with 
him« 

" Let pretty Anty come with ydu,'' he added ^ 
^^ what I have to say may as well be aaid inhi^ 
hearing.'^ 

The sisters accordingly separated tbeea»elvjea 
a few paces from their friends. 

" 'Tis but one question,'' resumed Franks in 
a boding whisper ; " why do you now so ob- 
stinately refuse the satisfaction you so earoebtly 
demanded yesterday, P^gy ?"" 

*^ I will answer your question^ if yqu aikswer 
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the distance between her and the friair and Dk* 
vid Shearman: t^n gknciDg at Frank's hands^ 
and pressing closer td Kttle Anty. 

^^'Let me hebr it^^- he said ; his eyes fbMing. 

'^ lliis is it, Franki"^ as her hoarse tones be^ 
came almost inaudible; ^^ iHio dug the hole 
itt the Foil Dhuir, after twelve o'dofck, last 

' Without raraing his eyes, he dre»w back, his 
shouldiers slowly cringed up, and inclined t» 
double forward, 'as if a creeping went through 
every fibre of his body ; and when at last his 
€to?larged e^4^8 as slowly rose and fell Upon Peg<^ 
gy^s^ "she shrieked aloud at their deadly, animill 
ekpression. 

" What 's the matter with you all there ?" 
enquired the friar ;• ** and stop^^what 's the 
matfer here at our backs taof Salvation to 
my soul, but it^s that crack^^brained poor 
omadhaun, Peery Con^y, cotning prancing 
on, like a year-ould coult, before my excellent 
frietid Mr. Nevin^ of Nenagh town, and he 
another magistrate, and with another handful 
of Peelers at his heel»"«Chri8t save us all f it^s 
a busy morning.'* 

At the mention of Peery ConoUy's name, 



^fanjkiiqwklT' stttrt^ 'ftBrnliis bdtetul trance, 
and, casting but a look towards the approaching 
^ffin^^ l^owidied iawny ft6tii^btiTf friends, 1>efore 
t^ nf^ynTiiOiOftrS'^iatM w^llti&re ^ot bim iti view. 
♦ . " li^r^^rweoBe ! be^e we are, like May-toys T 
9h^u|od- Teeny, daadlhg 'forward ; '^'^ cotne on, 
P/^^lers^. n^y darlsiMl ! ' tQm^ 6n, Misfher Kevin, 

a^cfioiin^a^ w' 8^'y ^' youl yauth-a-votlaugK ^ 
here we are T "' " ' 

. ■ " B»y, g™a™«, !«. ..:r oW J„tf ;pii.| 

fcouvyoiif" enqmred Mr. Nevin. 

*' Mri* Frank Adams, this tnotnent,**^ answer- 
^|thefisiar< . 

,,^^f^ Tiwitf.loDk» bad/ rejoined Mr. Nevin'; 
*^wd Di0w,.flir> I b^gin to believfe your mad 
cj^iai^gieay'" to PeBiy. 

*• It looks good) your honour means,^ said 
^at ;p^90D.; " an' believe Peery ot no, ji^^,^ 
](f>ur honour likes, he's to the for^ any hojY, 
iq hould.bisown purty neck for a rannin' knot, 
if vhe. eanH fit it on another's.** 

(J * 

,. *M.will certainly take care of you, Sir, till the 
affair ha^ eDded.^^Whicli way, Mr; Shanaghan, 
has Mr. Frank gone ?" 

The friar ^oiieioufily pdinted it out : two pf 
Mr. Nevin's attendants were despatched to^ iex- 



plore it ; two - more, .pi^v^t m «it ' dpipQrife *dS 
rection. ' . • .; >♦ .1. <» .. * ■' ' " ' 

" " And inow^ vjb^^t^vj^r miurib^ yout (msUitfss 
among us, Mr. , ^^jp,,, JMiw'll ilo me^ ii fa- 
your, X ku^w/ : 6ai4. tb<e ^nar : and thereupon 
he explained )fis> .^tuatioii; the Atttibuted 
crime^ that h|Kl ^roug}it him into k ; and 
'^^ed by recj^uesiing the inter&rt^nce of the 
Nenagh magistrate with his captors, to ]>revail 
on them for liberty to accompany bis youne 
fnends towards. Miy I^ong*^ bouse* Mr. 'NcfVM 
easily obtained t^e accoounodation whi^'the 
Peelers had before refused ; and addirig, thkt 
he. had jiifit been at Long Hall, aiid wad again 
called there by his present duty, the wbole 
party moved for this important ground of ex- 
planation. ' '^ ' 

" Your honour wouldn'^t let me up to tfc'e 
tlall wid you afore," said Peery, " me nbr the 
feelia' boys; an' may be all was dacetit atf 
kind, for the sake o** the ould uncle, that Was 
the best man in the counthry till his nephew 
came home ; bud now, if^ your honour plaises, 
we H go in, at any rate ; an** you Ul let the boyte 
^break open any dour, or lock I rise up my httle 
^nger at.** 

Mr. Nevin assented. They soon gained the 
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bouse* Mr. Long received the magiBtrate, 
Peery, and our friends in his library, where 
they found him pale and trembling in aii easy 
chair. 

^^ Have you seen him, Sir ?'"* asked the aJflUct- 
ed gentleman, as his brother-magistrate etiv 
tered. 

^^No, Mr. Long; but he may have Mhoe 
returned to the house,'' 

^^ Then^ Sir, you can agahi search theliouse.'* 
The uncle more than suspected that Mr. Nevin 
was right in his conjecture; but, from the place 
towards which he believed Frank had retreated, 
he hoped all search might be turned. Hewas^ 
however, left by Mr. Nevin and Peery to dudb 
the issue of a closer scrutiny than had befoon 
occurred. 

" And now, Miss Nowlan, your business with 
me,'' continued Mr. Long. 

" Tell it all up, like an honest woman^ Peg- 
gy," said Friar Shanaghan, 

"My name is not Nowlan, now, sir,** an- 
swered Peggy^ " and for some time has aot 
been.'* 

" And I know that," rejoined the friar. 

" And, since last night, I too know it^" D^ 
sumed Mr. Long : " the young woman has been 
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nunrried by you, Six^ to my wretched nephew, 
Frank AdaiOB^ aecording 4o the forma of your 
church." 

" You have just said it, Sir," observed the 
fitar, D€^ing : ^^ may we aak how you found it 
out ?" 

** By his own acknowledgment.'' 

^* Good God, Sir!" cried Peggy, "then we 
have all wronged him ; and I-^I have injured 
him in ootting before you this morning/' 

"Fear it not, my good young woman; and 
do not think I heard his avowal with his own 
fuee will ; in fact, he knows not, even now, 
that I have his secret. So, go cm. What re- 
quest do you wish to make of me on the sub* 
jectr 

' " He has lately disowned me as hts wife, 
Sir.'' 

" He has," echoed the friar, 
r "And that I know too/' said Mr. Long. 
" Well ?" 

^^ We know you. Sir, to have the kind heart 
sbA the straight mmd; and we hope you will 
just ask him not to deny it; for we hear he 
can, if he likes, and with all the law on his 
SNfce, »!9ir** 

" I will ask him, my child, if, after the endr 



itti 

itig of a mattev diat now nnrly cauatm^bka^ 
you still wish me to do so ; aad, por}iopa» tho 
qveilion will do him more honour than he mo* 
nt». Do joa love him ?'' 

'^ It 's not K> much for myadf. Sir, tfaot I 
want him to do me justioe." 

<< For whom, AcB ?"" 

" Ob, air !"-*4aid l^eggy'B firmnen b^^n to 
fiul. The horror of the iMt mght wis ftiBjr 
recollected, in the thought of what a man sho 
was about to present her duid ta She mka^ 
ed ; her head swam ; she leaned tm her little 
(riirter, and wbiipemd her; and in a few iW4Wifat 
^nty, transmittiag her to the caie of the fimif 
advanced firmly, though she'bluabed soarlel* 
and said in an even voice, 
. '^ My sister Peggy is more anxious for the 
good name and happiness of her unborn dnld^ 
Sir, than for her own," 

^^ Poor young thing,'' sighed Mr. Lic>ng ; 
gazing through moist eyes at his nieoe4n4aw. 

^^ And she hopes, Sir, that you will put it 
out of the power of the father of her child J:o 
call it a " 

The zealous advocate failed in h&r turn^.aw) 
could get no farther. The old friar $u{^Med 
tfie w<»rd. 



. : ^^'Answvr tne, Beg|^5^ resumed Mt. l^ong^ 
la^ ske ^^(fKfw 'b«C*er ; ^Issk no idHeqtie^aos; 
inil ft'lseftaiii tnel'lisve'iiefiire tasked ivqiilMii 
'k Candid answer :**^D6 you love my luthapfyy 
HepbewP' • * 

*' No, Mr. Long !-i«Qh ! bo, no, no P "repBed 
Peggy, as she vehemently dasped her bands. 
' ' ^^¥»i ironid. nol, ihen, be content tb live 
nWi bar (if, m I aiid befbre, he How esca)iSI 
Or diSeftky^^^in c o mf ^i e t e n ce, though not ifi 
"i^unkf flcncl, perhaps, iit solitude P*^ 
>' ^ggy yiildfid a negatire inore earnest' ffaati 
bii ' totti tfr due ; iSie btmror and tevuUion of h«r 
mIv' dffled vp by the word '^ 9olitade^ aifd 
itlfite^sbodtffions, being t]uite iTvidetft to SIi^ 
Long. 

• zf ' Hdw did lilts happen ? — what eanGse has he 
(^iFcb ^Mr this olMinate change of feeling IP 
When did he forfeit your affeetiotis ?^ 
. f^He ntf^ferhad^em. Bit:' 

^Sndeed ! Why did ^ou marry him, then P 
feioancfed theeatediist, now beginning to re- 
fftM :fMt Vt^gj as a cold-hearted, designing 
young person — *^his hopes of a good fttftuiie 
fc«»e,'^perhap6, tta inducement P 
t^ ^^ffith WtJLcfixg ; I esn tpath fortune, though 
I am only a farmer^s daughter, if fortune does 

TOL. II. K 



nqt briiig pea^ : and trae heart Vlove* ^Tk 
true I never, never Jared Mr. Frank, and yet 
X became his wife* The first unlucky evening^-r 
tiinlueky' in erery thing- but the saving yow 
f r©m danger— ^^ 

^^ I remember it/' said Mr. Long, as Peggy 
paused. u, 

** That very first evenings Sir, I '11 not deny 
---<for a young girl is sometimes foolish and 
tbc^ghtless. Sir — that, for an hour or so, he 
might have pleased me by his flattery, andblB 
fine words, and his elegant manners, that I never 
saw before ; to say nothing of his being thtti» afi 
well as now, the handsomest man tbat^God 
foi^ve me I— ever had within him so ba^ a 
heart ; — ^but before he left my fadier'^s roof, my 
mind— the soul in my body — changed against 
,him ; and changed, first, from a little thii)g. 
I caught him, when he thought I wasnH mind- 
ing him, sneering at my poor fatheri^nd mother 
and my poor brother John, while they and I 
^ere doing the best to treat him kindly; and 
a'most in the same moment that he was praising 
them to my ear for all they said or did. {{e 
stayed that night; an^ I watched him 'cloj^eTf 
and liked him worse ; and the next mornlpg. 
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Sir, after you and Miss Letty eame back, I 
saw his eye atid his smile f uU of' such contempt 
to my poor lost brother, while he pretended to 
be going under his very feet, that from that 
blessed hour my heart was shut for ever and 
ever against him.^ 

" All this is still very singular to me,^ said 
Mr. Long, as Peggy stopped, from exhaustion. 

**And to me. Sir," echoed David Shear- 
man; who, in no commoti interest, watched 
Peggy while she spoke. 
' •^Hould you your tongue, Davy, and let 
the poor child go on,'' observed the friar. 

^'I came, with him that's lost to us all, to 
stay a while in your house. Sir," resumed 
Peggy, '* and though his attention to me.grew 
more and more, my bias towards him grew less 
and less. I saw nothing in him or about him 
that wasnH suspicious; and, for a stronger 
i^ason, I was on my guard every time we 
met." 

** May I ask that reason, Peggy ?" 

^ I am bound to tell you. Sir, though it 's a 
filiame.for any young woman to own it. This 
was it ; while he talked of loving me better 
ihiEUl the world, he never spoke, at first, (nor 

K 2 
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^till I reininct^ l^m bgr aaying be must aak me 
of my father) |of mi^qg me bis wife : an^ 
woTse, — he wo^ld have been fre^ thaii be 
ought if If had al)ow^4 bio^ ' It ofte>i r<i8e in 
my mind to tell my brother John all abotit i1^ 
so that I might epcape Mr. Jfrank*^ instdts ; bi^ 
I was afeard ci J^hg&^s passioa) wbicb wa3 
always, g]%at when roused^ and of a. q\}ai^ 
betw,een him and your nephew that wouldn't 
become his calling.'^ . . ^ .. 

" Yoy say, Peggy, you referred hiBf^tpyoi* 
father: it is not unlikely your fal^ber ,ik[^u14 
have assented ; then you would hay^ t^^^ 
bound to marry him ; and bow do y^u^repQii^ci^ 
that to yoiiT rooted dislike ?" ^ j\!^p 

^M knew. Sir, he never kitended to. 4#k.|^ 
of my father ; I knew be didnH love mf for. Ij^ 
wife; I was quite sure: dr, evea supposiyyg 
he had come oter the old otiaoi X kn^w . t 
«ould get tny father to^Ve him tbe g^byt^t 
last." . , 

^^ But still, I cannot gness a reason fi^* .yoAur 
marrying him of your own free will, at fest.^; ■ 

" It wasn't of my own free will. Sir;., 1 'ip 
coming to that. After a night, when, by t{fe 
help of a poor boy I saw bere just now^ 1 batv- 



ly escaped the worst at Mr. Fra^V^ hands, we 
didn^t meet for a long while. He sent me Iet« 
^s and messages^ through one body 9F another, 
but, I kept close by my father'^s hearth.. At lasl 
lie thoagbt of nieana to frighten Qie into seeing 
him. He wvote me wgrd that my unforta* 
nate b^oth^r Jphn wi^.in his power ; th«t with 
qine word ^ his bisli^p, hie cpuld ruip him fo|r 
ever i loid h^ swore wicked oaths, that if I did 
Wt eottie out in the evenings to speak \q hioQ) 
be would $a^ ih/s^ word. So I was forced to 
stefipi out from titn^ to time, to ti^y and soften hyi 
h^arl towaiH^s my poor brother, Gpd above, and 
k ^Qod trust in Qod^ my only safeguard* At 
first, our meetings passed off with notbii]^ bu| 
Mr. Frank's prolois^ not to destroy John Now- 
%n until 1 should see him i^ain { but, by de- 
grees^ your bad nephew. Sir, made me under* 
Vttand tliat if^t did not consent to sin, he would 
take his long*threatened revenge. Nothing 
else, he swore, could save us all. I broke away^ 
lirom him again wd again, only to run back to 
him the ne3(t eve^aing, and £^1 on my knees at 
his* feet fbr mercy. He was not to be moved. 
And jiow comes the maraiage. Upo& the very 
blade: evening ^t John Nowl^i^ left his home^ 



and thalt 1 Wk^ to leive ft, 'for a while, wfth 
Him, i promise Mr. *Fi*AnH'tti give him' a litot 
Wdrd hear the stite on the' DilbKn yoad. 'It 
Was tny plan- to beg fmm htm a feW dAyft'gVaoe, 
Until I should return, after leaving my brother 
at Nenagh : and When, with his prdmii^, John 
and I were on the road, fair away fN>m th J near 
danger of a quarrel with your ' neph«#f I 
thought to tell him the whole -dtory^ idid pvrt 
him on his guard against the eharge^'ttat mte 
T^tuiy to fall on his head. Avdch^ ^k^, Xddiewr 
it was partly true ; but still I hop^'hfe mA^t 
come to himself, repent, confers hi^ GiUm ^tb 
his bishop beforehand #ith his %ue^yp lilhd' so 
'^ve hiinself arid me, together; > "^-^ " >i 

• ' ** So; Sir, I met Mr. Fratfk in a^ tc^some 
place, while John Ndwlan and fitmither wefe I^ 
kl'one too. I begged my boon; yotrr ne^ew 
would not hear of it. He swore tnore'^^fkkMy 
than ever, that, if I left him that tiiglft ||« I 
Carney he would not sleep'till he salr JoMIs 
bishop in Limerick town. I cried and^ Wnlbg 
my hands, and knelt to him over and 4)Wis 
but I spoke to the heart of stoi!^e : he^h^tto 
pity for me. Morfe, Sir; he began to talk "6f 
destroying me by force as well ai fewror ; atld ) 



iif«» Still at; his feet, c^rying and Ifeqeeehingy 

when lay poor lost .]br9th0r*-Toh» Mt. I^opgi 

Mr. Iioagl^'^ani^t go on^ Sir;, this good 

gentlemtupi. Father Shanaghan, will fiiiidi it for 
me, . . 

r The foar readily took up the $tory, axid- de- 
tailed his strange meeting with John by the 
lx>ad^de; hi^ progress with him to the lone- 
Bmp0. field; their meetiag with Maggy, whom 
4iie mrralior kn^w i and finally, the frantic and 
tomribll? .threat by whidi, against Peggy s incll- 
Dfu^ion jrep^atedly. expressed, he was compelled 
dp 9¥ikbrat(^ . the w^ariage. 
r.. ^. We.ajU fcnpw," continued the old eockeias- 
tic, '^ the cause for the madness^ that^ happen^ 
io^'jIMli the moment before, made the poor boy 
isipefpr any thing desperate and wild-;, bi^t^ as 
I Jhia¥# sin^se had reaoon to believe, his temper 
Wlia, tiling into the channel for this extra- 
ivaganee by .e^rta^l falsehoods told him by 
^l^.^m^ched creature, Maggy Nowlan, who 
Idi'ljeQious of my child here, and, when Mr. 
JRisaok's ^aniestness went too far with Peggy, 
.yields td a sudden fit of wicked revenge in set- 
King John upon them both. And now, Mr. 
Sjongi having told out our little story, we again 



tvm to yoju for all tlip ju^<^-T<9ii4«it '?^ but 
tle^ too-^yo^. bav€t it ia ypur paiwit t^ giit# i^^ 
It is true, 1^ mychUd V.tggy ^j^tb^ymr 

n€tphe\f ¥(aB^ to 9^f^ tP. thft CQivy^i^;^a^( 
of the country, tQ sanctiw his disavowal ^pf.jyi^i 
iwrriage^ and tp |^vq \\inj^ mm^T VX\^^[ 
crimen. As «i proof of hi§ iQte^timp^ yquvipiMit 
know that ^ ani^ thi? Qioiti^t, 9 pi:i»}V|^. p^Q^a 
your roof, arretted o^ » w^a^t fys^.}^^.. 
ther^ for h&vjpg celeferatjed tb^ iMW*<ge35*1 £ ? j 

"Good God, Mfv SJM^ai^uV:': int^^^^HpMldin 
the judge^ lueeomiog wiucth agit^t^ wlnl^'i^ft 
damour through the hou9^ sgfsmeA. »d^f9^ 
ly to ajajnn bm^ He attqmpti^d tP: iFi&e s^i^l., 
touch the b^lVpuU, but sank baick in^ chM^t 
faint and trembling, David Sh^anuau.qpriMig - 
to it. A servant^ loolung frig^teued,. oppcyvrcd 
at the door: Mr* Lopg asked.a gUi^ of i^eqijlie];; i 
tasted it> and resu&i^. « . v :i 

** Mr. Sbanaghan^ the justk^you |isk.pf,,pf. . 
ypu shall have, to the utiP9«t pf »y iJWtty/to. ; 
Qooifex It, Fir^t,, he: ei$mx^^ I sih«U . 5^ - jfW /. 
freed fi'omi this odious arrests" t > . .. 

" Don't mind 9%^ Sir," md th!^ fj^iv* . ,1^1/ 

" Next; if,, by entreaty, threats^ orrpjwnVwf^ i 

I can prevail on my demquiaf^ii} nepb^Ty t9, ,1^ t 



T^^ howlaSbj, £01 

Kdiuf y^ according to the provisio|is of the law^ 
tfAa excellent young woman, whom T have vofix^ 
sortrQwthan shame m ^en now calling my niecet 
her child Ibhall not Come into the world legally 
branded : but, as I' before said, this chiefly de* 
petids on'Frank^s escape from greater difficul- 
ties that threaten him close. Hear that ! the 
noiiie abroiad, which now encreasess conperns the 
question, and, I fear, tells against us-^agajnst 
us all Z'—<Ai God T as, amid loud talking, tjl^e 
pttrfour door flew open, *^ I fear I am to be the 
ixiost dldgra^ed sufferer, here.^ 

'As he spoke, Mr. Nevin, Peery Conolly, the 
sertant'before noticed as partly in FranVs qon- . 
fidenbe, and a group of Feelers, advanped into^ 
theroom. 

** Ax. his honour^s self, I say,** cried Peei;y,^ 
iK>w much altered from his usual bufibonery of 
manner — ^^ My life is concarned in id) sfC 1 9)u^t 
see- myself rightified : if he gets time to make 
awtay wld the proofs in black an^ white agin hioi, 
wh6 *11 believe poor Conolly the Rake, on his own 
wod*d, face to fape wid one o' your gintlemin P 
Misther Long, — your reverence, — Peery canH 
help it'; he held his pace a long while, an\ only 
for two things, ^ud go to his grave, an' the dance 

K 5 
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on faim, widout a tEhCnrd-; but wiien Masther 
FraiHk wanted to #rtog Peggy Nowlan, an* get 
my own^self hanged, oat*aiM>ut, instead W his 
own ^If) why, ^lase yoUr honour, the Inggest 
loci couldn'^t wait to lethim.'* 

^^ Pardon me my most 'disagreeable duty, Mr. 
'LoAgi'^ said Mr. Nerrin, *' but the facta ape 
thfese-^you know the capital offence with iwhMi 
your nephew stands charged; we left.'jjrou''to 
search the house, a second time, for biol, 4)r for 
certain documents against him ; neither haitid yet 
been found: — but this young man insists that, 
in a concealed and barricaded cellar, we shall 
come at least on the documents : the dobt he 
points out is trebly barred and locked; we erua- 
pect it to be fastened at the inside aisa'; we 
have demanded the keys from your sen^ant/he 
says they are lost ; we believe he misinfbrinatfs; 
but at all events, before we proceed to 'iseirst 
open the door, at which some of my officers 
remain stationed, we are anxious to Consult your 
wishes.*" 

" Give up the keys, Sir,'' said Mr. liOng to 
the servant, after a very agonized pause. 

The man insisted they were lost even before 
he came to the house, and that the raulth^ 
never since been opened or used. 
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The pttpersftve stiog in id, for all tbiitr in- 
abted P^ry OonoUy ; ^^l^m aot liU^dy tQ i»e 
wrong ; one that helped to hide thent thei^e, iukI 
brought them at the dead o^ fiigh/t^- from the 
middle o' the wood, where tbey were left, as 
sddn as they were gutted, — that body, an' it-^s a 
woman> tould me so. Sure, from the first hour 
sbei spoke ta me, an^ thought to 'list me for the 
•job, she. an^ me are as thick as two brothers.; 
^bd^J fbutid manes to stay away that night, an' 
to ^SBOW dust in her eyes, to make her think me 
.loyal to the cause, for all that« Yesp musha, 
what a fool I am; and there stands the colleen 
i/ the w<Hrld,V pointing to Peggy, "for whose 
sake I pretended to listen to Maggy, and larn as 
much o^ the matther as I could, became I hada 
bit iv » rason o^ my own for thinking that the 
man that wanted her to Uke him was at the 
bottom iT id all.^ 

-• **I warn you,^ resumed Mr. Nevin to the 
servant, who still persisted, however, in his 
statement. 

^^ Tben you will excuse us, Mr. Long,, our 
necessary duty: follow me, men ;^ and the ma- 
gidlrate, Peery, the: Peelers, and the servant, 
again left the room. 



In a few momentS) beftv^V Wtemg sounds 
wer^ beard The sisteps, tbe ffiar, yom% I)a^ 
^d,^ dttd Mr, L^u^' M$ieiied scNne.tiyie & bv^t^^ 

'' Thia h wron^" at last said Mir. Lo^g ; <^ I 
Aould'Aot Bit here: I dughfc ta 9ee the re^utt 
with my qvh eyes : pray aasist me, Sir T* stretch- 
i^ out bia or*! to Davk) Shearmaii. ' ^ 

The ybuog wan readUy gair^ the Help t4i 
quired, and both went out. The fitarv S^ift 
Peggy and Anty cbngiag to him^ soon fbl'^ 
lowed. 

iUl passed through the kitcheu apartments 
ii^to a bcoad area, over whidb the faall-iAobr 
9tep9 were aopported by an arch. In the si&. 
w^llof the area, detached from the house, and 
W^er tbe. steps, was a low door, fitting very 
light to ilB jainbs, made of tihidk oak plonk^ 
and secured as Mr. Nevin had detoribed. It 
obriogsly gave entrance to' a rault, exca^ted 
vasder a contmuation iji the steps that, tier itfter 
tier, fell down into the lawn, some disftanc^ 
from the bouse. Around it were grouped ^ 
Peelers, headed by Mr. Nevin, and iussisted by 
P^iy, still battering with a sledge, a brirg$ 
stone, and the buts of three carb&ies, at tSe 



the sledge on this padlock, au' notbtpg elfft^T 
9fiiA ont^ pi the Feder^ The hiBt seienied 
good. Th^ stroDgi^t mwa^ itnpped, > wd by- • 
succession of crashing and well-aimed stipke% 
broke tbe p^lRidi^ into pi^Cfs. Two iipn bi4ra» 
M^wb Jit It^ k^t fi«jid> were, tjben.eniily taken 
%f^ ; stj^t tbp doQr wf^ft jasi, i^d now it wan 
e^Me^t that it was indeed double*lock<^ on tM 
inside. 

.4(U Wkf)4 <^ ei^ oAhfff wli^n tlu«. bc^ 
caijoe certi4n ; 4wl wUile Pe^y Conoll^^ 
s^h^p drimPg .bi& breath hacdi renaidl^, 
*^ Qhi^st wiye v& i tbe bouchal is withkl, hm 
qw^aelf,'" IVI^w iLpilg was si^i^ to^ grow disead^ 
^tfAly a^V&ted^ w4 th^ mi^r^ sbrunk bad( m 
ffr ai,tbe,4rQa iiUpiwed tbejp^ 
.) , AgS^Q tb^ sl^ge wa$ iHppjied to ths^t part) 
iM;)tb^ ^d^>p{\the door, wj;i^re the sum supp^flcd 
the lock Uff b«. JM eveyy chish it ga^e, poor 
]^^i^yry^s. heart shrunk, aiid her ears huszed 
witb the soMod* StiU sh^ cou)d not keep her 
^es from tb^ 4por> whichji yielding to a ti^ 
9)^iu}ou^ iltrpke, ajiid opening on its hi«gea intp 



tbe vaulti atla»t flew,4>{i?p, ia^4,.(;p,the HiirfMr^ 
if not terr(»: of aJJ, allo?(rfd y^^t.tPwagH^'i^f 
ihick, suffocating &moke» l^ialt ^ai^l^t^ly JM4<fi 
view of the interior. 

" Murther !" roared Peery.; ** he 's pifther 
bumin** them-«-thiU ^s the srpoke oV the ^ Maze 
they made.**' 

** In, men, in I'^ exclaimed Mr. Nevia. Ho the 
Peelers, who, taken by surprise,, stepped ob^lk 
as tlie unexpected volume of smoke rusi^ ij^p 
their feces. ' ]i/. 

r ■ 

^^ Suppose we just guard the door w^fiyom* 
honour, till this cloud passes off^ an' we cai>r§^ 
what we 're doin^ P"^ answered the corpotaL j . 
r Mr. Nevin assented. The men oocked th^ir 
carbines and formed, at some distance^ roi^pd 
the door. Our friends could see between thj^u). 
Id- a very short time, the interior of the v^iik 
became so far cleared, that all were able.to difr 
oem a dying flame at its remote end^ and^he 
figure of a man stooped over it. Aftef aHothonr 
{lause^ the features of Frank became vii^ible, 
haggard, and seemingly stupified. £neelJBg 
c>n both knees, he held, as if unconsciously, a 
torn paper in one hand, and in the other a ]^s- 
toly which more than once he pointed to hk 



Mad,' but withdt^ Ag«in, irl ^ftnt of nerve tf 
of seltpossessioir. 'Mr. 'Long groaned aloud; 
Peggy shrieked ahtt sw(5oned away; the old 
friar crossed himself; the Peelers looked pe- 
trified, and did not stir. 

^* Seiee him, and save all the papers -you 
can,^ said Mr. Nevin; the first to awaken to 
his duty. The men rushed in: Frank dis- 
charged at random, and without effect, his pis- 
te^),' atid then passively submitted to his fate. 
Mr. Nevin, assisted by others, stamped upon 
the fire and extinguished it ; collected frag- 
<nent^ of paper that it had left unconsum- 
ed, and others that lay nearly whole around 
the vault, together with several leathern bags, 
cut open ; they were conveyed into the area, 
dild, after a moment's investigation, no doubt 
i^emained that many of the letters and all the 
mail-bags which, some time before, had been 
rbb^ed from the* night-coach, now lay before 
Mr. Nevin. 

'**This is dreadful, indeed ,'' said that gen- 
tleman^ passing to Mr. Long, taking his arm, 
and walking him aside. 

-* ^ Mr. Nevin,** began the miserable uncle, 
grasping the arm of his friend, but for a time 
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lie-MsM nM go bH; At ilfengtb he Was "eltite to 
3«j^«< Do you tUtlk, Sb^i I daierve AeappriLU 
iDg^ disgrace ' iixh ^mnst biihg tip6D me? -Oh ! 
Mr. Nevin, dp yoq not pity me ?" 
** In my' lieart and soul I do^ my exoellei^ 

fii^ndr 

*' What, theaP am I to life t6 witnies^ hia 

shameful end? If yqu pity me, indeed^^^ '-' 
•' Hold, Mr. Ixmg; you aud I eamiolf W^eW'^ 
word oa that; but it is aatural you' didid^*^ 
wish to see him alone, and you shall: jas^; I 
bring the prisoner up-atairs to Mf. Long^^ ' li- 
brary* and while he and his untie speak' soU^'*' 
time together, guard the door catefidlyl ^ I 
leave the house, Mr, tiong*'* ^'' ' 

Ordering Peggy and her sister to be kindly 
looked after by the housekeeper, Mr, Long ' - 
was able to muster sufllcient netv«' to gain, 
his library, followed by Frank, i^ ente^ 
it unguarded icfter him. The spartmMI Kad 
a double door, both with locks. The' t^ 
ment the uade and nephew were.alone^ I^irank^''^ 
started from his lethargy; his eye sparkled; 
he glanced around ; and, as Mr. Lcmg sank into 
a chftir, he softly locked the inside door, and ^ 
put the key into his pocket. ' 
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here.'*' ' m . ■ ; ■ i .- . ». 

closet door ; ^* your key, Sir : tbWi Uttle pblf>% ' 
is fiist, hut I ciui drop) ^Tofftr th«; utii^vr j&to 

«4<,i^,iy^* »t»4 to yew l^omi^e,: lay ^to)4B9 

S^feTTryQiWiJi^yi.Sir.'' . i ,. 

^ On. tw0 9^0ditions» I will, pa?bap«i cqut . 
8^W^ *iA jwr ^iiH^pQ fiJo» afaloii'vr ^ath.^ , : . 

t^ I £»||( ( h^ij^e na tim# tQ ^p^r^^ for «w4ii< ^ 
tiws;. \k\Kt say theo^, iWfife.'' - > ; 

'S qftrstjt y w AtU. tiw^ppipt y«i4r«*K Xo^^Apm^ 

" What to do theare^ Sir ?— Starve ?" 
^i I witt ^pply you with a com^^pisei."' 
^!. Wbftti^py^ call a o^KapeteiK^, uippk^?- 
^ J^fai^QU^ iiar4-bf#rt^. i»an ! a( s^ichr •« 
tiiqe as'this can you stop to drive a ba^gaip f*' 
•^ W^ S^^fH^matti^r ) ypur otbcir Qpi^tWp.'' 
« Yott vimSk b«fe"». yQU le«ve ^n boii#?, 
«i)imit.tP be. mwri.ed' bjr a, ¥Totfi9t^B% ^cleggjf^ 
mm tp tbe vomax^ you ^^ ato^a^y rnift^*''. . 
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that 's all eonfounded tMi»mae; it 'can^t bf^ 
dmie.^ •• '. . -.. * .. . . 

" M0D0t«r! dare you dctfy ale?'' 

'" Tut, Shr ; there 's ho' ^<tire in the case; I 
only say it is imposfiible.*' 

** Ttien mfeet yourfate.^ • :>»j'- 

*^ And that 's afafeuvdity , ttky^ uncle ^H^tft^ 
ifhere you are,^ pressing hitn baokiin^faiacbflfi^ 
as Mr. Long was about to mov^^ out^ef-»Uier 
room ; <^ sit quietly, Sir, and 'let tnd hav«o^«fUF 
key.^ ' • wMo ) ."I Jiifv/ 

** So, Frank ; — and if I refuse, you luro reo^V 
I suppose, to get it by some siich indaas i» ^tii^ 
curred to you for getting rM of tot^ wii^tf yott' 
conjectured, and rightly oohjectured, tUatT I 
was in your closet, beside your ooiiiisellor^ telj 
night ?^ » - 

Frank started back, and glared onkisrmbki) 

** You know the worst then r well,*^ it» wilb 
warn you to fear the worst :— your key. Sir, 
your key !" 

As he spoke, in a hissing whisper^ his hand 
grasped Mr. Long's throat* Horror, acting 
upon excessive nervousness, instantly deprived 
the feeble old gentleman of all «ense. ' When 



he recovered from< bis swoo^, it was in conse- 
quence of the hreftkittg^ open of his library door, 
and the quick entry of the Feelers there sta- 
tioned ; who, after a constdeEaUe lapse of time, 
became impatient and suspieiouSf as they 
knocked without getting any answer, and Ust» 
ened without hearing voiees. They foiuid Mr. 
luoag alone in- the apartioent, lying on the 
floor, and his. neck sliowing marks of some 
idMetee. The ^^losetNdow was open ; so was the 
window*. KursKUt was raised after the fugitivef 
which continued several days, but he was n^er 
diaoovered or appreheoded by them. Mr. 
N&vki tad Mr. Long stood clear <^ all <safipi^ 
okm af having aided his escape. 
.' When Peggy Nowlan was conveyed^ sense* 
liBsa, to beriSftther's house,a pretaatiu^e labour 
came on; she gave birth to an infant which 
dkd^abnast instantly, and, for many weeks^ the 
ifciolheir^s life was despaidred of. 
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CHAPTER VIIJ. 

Bov Boaivons irsar davft ; sdcL vhoea they do; 
tke pertoti9 tiiey ^va xttosl keenlji aMote^ ei£. 
gage, aoocMPding to die law oi their natture, ih 
dw uiual dotiea of their sitafttiQii. After aoiiie 
moolAifly Anty Nowlam vetumed to her nuonea^ 
aehool, lasring Peggy quite re-estaldished id 
he^th^ and nmoh cheered by the ponsiaiEt 
visits of the dry bumorist, FnapSha&aghan, axid. 
of his yoai^gy handsome, and ing^uous friend, 
David. Shearman, It was suspeoted indeed,, 
that, half-^recoUeeting the ear^ childish iati- 
matj to which we ha^e hea^ the friar aUude, 
and charmed with PeggyV suffl^riagS; virtue,, 
and (we must not forget) beauty too^ David 
felt a peculiar attraction in his visits ; while 
some went so far as to whisper, that if Peggy 
Nowlan thought herself disengaged from her 
solemn nuptial vows to a bad husband, she 
would experience little ill-humour at hearing 



hhn explain ^at tliat peculiar attraction tneatit. 
But, in her preseiA; shuirtion, a widow indeed, 
yet a wife too, Peggy never giave the slightest 
proof of such a sentiment ; and David was, on 
his part, correspondingly cautious and delicate. 
About a year after' Fi!ailk'9' 4^ght, the^ a|K 
peared, however, good cause to leave her -bostom 
free,, if, indeed, Peggy had any hidden secret 
Uf intimate. Mr. Long, still and more than 
^yer .an invalid, often called to see her; and 
looking 19, as usual, one evening, he asked, 
i^tb : pouch solemnity of manner, a privafee ifii- 
teryiew with Peggy. When they were ttkiie, 
^ {took out a letter with a black seal, ■aiidj 
vrarniiikg her to prepare for a shock, put it into 
h^ brands. She read the following :-^ 

« To Charles Long, Esq. 
/^ My race is ended, and I am at least bound 
to w;arn you that it is. An intimation 'of ^oaiy 
l^ipg alive> and Ukely^ in any situation, to xxm^ 
tmue to live, oould not interest, and mig^t 
distuaib you; but the announcement of mf 
ipoming death, invited by mysdtf, will give jM 
rdiief. My exit trbm this world will be dte» 
gi:aeeful ; but the disgrace cannot extend be^ 
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yond floy own p^nKm ; it irill not teaeh even 
my name, wbicb, since I parted you, has 
been carefully concealed. So, yois have but 
to keep your own secret, and no one will ever 
reproach you on my account. Show this letter 
to Peggy Nowlani and, when she reads it, tell 
her it is all that shall remain of 

" Your accursed nephew, 

** Frakk;** 

The letter was dated from London, but from 
no particular place in London. 

Peggy felt indeed shocked, but horror more 
than grief overpowered her. She wept too; 
but it was in sorrow for the dark death of a 
bad man, ^vbo had injured her and lost his 
own soul, rather than the tribute of afiPection to 
a departed friend. Her solemn assertions, that 
she had never loved the person whom extra- 
ordinary circumstances compelled her to accepl 
as a husband, have been recorded, and they 
will be taken as the perfect truth, for indeed 
they were so. Hence, she could experience 
none of the violent grief that comes from our 
first thought of being left desolate, irrepeeraft^iy 
desolate^ by the loss of a sharer of ourheai^i 
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ff^ling^ attiribu^ to b^r, did Peggy contimie 
to.?v^eep, or i^emwn i9S0usible to the nattiral 
isoUef bfoug^t to her ib the melaacboly letter 
difi bad reiMl* We* wish h^ to appear above 
a$G»ctatioB of any kind; and it was impoBsi'- 
ble for her hearty yet young, and not wholly 
forsaken by soh^ of the hopes of youth, to 
acknowledge as a cause of lengthened regret, 
the death of a man whose life was at once her 
9batdl^eiMcl'her bondage; and who, by a right, 
that he was not even generous enough to ad^ 
mii to her advantnge, doomed her to all the 
miaene» el a.}oneIy and unenjoyed existence, 
r In a little time she was composed enough 
lO'hifit to Mr. Long her anxiety for an explana- 
tiouj. according to his judgment, of the letter; 
♦, *^ Wrhilt)" she asked, " could be meant by * a 
d^h invited by himself?'" and her kind uncle* 
i^l^\(f, .whoi, by the way, often requested her 
to. address him as a relative, answered, that he 
ffu^ not quite certain on that afflicting point. 
Tb^ expression might allude to the. wretched 
Frank'^s death by his own hand ; (Peggy, who 
ba4i not thought, of this, shuddered) or to 
1^ death decreed by the laws of his country. 



and brought on by his o^m acts, Bltb^r %a6 
a horrible suppogitioo^ and both Mr. Long atid 
Peggy showed, by their silence and their sup^ 
pressed groans, that they felk it was. But Mr. 
Long at length added his presuinp'tion, that 
die second case supposed was the tnore likely ; 
and he produced to Peggy a London news*- 
paper, containing repcorts of the trial and ex«- 
ecution for forgery of a young man, who, on 
account of the colncidetice of dates, and the 
minute description of bis age, manner, and ixm^ 
jectured nmk, the mtseraUe uncle had Uttfe 
doubt would, notwithstanding a different namie, 
turn out, upon enquiry, to be hid h^hew. 

Mr. Long proposed to make enquiries, then ? 
Peggy again asked ; and he told her that, in a 
strictly private and cautious way, such w^s hti 
intention. Indeed, a proof of the terrible 
event, apart from Prank^s own ass^tionft in 
the letter, became indispensable, in order €o 
arrive at certainty; and certidnty it Was his 
duty, for many reasons, to attain. For P&ggyV 
own toke, he deemed himself bound to tnakie U 
secret investigation ; and accordingly he would^ 
that day, write to an did and eiMeemed frtead 
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in London, every way qualified to take his in- 
atructions, and attain his object. 

He left the house, after cautioniug her not 
yet to communicate the matter to her family ; 
parting from Peggy with a kindness and re- 
spect that, since the discoveries and explana- 
tions at his house, had marked his manner 
towards her. 

The increased seriousness which attended 
Peggy^s silence before her friends, was seen 
by all; and her mother, friar Shanaghan, 
and David Shearman, questioned her about it, 
but got no answer, except that she could not 
yet inform them of the cause. Meantime, she 
awaited with natural anxiety the answer from 
Mr. Long^s London friend ; not that she had 
any of the slight doubts started by her amiable 
adviser ; for,, to Peggy^s mind, the letter did 
not admit of a question, and was decisive on 
the main point ; but, in very truth, she wished 
to watch the effect of the news on one certain 
person. 

In about three weeks, Mr. Long submitted 
to her his friend's answer. It left no uncer- 
tainty on his mind. Although FraDk*s real 
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mime, as his shookkig letter premised, remained 
iiiidden from every one in London, still the ac- 
counts iuppUed fay the Loadim officers of Ike 
mdividual executed immedimtely aflber the jd«te 
o£ the letter, coofirmed the preaumptioos of:tbe 
■nenrspap^r report, and seemed to propose dQ^9- 
right certainty by adding, that this person^wa^a 
nativeof Ireland, educated in an Bnglish aolleiie, 
and once heir to a considerable Irish propert(y. 
So Mr« Long now l^t Frank's letter in JP^- 
gy's hands, togedier with that of his correspi^n- 
dent,' and empowered her to break the news to 
her family, agreeing with her, however, thM, 
outside her leimily, Frank's death should mer^- 
iy be stated as an authenticated fact ; the hide- 
ous manner of it entirely suppressed. 

As she accompanied her good friend to the 
door, another good friend entered^ Friar $h^ 
naghan, Peggy was glad to. see him at .this 
juncture. - In a few moments, with the old is^n 
one of her council, she laid her documents bi^ 
fore her father and mother. Little was saidciLt 
any side; but all seemed as>-much pleased ^ 
shocked at the sudden announcement. IS^s. 
Nowlan could not, indeed, repress some h^s}i 
intimations of her thanks to Heaven for ^be 



iDSRsatioEi of -bcr c^Hdi; nld Danittl NoKrifta mspt, 
-a&d.tcxdc Peg^ ui his.anns) dse.FHaov like 
Mau^henon's ghost^. ^^ faamixied a^pprly tnnir/' 
^hM «dll t^d^ ho«aever, ,ti» those who knew him, 
itoi^e tMmfent -dim dissatisfdctiou ; imdljita, 
ficiddienly reoioUedting that he had to call .at 
"ii^i^ibour Shearman's that evening, he' uiidid 
the- girey's bridle- fr6m the hasp of the door, 
nJkfwXy deposited' himself between^ his • wallets 
to her back, and she, as skiwly^ wended wiBi 
hifil out of sight Peggy thought riie cou)d 
l^ve^s the Friar's business at neagbbour Shear- 
inan's, and she held down her head to hide the 
altei^kte blushes and paleness that the guess, 
its associations, its doubts, hopes,'aiid fears, sent 
from her heart to her cheeks. 
' " David will come to-morrow morning, if he 
eomes at all," thought Peggy, as she laid her 
It^ad on her pillow, a little disappointed that he 
had. not come that evening. But David did 
not come the next morning ; nor the next ; nor 
-the next : in fact, a week wore away without a 
visit from him. Peggy wept plentifully in her 
dhsmiber, but also rallied her heart into spirit, 
and framed some high resolutions. " He is 
shy to ask the love of one like me, one that was 
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ruined atid shahied by a lost creKtare^'* "Gfae 
said ; and this fint view it w«s tkat drowned hot 
in tears ;*^** but kt him ;" and the tears were 
now hastily dried up : ''if David Sheanoao 
takes that part, Peggy Nowkn thinks * faadi 
more bek>w her^ than she is' below him ; my 
misfortmie is not my faidt ; and I was not bid 
nor sinful, nor, witii my free will, even tfaa^ 
poor sinner's lawful wife. God pities me, bat 
does not blame me ; and all good men the 
same: my heart tells me that: so let hinii 
aroon ; he '11 nev^ know I wanted -othet 
thoughts from him at any rate." • 

It was early in the mOTning, after the lap^ 
of a week sonce David'is last visit, that Pegg;f 
held this little soliloquy in her chamber; and 
she had scarce concluded, when David Sfaeap- 
man rode hastily into the yard, leaped from hft 
horse, ^d with a flushed cheek, and a btisk 
step, entered the kitchen. She heard him frotai 
her room bid the old people good-morrow ; 
' and then the voices of all sank into a low^eonfi- 
"dential tone, and so continued fear s6ime tilse. 
Peggy's views of things began to change ; and 
when, with a goodo-humour that for ye^irs 
had been a stranger to the old woman's ibbe'iiAd 



msnner, her mother entered hfur chamber to my 
that Dayy was outside, and was asking about 
her, after a week's absence from home on par^ 
ticular business, the indifferent way in which 
Peggy said, she would be in the kitchen by and 
by, belied the fluttering of her bosom, and, we 
fear, did not ensure to Miss Nowlan the flaw* 
less sincerity we have just been over-zealous to 
invest her with. 

When she slowly came into the kitchen, with 
her ' *^ shining morning lace/' (not unattended 
to, by the way, during the time she had kept 
David waiting,) and a bunch of flax in her l^and, 
she found it occupied by David alone. This 
^scomposed, a little, the studied serenity of her 
manner ; but her greeting of him was still a« 
quiet as it was mild ; and Peggy proceeded 
with much care and composure to attach the 
head of flax to her wheel, seat herself,, pass the 
thread through the flyer, and, finally, begin to 
spa very hard. 

David was not, by nature, a forwiqrd lad 

upon any occasion: upon the present one, he 

. w^s shy and embarrassed. He asked her many 

e questions about her occupation ; such as *' did the 

. thread often break ? wasn't it vcjry hard to keep 



22^ me kdW1a1i«.' 

iC ihvfkys of ft threknessP and hdw i* the vm^ 
dSfd she' uaBage to Iceep the wheel going rduflft- 
whhotit tiritig her foot ?'* and to these curioUar 
enquiries Peggy gave q^iet, itotdllgible aiiawt^; 
lUrcohipanied by q^iet, peacMnaldng, yet'ctfa^ 
ti6u^ smiles; tintSl^ ' at length* Daftid abruf)t)y. 
br^e the reAl matter in hand. ' "^ 

^PatherShanaghari had been tolking tohini,- 
he said, last night, late, just afteor he catne 
htnhe, arid told -Ynvlk all about the two letters 
Mh liong recehred from London ; {Peggy reSk 
deiked d,nd ^un harder ^) and she knew^w^l;.'' 
David continued, *^how he felt on the subjectL 
To make a long 'stbry ^bort, it left them both 
free/ and allowed hhn, without off^^nce, to'ksk 
h^r^ — **' ' ^.-.T 

' DAvid was interrupted by a pbenom^ioii^' of 
which he had just been conjecturing the ptoba^ 
bliity, that is to sky, the snapping^ oF Peggy's 
thread on the flyer; and (but we fear it ^i^ 
rather an old phrase) the eamultaneous snapphig 
of the thread of his argumejit was the ineid^jU 
bit borisequence. Both remained silent ^ vMui 
she had repaired the actident ; and then Peggy 
spdti i)n both threads together. H 

* *^rm fto' child to mistake whattyoumeati. 



Siftidd, «end no flirt to pi:etep4 ,!» 4p- ^ . 9>4»/|fp5. 
tbe ]^e6enty we.oo^ sny little more qajtUeih^^ 
q£ . it* You . ii|«ke . me b^ppy., I yfont deipi^.>. 
bfq>pier than I tlu^ugbt I. ever could Ije." Teai:? 
rwitd^wn her cbeekaa;^ h|?r,bead rem^ip^ iH^pt, 
cyter her spinning. , .^^ Yet hear what I bav^ to 
say: first and fprcamstr there 's your iatbi^^ 
hel» lieher than my fathery aod^ ]Rfe*h^ajr5,l%her 
in. bis notions too/' ^ . 

- *^Dear Peggy^," int^r^rupted .Da^4 '*5(k* 
SInnaghan and I bave already sppk^n to {hi^/ 
and /the knowledge that Mr. Loi^ intenda.^p 
leave youa handsome fortune, Feggy^ entire^ 
Deooncilea my father tq our comings toget^fir/', > 
X Peggy, at last stopped bi^r whirring ;^he^l^ 
and looking straight in David's faoe> aske^^ 
f^Wbyythen, what's, that you. say,.. Dfvy 
JSbearman?" 

V ^ Her -admirer e9|)lained that Friar Sbaoaghan^ 
io. whom Mr, Long bad communicated his iiy 
^tention^ waa his. authority fpr wJiat he %tat^. 
JPeg^> after listening attentively, bur^.o|^^ 
liMo hearty te^Si only interrupted hy.gr^tefu^ 
fn^yisrs for her bene&otor. 

^^ But, though. that's a greal^ bles|iii^g,.D^v^d[, 
paf ticulady.^hen wedidn!t e^Tpf^t it/'.3ke.re- 



Mmed Bifer a pauae^ ^ ^iU I have somelbiii^ 
la ULjw So, hear me oati wkhoat stoppiag me 
again, I bid you. No matter what you^ aod 
Mr. Long, and Father Shanagfaan, and till 
other good people think, there will be mm^ ctf 
the ne%hbour£^ saying that my unfortiMifiAe^ 
marriage with that poor man is a stain on 9ie# 
andtJOdu^t be a ^taia on ymi, David, and may 
be on whoever is to come after U8-«*let vHegftt 
cm,: I bid you again: and though 3rou thi^k 

very diffii^i^Btly now, you may no, I will 

nut: say yOucan ever entirely change your miadi 
butisome ibingis that neither of us foresee majr 
help to bias it ; or your £EU:her, or some of youy 
faimly, may take second thoughts. Now, Dayy^ 
ril not run such a chance: no earthly creatore 
must have it to say that I took any one short ;• 
it is my duty to myself to leave no danger ]», 
the way of being called a designer^ or a shamor 
to the people I'm to go among, or beboldiog^ 
to their pity, or their gaod-nature^ or anything 
else jtbey may feel for me, at the present ti9i^.|^ 
for notice and -love. It shall never be said tJ^t 
Pe^gy Nowlan was under a favaur.. for tlie. 
ga^ >wiH of her husband, or her h^sba^d'a/ 
ian^}j:xand the long ^nd the short i^,tbi^j,> 



'Pl^E ^OI^LAKS. M6 



J^pf^^let 016 an Uke thfte to ccmsider iriA 
ooir^ie^s ; and if your' liking oan keep a» k it 
for- tw0 yeal»fr-— ^'* 



«c 



Two years f" intemipted Daivid $ oiid 
tbeMfupcn he proceeded to urg^ ail the argix^ 
nimtS' and expostidiitiona usual in sudi^ cases ; 
bttl Peggy remained firm. 
C ^>'It is not a thought of the moment, Dayy'; 
aieyd you 11 find me fixed in it.^ Besides, no 
niAiter what kind of a mam he was that 's^ now 
^ne to his long accouat, he wa6 my Husband^ 
aikt' though the world khows' I never loved not 
I3led him, it 'ill be only decent and proper, 
aad' expected from me, not • to ilhake a new 
aKgs^ment for some time to come. And there's 
atier^r reason ; and without oflfenoe, or a ccdd 
hettrt to you, the strongest, maybe; at all 
etents, God sees if piight to be the strongest. 

My poor brother John'' Peggy melted 

a^in^ and the re;it <!^ her speech went on in tears 
--4^* Tale or tidings we have never heard of him 
si^ee the black day he left his lodgings in Dublin; 
thisfring to get a letter from him, day after day, ' 
wii made no enqniries since, or nothing Hke what 
we iMi^ to make ; so that whether he 's in Ite^ 
la^,' €ft gtmt abroad, or on tiie earth, or eoidd 

l6 



# 



under tlM^earth^ or stretched in the bottom o' the 
'tea} inonft of us can tell^ nor any body for ua* And 
all' this I h«T0 long been thinking about^ for I 
thiiik a/good deal^ Davy. Be&xte^ ydu spoke^ it 
ma-'in my mind to ask a friend to go with me* 
tOfDubUn^ and 1st us do our best in tunning 
hino) out, or ' knowing his fiite> and the fate of 
the poor yfinSmg lady that went along with>fadin: 
rand teow!>I teU you, plamp' and honestly^iif 
there was no other reason for you and me tak- 
ing Qujf time,. 1 41 never hear of changing my 
condition until the poor priest John b foittd 
to 'be Uving or dead ; or until two years, at. the 
least, are past and gone without: tidings of him ; 
and more, Davy, I hope and expect, that who- 
ever has my good (pinion at heart will do their 
endeavours to get us satisfaction in* this matter, 
if it is to be got, or leave no stone unturned to 
grt H, any how.'' 

Again David pleaded eloquently , but itivain. 
It will be perceived that Peggy kept rather > a 
high, hand with him ; and, indeed, no ladii^-k^e 
ofbne of the giant-fighters of old, everiinHBsted 
on'theprdbation and service of heD ddioulons 
ki^ht with more sedate- petrtinadty^ tl)im '$d 
'■ 'she (on>the» terms noW' proposed, to rDayidiiShear- 






ukam Sdeiiig her really in eaivdst^ tbt* ymmg 
^mtn made a virtuei^of a necessity^, and offerad 
Jihnself, in her'|dau:^ to acooiiKpaiiy)to DuUin 
the^frieDd^to whom Bhe had: alluded. Mr* JSidv 
joedy, theclergymoD, waift the individual meant : 
Pe^y and he had before spokea together ; land 
-so, after such signing and sealii^ of the conpaot, 
sdf long under discussion, asgenattllyendsfsinii- 
'lar' compacts, David Shearman wtot off that 
maoment to seek Mr. Kennedy. 

in a few weeks both set out lor DubliB, and, 
after a loi^ stay, returned with but vague tid- 
ings. The result of all the enquiries they were 
able with much planning and difficulty to make, 
was, that in all probability, a John Nowlan, 
'wiiose name appeared entered as a passenger t^ 
Newfoundland, about the time in question, 
nt^t prove to be their John Nowlan. Having 
taken care to obtain the name of the ship -in 
which be sailed, together with the names of the 
captain and owners^, Mr; Kennedy proposed to 
» Beggy^ on his coming home, to write, conjointly 
with him, to the proper official persons in New- 
foundland, enclosing letters for the exile, and 
giving all the necessary details and referencses ; 
land'acoQvdingly despatches > w««f orwarded,aBd 
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Jftggy auraiteds in patient anxiety, the expMed 
answers. Noois came to haad. Six xnonths ; a 
yem* ; more than a year elapsed without a Une^ 
a word to relief^ her suspense ; and the conoliiv- 
sion of David^s jprobation drew very near, when, 
by other means, some news seemed to transpire 
of tke^ fate of h^ unfortunate brother. 

Anty, her school accomplishments supp^med 
to be completed, came home at this period^ now 
grown, since last we saw h^, into a pretty aiid 
interesting girl of seventeen. Upon the even- 
ing of her arrital, both sisters walked out in 
the ^by-road before their father^s docn:, to . give 
and impart the minute and delightful oonfideaee 
that a separation of some years keeps in store iar 
^ iinal meeting between fHends. As they talk^ 
<GVer all their little secrets and feelings, Peggy^s 
.engagements with David Shearman and their 
•brother^s unknown fate forming the pcaDoipfed 
theme, three or four weather-beaten men, dressed 
in the rags of sailors^ jackets and tnowselv, 
passed the stile on their way to a wretdbed rKtW 
'l»gei and stepped and asked for chariti|ble> asi- 
-siatanoe* Their ship had bttOL wrecked^ tiuiy 
•BBidy^^^uring her voyage from Newfoundlaid^itp 
iDttbl]p,«!p<in[ the northern oosat of'&rry,imA^ 



THB KOWLAKS. iSW 

iriiile some of their hands Walked for otfaer^nte 
of the kragdotn, they were on their way to the 
metropolis, hoping to get a re-engagemeot. The 
two girls pressed each other^s armis, which weve 
closely interwoven, at the mention of Newfound;- 
land, and, iil much agitation and some fri^t, 
gave the poor men a little money, who immedi- 
<atdy left the stile, and jH-oceeded towards the 
group of dirty cabins called a viUaga Peggy 
bad it on the tip of her tongue to ask a certain 
question, in reference to a certain name, bat 
her heart failed her. She was taken by surprise 
in the first place, and then the men looked so 
strange and hard*>featured, the night fell so fast, 
and her situation from the house, though at no 
^^at distance, was so lonely, that, particularly 
^th' her young sister to take care of, she could 
not brfadg heradif to encourage their stay. She was 
ithsrefere about to torn and walk home, when 
iaMther ragged saibr, or else one of the former 
who bad come back, limped wearily to the stile; 
dnd 'leaning his chin on his hands, and his elbows 
OB it^ gazed wistfully towards the house. Again 
Ithe' sisteirs pressed each other^s hands, step- 
'piiig > fhrther fr5m the stranger, but'keepii^ 
jifatir. eyiSB^ 6b html A long and deep n^ 
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MAchdd <iieifr ean ;* their: heartB' flutteimiy and 
they looked loore earnestly. But tha^ worn 
-imd rigidly:4narkedfaee^ shaded by long slveam- 
ilkg' hair, aedi but Taguely shown m t^^ in- 
creasing twilight, gave no certainty, thougk it 
I aroused wild and poignant anticipation. The sea- 
buffeted man once more sighed loudly, and began 
to move ; and darting from their hitherto secret 
place of observation, they ran, with the paitfc 
fif lonely womfefn upon them, to the shelter of 
their father's roof. That night, lying down ride 
by «ide in the same bed, they did not sleep ; 
tJieir conjectures and their hopes were too lively, 
or they blamed theiiiselves for their sudden and 
unaccountable fright ; or, in every flutter of the 
door to the light night-breeze, rose up on their 
elbows to listen for the timid knock of a fallen 
and repentant brother, craving, after years of 
exile, trial, and penance, merciful admittance 
into the paternal house. They were wholly dis- 
appointed, however, in all their little romantic 
expectations ; — even the morning showed them 
no tired and sorrowful man, such as they bad 
seen last night, walking up to the threshold ; 
they went to the village and learned that Ae 
^oor sailors had rested but a few hows, i^ttd 



Athen one and all pursued their w^ary way ; and 
whetbrar their brother really appeared before 
tbem^ or that some wave-tossed wretch, in Jbis 
momentary transit by their peaceful-lookxng 
'hciiise, had 

" Lean'd o'er its humble gate and thought the while. 
Oh that for me some home like this would smile !" 

.Between these two c^ses the innocent girls 

:reqaained in painful doubts and q)ent mimy 
conjectures. 

But another incident soon made them dwell 
most on their first supposition. Their uncle, 
Murrough Nowlan, had been to Dublin iii the 
caravan » no one could tell why, not even him- 
self; about a week after the little adventure 
noted, he returned* and stopped to sleep at his 
brother DaniePs ; and at a late period of the 
night came out, from time to time, and between 
fiftated sups of his punch, with a strange story. 
As he was about to walk, he said, from the 

..place he slept in Dublin, to the place where the 
caravan was to set out for the country, he 
vanted some one or other to carry a trunk for 
him, while he carried his valise himself. Look- 

f)if^ abpu(| so early in the morning, he could see 
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DO otxe ht all likely to do the job, when a khid' 
of worn-down sailor passed him, and begged a 
penny for Crod^s sake. Murrough agreed to 
give the ahns for God^s sake, provided the sup- 

m 

plicant could manage the trunk ; and no sooner 
said than done ; they walked off to the caravan;' 
side by side, both laden ; the luggage Was 
stowed ; Murrough in the van, along with ele^ 
yen fellow passengers ; the penny was bestow- 
ed' (m the temporary porter ; and as the driver's 
whip cracked, and just as the cuiipus machine 
b^an to lumber off — ** The blessing o' poor ' 
John Nowlan be with you !^ said the mendicant 
sailor. 

Well ? every body asked : Well, answered 
Murrough, that was all he knew about it- — ' 
What ! did he not stop and get out, and speak 
to his supposed nephew ? Yes; he did ask the 
driver to stop, and he wouldn't— Then, $n 
titith, he did not get out? No; hoWcoold 
he ?— Was he even sure of the person who 6all- * 
ed himself John Nowlan? He must at btiief&^ 
have recollected his face? He never saw: it t ' 
he happened to be looking on the gi^und (no- 
great accident nother) when^ the pck)F fisiUdw^ 
stopped ;' while tliey made tbcir l^r^asn^ t^wiv-'^ * 



tpp^^ b^aaw DO ma^e pf him tibav th^ l^t^. 
ifjitte they walked to the carawn be aevec oscii 
tbpifgbt of minding him ; while he got in, his 
behind was turned to him ; and when the word« 
y^fe ^HJken» be was hid from the speaker, who . 
Btppd at the side of the vehicle. 
;, I^ farther could Murrough go; but ev^ 
upood ^fais inf(mnati(»i Daniel Nowlax} resolved 
to. ^^arf; £or Dublin the next morning. Peg* 
^.pleaded hard to accompany her father^ 
hutr. he. mildly refused h^r request, and h^. 
n^her crossly lifted up her voice against 
i^ 9Qd A8 David Shearman happened to 
be in another part of the kingdom, and was 
npt .e;^pected home for some time, Peggy, 
with )Ei sad. and ominous heart, saw the old man 
s^omt akttie on his long jpurney, in the mid<^ 
dlefof ahard winter. 

^n .El week at least, Daniel Nowlan was to 
cqitHithome^ or write home to his family; but 
thfi. wedk. passed and they had not seen nor 
h49<wd from him ; and while the anxiety of the 
tWQfgMs becajme dxcesave, &eir poor mpther^/ 
long shaken with the sickneas of the heairt, a^id, 
a»^l^y. bafori9 intimated, half blind with in* 
cesamsfl} yum^ng^, tla^. i|i> het bed, a vici^o) to^. 
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pei^viebiuBM, real distemper, and^alaiaBt .da- 
*$ptar, at the new miaery of the long and imes- 
plained ahaence of her husband. Another 
week woie away in .temble sutpeoee* aad the 
third was coming to a dose, when David Sbedir- 
manV father rode oi^er to inforai.Peggy) tbatta 
' slight aoqtiaintanoe of bis, who stopped a mght 
at his house, on his way from the metropolis lio 
. ^remote eounty, bcougfat the. sad inteUi^nce 
ol Daniel ^Nowlan having been left by. him ill 
of typhus &ver^ a week ago, at the old Bmaen 
Head Inn, in Dublin. It. was night "when 
Peggy heard this; she did not take a momcat 
to consider, but immediately proceeded, assist- 
ed by her weeping sister, to pack upr a ffiw 
things, and after twelve o'clock she bade that 
sister adieu, at the stUe on the DubUn irond 
before spoken of, where a night coadiv fi>r 
which they had some time been watching^ sftop- 
ped at their hail, and afforded Feg;^ a asat, 
but, owing to previous occupation, only anl matt- 
side one. ( r.i. 

But for the illness, of their mother, j^Wnty 

wOold not have been prevented from beltnng' her 

sister company on the first long and uiqiibtebt- 

. 1^ jounooey she had «ver taken ; and it 'im^ with 



angt^h. and impatxence she now saw hersdf 
eompelled to rcinain almost alone in tbieir 
deserted bouse, attending the sick piQowof 

^ne parent, wlnle another was dying, perhaps 
dead; and waitings from day to day, the 

':attiVal from Dublin of tidings that oonceinied 
alike the fitte of a brother, a father, and a 
^idearly-Ioved sister. 

Her only companion was the household maid 
of all-work, Cauth Flannigan; but fram the 
ioast of this girl^s mind, good-natured as she 
anight be, Anty could derive Ihtle relief; and, 

J in fact, the poor wench -s best consolation wais 
lier pitying Imd respectful silence^ or her. tears. 

'But Anty did not loi^ experiemee the sameness 
lof grief she had anticipated; for, just as* it 

' had set in, it became bvok^n up into a startliBg 
interest. 

r Upon the evening after Peggy's departure, 
she walked out to see Cauth a little way on her 
jpatk to milk the cows: and when, with a slow 
and heavy step, Anty re-crossed the threshold 

/hitib the kitchen, a tired soldier was sitting, in 

lithe twilight^ upon a low stool in the middle^of 
(tbd^flooTi •• 

:'' AisartalB^.Jialf iuppsessed^ only hecaitsedie 
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badf presence; of mind to xeocdkct her siok 
mother^ escaped Anty, and Ab stepped huk-m 
much alarm. 

'^You do not know me^ Antj,^ said the 
soldier, in a low aaad mdaocholy tone. 

^^ I do not indeed, Sir,*^ answered the timid 

^^And yet,^ he resumed, '^though I have 
not seen you these seven years, I know my 
second sister, Anty Nowlan.^ 

Again she could scarce keep in a wild shrieb. 

^^ John r after a momenf s pause, stepping 
into the kitchen. 

"Your unfortunate brother John, Anty 5^ 
he held out his arms, and she fell on his 
neck. 

" I hare been some time hiding in the neigfa^ 
bouthood,'' he continued, " but, day after disty, 
could not take heart to face my jBetther and my 
sister Peggy : at last, I even walked a ffod 
distance out of the neighbourhood^^ t6 gtt ta 
firiend to come here beforehand for me^ untU 
1 heard they were both gone to Dublin^ to look 
after me, I believe, and no one at home >b«it 
you, Anty^ and our poor mother^ confined to 
her bed; then I thought I w^Hilditry a£ yoiir 
heart, .Anty^ the yous^si itndy as I. aiwaj^s 



I, thtf tenderast of the fankilyy ivmild: ibrat 
open to gi^e me a forgvFeiiesB; a crost, a eiip «f 
water, and a night^i lodging.*' 

Tern started to his eyes during this address, 
and Anty aha wept as she asked^ 

.. ^f Jdio, John^ could you doubt my heart, or 
one of our hearts ? — Oh, we prayed, morning, 
B«xMi and nighi^ to see y^u restored to ua.^ 

> .^^ Then you^ ^at least, forgive me^ Anty ?^ 

^' Can you ask the question, John ? you haiv« 
suffered aa much as you have sinBed*--<oh, how 
ilfiuch suffered! and your Ood forgii^^e you, 
because you are punished and a-pemtent ; and 
why should not your sister P^ 
. ^^ That 's cold enough, Anty ; I ventured to 
hope that, without a clause of any kind, without 
oaiediifling me at all^ without stopping to ask 
whether or no I was sorry ior the part I took, 
^cithankfbl or no to diose that drove me from 
favme, friends, and country* for one youthfid. 
jem&^I hoped that without a word or thought 
k>f = aU this, my gentie sister Anty, at leart, 
^MNiki give a sister^s welcome to her unfortunate 
isvotlwv.^^' ' 

< * ^ Arid I do, dear Johft, I do— my h^artls 
test ^eomi, for nothing but joy to see you r^ 
^^b^'igaki threHitrrher axiae rpimdf his neck. '>^ •' 
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*' Theiiy that's like the gepide Anty I altrays 
believed you to be ; thanks, dew, dear sister !^ 
He returned her soft emlMraee, in a wajr that, 
to the sensitive convent girl, was, from a brother, 
strange. She fidtsome astenishment, disenga- 
ged herself from him, took a nearseat.and prp*^ 
ceeded to remark :**- 

^^ You say you have been long in the neigh- 
bourhood, John; did you come first in that 
dress ?^ 

** Yes ; in no other ; .for no other have I : I 
am on furlough from my regiment, just returned- 
to Irdand out of die Indies." 

^^ You are a soldier, then, not a sailor P*^ -z 
*^ I have never been a sailor.** 
*^ Then how much we are all mistaken : woird 
came to us, from more than one quarter, that 
you went, three years ago, as a sailor, to New*- 
foundland, and had lately come back, to Dublin, 
after being wrecked on the. coast: indeed, we 
half believed you had passed our door, some 
time ago, in a sailor^s dress.^^ 

"I know all that, Anty, and I know that, 
in the notion of finding me as a wrecked sailor, 
in Dublin, my father left home, near a fort- 
night ago.^* 



• ^f AncLif/yoa knew it, Jdm, why did jxxi let 
the old mam go.oniudb a jouniey,TQr>iiotiii]igP'^ 
'^.I did not know;it.till after he had gone, 
Anty/'- 

.'^^But, surely, you could then have set. ur 
right, and then we could have set him right, if 
you even sent us a message after he went ; and 
he: would now be at home with . us, and poor 
Pc^gy, too ; instead of his being sicklof thefmr 
in Dublin ?" 

} ^^ I was as much afraid of letting Peggy know 
I was in the country, as of. letting my father 
know ; indeed more ; for her notions of mhai 's 
good, and right, and all that, were so rigid, I 
feared she would never see my face ; but if my 
pOcur father is ill on my account, I ^m very sorry, 
Anty ; very sorry, indeed ; thrf I couldnH have 
intended it, you see/' 

. Anty paused, a little dissatisfied, though she 
knew not why ; and, as if noticing this» he. con- 
tinued: 

^^ But I see it 's the cold .face is to be shown 
to me^ after all you say, Anty/' 

. ^^ Did you go into the regiment in your own 
name?" she asked, half expressing a sudden 
thought. 



'^ Was I a 'fiwl, diild, to do an^ such thing ? 
When,my name was blackened by the world, and 
by them that caHed diemsdves my friends firat 
of ally do you think I had no reason or wish tb 
hidtf it ? What was left to me, but to hide it and 
aiy disgraced head in any far quarter of the 
globe thai: wovdd open to me ? and how could 
yon think that the John Nowlan who gave his 
aame, at fuH length, for Newfoundland, was tb^ 
hunted wretch that only wanted to baffle his 
penecutors for- ever P as if, indeed, there itas 
only one John Nowlan in the world.'* 

^ What has become of the poor youn^ kuly, 
John ?^ enquired Anty , after another pause. 

^ Letty is dead.^ 

^^God rest her soui m peace!** ejaculated 
Anty, pioudy crossing herself, and lopking up. 

< 

^^ She was a Protestant, you know, and you, a 
good Catholic, must not pray for her,^ he said', 
in a scofing smile and accent ; '^only I like to 
see you do or say any thing, Anty, that makes 
you kx^ so "very handsome, child.^ 

" Fie, fie, John," answered Anty, not no- 
ticing the hand he had stretched out to her; *^ to 
talk in such a light way of her, and to me, in 
the present circumstances, and after all that has 
happened.*' 
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Ay, ay, rebuke and scold ikiei Anity^ and 
m^ke that the return you jmnxuaed; mthiilg 
shaU ever make me think the leeaof you, or 
klve you with less of the heart than I now db, 
mid as I ever did; indeed, Anty, the thought 
c^ getting your forgiveness and. k>ve, supposing 
fljl the rest to. cast me off, was the only thought 
that dieered my banishment and my despair. 
But hush ! there^s my poor mother's voice cryii^ 
out for you from the lower voom.9 — and I see 
^Cau^ Flannigan^ at a distance, coming home 
with the pail on her head. Dear Anty, for the 
present you must not tell I am in the house ; 
the sudden news might kill my poor mother ; 
and Cauth is a great ballirwr^ and would blab 
all i^ut me before the proper time ;^ so, I ^U' 
just step into my old bed-room here, until yo^ 
leave our mother for the night, and send 
€auth to her loft; and then, Anty, I expeet 
from your pretty hands a candle, and a little 
ri^eshment, of which I stand in need; and 
from your prettier lips, a little more conver* 
sation.*" 

. He ^.rpse, and with a jaded step passed into 
the little chamber often before alluded to, Anty 
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assenting readily to the arrangement : and after 
he had gone in, she heard him lock the door, and 
take the key out of the lock. 

She hurried to attend her mother, and, 
after receiving a peevish rebuke Tor her long 
absence, and administering some necessary ser- 
vices and comforts, came back to the kitch^i, 
sat on the low stool, and closely communed with 
herself. 

*' The poor sinner has^come at last ; but, the 
good God save us ! in what a mind and heart 
has he come .'—-There is no sorrow for his sin 
upon him ; not a bit ; he only seems hardened 
and careless, and enraged with those that did 
their duty by him, instead of kissing the rod of 
punishment. Oh ! I wish, I wish he had tried 
his fate in any way but among the soldiers !-— 
often have I heard how their company and ex- 
ample, and their wild bad wisiys, particularly in 
foreign parts, will corrupt the best, not to talk 
(^ a poor creature made to their hands, by his 
early troubles and passions, and ready for any 
mad course. They have quite case-hardened 
him, and quite changed him, every way. 'Tis 
seven years, to be sure, since I saw him before, 
and then I was a mere child, and he a young 
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boy, with blushes on his cheeks, and peace and 
lightness in his heart, and it 's hard to tell what 
changes years, and the hardships of foreign 
parts alone, may not bring on, without any 
other cause ; — ^yet, little as I recollect of what 
he was before I went to the convent, I'm 
sure he had not then such a bold manner, such 
a careless air, and such a frightful way of speak- 
ing. Can I bring John Nowlan's face before 
my mind at all, as it was at that time ?-*- 
No; I believe I cannot. Phelim^s is quite plain 
to my memory, because his early death fixed it 
in one shape ; but all I have heard of John — 
his terrible actions, his wild passions, his long 
sufferings, — all come between me and his young 
features ; every time I think of him in 
such and such circumstances, his face appears 
altered and strange ; he is pale, or he frowns, 
or he grinds his teeth ; and there ^s not a trace 
left of the boy-priest at nineteen, so mild, so 
smiling, and so handsome. Even the sound of 
his voice I forget, or else, as he spoke this even- 
ing, it is qiiite changed too Blessed Hea^ 

ven r interrupting the train of her reverie, as a 
doubt, before faintly felt, arose in her breast-^ 
^' what am I thinking of at all ? who else can 

m2 
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it be? why should any me else come here and 

say he-ifas John Noi^lan ? who else could know 

the house as be does» and HO. in it, and all about 

it? « This is mere weakness of me, mere folly ; 

I wiH forg^ it ; and; the voice he hisKi just now, 

is Hot entirely^ stvange to my ear, eithef ; 1 have 

lieard it befbr^, though my bad memdry i^ys 

it was not from John Nowlan, at nineteen. 'Tis 

'•aU gtfeat .weakness.' I must sthr myself, and 

^attend to the fottt wandere^^s ccMhfbrts. My 

•mother wiil HQft iSfUl t&v me again till towards 

the morning; and I will send Cauth to lied, 

and aoon bringbim ameal^s meat, and soinething 

to drink.'*' 

• Anty accfcJrdingly exerted herself; Cauth re- 
tired for tfce night; the rfefrfeshments were pre- 
pared by Anty, and with a timid knock ihe 
stood at the do6r of the little chamber. " ' 

^' God bless you, my beautiful child P he saiS, 
as he cautiously unlock^ the door ahd * let' Tier 
in ;r—^ God bless you for coming at last, to feed 
the hungry, and comfort the sdrrOWftil.*' " '^'^' 

With few words Anty laid down her' li^t, 
lier foody and her whisky, and sat to ^ him 
eat and drink. His soldiet^s cap Was now ta- 
k^otf) and the caiidle, shining full upon his 



face and forehead, showed features stiU fine and 
comntanding, though einacia^> aad reduced ^to 
.one pervading sallow hue. . 

, You 're thinking how much I'm altered, 
AntyJ' he resucaedi as he partook of the fbod.' 

^^ i am, indeed, John. I m a'most thinking 
there 's not a trace of what I. try to rememter 
,ypu were.'' * it*. ' J 

. .^^ Ah, dear Aoty,. the heart<hreak, $bA m^Oky 
years' toiling under a scorching sun, makes sad 
work of the boy, during bi$ gnowtb into the 
jqaan.'* 

. *^ Your hair, itself, was once a cUffeifent colour, 
I believe, John." 

, *^ That can be turned, too, Anty* I *ve seen 
a young man's hair change, not merely from 
one shade to another, like mine, but into the 
locks of old age, in one night ; into a head of 
hair as grey as our poor father's, whom Heaven 
risq.up in health and strength, I pray." 

»" Amen," said Anty : and, while both re- 
mained some short time* silent^ she had anotiler 
. reverie. 

,, ** Poor fellow, poor fellow! poor priest 
Jdbn I he has come home hungry to the fa- 
.ther's house. And what it is to ^i liiere and 



S46 THE N0WLAN8. 

look at the man he has come home, and to 
think of all that brought him to appear so ! 
Poor outcast ! his case has, indeed, been hard ; 
may be, too hard ; and may be it's not much 
wonder, after all, that he feels a little of 
the sullenness he does feel. God will soften 
his heart, and work a change in him ; and our 
kindness, too, with the help of God : and may 
be the day 's not far off when he can be btought 
back to his old nature entirely, and a'most as 
happy and as good in himself, and before the 
world, as ever he was. He is our brother, at 
any rate, and kindness and love are his due. I 
love him in the heart, and pity and compas- 
sionate him more than when he was away : 
though, from my cradle, we always loved one 
another. Poor priest John!" and her eyes 
swam in tears as she gazed on him. 

" Come, dear Anty," he resumed^ " drink a 
glass to my welcome home." 

" I seldom taste the liquor, dear John, but 
my heart can't refuse you." 

He filled her glass, and, with clasped hands, 
they drank to each other. 

** Ay," looking around him, *' there are all 
my old musty books, with their musty thrash 
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in 'em : and there hangs the .old watch I left 
behind me, in my hurry : now, however, it 
comes back to its owner;" and he stood up, 
took down the watch, and put it into his fob. 
Anty knew it was her father's watch, and had 
never been John's. His last words, and this 
action, startled her again. Shocked, and sit- 
ting silent, she found herself compelled to 
admit to her own mind that her brother had 
returned a profligate in more than one sense. 
His speech was blasphemous; his appropriat- 
ing the watch, dishonest. As she sat, without a 
word, heY soul sickened towards him : and she 
remained almost unconscious of his movements, 
until^ sitting close at her side, he passed an 
arm round her neck, and called on her to drink 
another bumper to their future love and hap- 
piness. Then she tried to draw back, as she 
answered— 

*' No, John, I have taken too much already ; 
and the heart can wish its wish without any 
help of the kind : keep down your arm, John ; 
it hurts my neck." 

'* Curse on it, then, for its rudeness to the 
handsomest neck in the world : and, there, Anty, 
it shall hurt you no longer, only don't you draw 
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jpiray entiiely: I drought you woaU drink tbe 
•toart I aSmdi but no matter; your heiait, 
yon 8By, goes vhh the ^vords, vand I bdieye 
you. Dear Anty, the more I look at you and 
bitin to you/' — drinking rapidly--**^ the more 
I m indhied toadi your heart t<^ joui mine.'in 
another wish.'' . < :. ^ 

« Whatisit, JcAn?" 

^ I 'fl tea you, ray little bea«ity"-.as with a 
kindled expresrion his eyes met hers*-*^' a mh. 
that, with your kind feelings towards itt$, ymi 
did not think of me as you .do, in anathAi: 
way/' 

' ^*€Jhj if that s all, God above know»Jiiiw 
ainoerdy I — But stop^ Jolm, I say''— *growj«g 
more alarmed at his gkHAce*— ^^' stop, >and reoid- 
lect yourself,' or I must leame you." ' 

^^ Go away % Nonsense. Stop yw, AoAjn, 
and hear me out. You don't undeostand^ni^. 
I meant that I had a wish you did not ^ktiow 
me foryour brother^** . ... i .> ^lu* 

^^Aad I had the same>" she answered, itti a 
low, sokmn roice* - . rci . 

^' Tkm,i ^^arest' girl/' misoonstruing Aie 
«eiise of ber^reply^ yo\ak could hA kisk^yi^ ^ 
gqoe, for. my <iwb 'SfJKe, even though Iwa^not 



^ur brother John? 'Widioiit thatimdeiitel 
ti^ from what you hmye asm of • mfif, you voM 
iove me^ Anty, eren if I was nalU^g to you ? 
jmiown so much ?'' 

' He drew ber doser to him. She started 
op : very opportvnely for her purpose of escape, 
a loud scream sounded from her molher^s chaai- 
ber ; and then another and aiJo^r« 
. ^ Whishti John ! that 's our mother 8 vcrtce ; 
sometUng has terrified h^; ar she is dying, 
^may be ! God fofgtye my negleol 1 kt me go : 
I uiiiBt run to her ; good nigbt/' 

** Surely, Anty,'* still holding her, as she 
"Struggled, ^^ you will conle to see me ^ one 
■ittoment more, before we say Good night P-r— 
n»jr, you must promise—-—" 

^^ Well, I do; but let me go now to my 
pMr mother ; she cries out louder and louder : — 
^Kidib*ye I"" 

' ' He attempted to sahite her, but she avoided 
him, and hurried off to her mother^s chamber. 
The feMe old woman lay in a state of great 
alarm. Strange faces, she said, had darkened 
Ahe window at the foot of her bed ; die could 
-but ikmlly distinguish them, but still she saw 
'them id the lightsotne wmter^moon, as,* moi^ 
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thaa oDoe, they came close to the glass, and 
gazed in upon her. Anty, though her own 
brain was half crazed with contending fears 
and suspicions, tried to believe that her mother 
had raved, and told her it was all a dream. 
The peevish sufferer scolded her for saying so, 
and commanAed her to sit by her bed. Anty 
did sit down, until the weak voice sank in ex- 
haustion, which ended in sound sleep ; and then 
she began to tremble at her loneliness, and at 
the whole scene from which she had just es- 
caped. Remembering, though endeavouring to 
doubt, her mother'^s story, she looked in terri- 
fied foreboding on the window ; and, whether 
it was imagination or reality^ strange persons 
seemed to steal by it. After this, she thought 
she heard the noise of one going about the 
house. Her heart beat hi^ in alarm. She re- 
collected there was no fastening to the door of 
her mother^s chamber, and she arose, half tot- 
tered to her own, locked herself in, and sat on 
the side of her bed. 

It is impossible to give a clear account of 
Anty^s thoughts in this situation. In fact, 
though shaking with a fear of the character, ac- 
tions, nay, identity of her guest, her thoughts 
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could not arraoge themselves into order. A 
great horror of him fell upon her^ no matter in 
what light he presented himself; and that was 
all she knew, or could pause to calculate. The 
sudden event was too much for her simplicity 
and childish inexperience. 

She did not know how long she had thus sat 
alone in her chamber, shivering, and start- 
ing at every sound, when the noise of opening 
a window, in the direction of John^s old room, 
riveted her attention. With a cautious step 
she gained her own window, and through a small 
hole in the muslin curtain peeped out. It was 
still bright moonshine : her position enabled her 
partially to command the point about which 
she was interested ; and she saw, indeed, 
that the lattice was open, and three persons, 
on^ of them a woman, standing at it, evi- 
dently conversing with the guest inside. Re- 
doubled terror seized Anty^s heart; yet she 
continued to look until the people went away, 
doubling by the comer of the house, and so, 
rather suddenly, escaping her view. 

She had scarce reseated herself on her bed, 
when she heard the well-known creak of 
John's door, and, afterwards, stealing foot- 
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Steps coQuog from it, TJbejr seemed to paed 
into every room, staying some time in each ;• aind 
Anty thought- she caught the jingUi^ of 4he 
little stock of plate, kept in a drawer in the 
^tchen, and then the opemng and shutting of 
other drawers and oufdboards. Presently,' lo 
add the utmost to her horror, the handle of her 
door was turned, but, after a few cautious ef«* 
forts, left quiet, and the foot went into her 
mother^s chamber ; returned; again stdie by her 
door, while a bunch of keys sounded iif the 
passage; and Anty soon heard unlocked a 
little private deAi in which she knew her father 
kept, now ajod thai, considerable sums of mo^ 
ney. After this, all became silent, for about an 
hour; but at the end of, perhaps, some such 
lapse of time, the step again approached her^ 
door, and stopped before it: the handle againJ 
turned, and a voice spoke in whispers through 
the key-hole : 

• " Anty, dear Anty !^ She was sileot, 4dn- 
trolling e^ven her breath. ' hr»,. 

There was^ a knock, and the voice cootl^c 
nued: • ' . i! 

^' You are not asleep, - Anty^ I . m sure • 'q£t 
thiEjut^ yoit cannot sleep so sound after Imjr- 



knock; open thedooi^^ and* let me hftve* a wofft 
mth.jtm," * ' -■ • ''♦• " 

' She took heart to say*, ^* D^ Jahs, t^hat is 
tile matter?^ ■ ■ . , ■ 

-> ". I ''m frightened to death in that old room 
of mine; itbringi^ 6ti<^' thoughts and recollee^ 
tions, I eannot close an eye ; let me in, for dia- 
rtty*s sake^ aijd I will just throw myself across 
the foot of your bed j and try for a little rest, 
whidii I want badly .^ 

f* You know I have lain down, John, and 
will not, surely, expect me to rise,'' 

" I ^11 wait till you are ready to open the 
door, but you must open ity dear Antyi** I - 

.".Well, I'll tell you, John; go back io your 
own room, and in a few moments you shall see 
me^ there^ and we can sit up the night together^ 
talking of old tfrnes.** ; ^ 

}i ¥o«i promiiie this ?'' 

** Depend on me.*' 

• 'He jM^ired.: She snatched a bonnet ; gently 
undid her casement ; issued out'; avoiding' the 
otb^'Witidow, gainkl a by-path teadhrg towards 
David Shearman's father's, close by the DubKn 
road 4 '^ttid' after a few cautiouk ;steps> ra^for^^ 
ward m ' the implilse to call ' xipon her^goedf" 
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neighbours for protection for herself and ker 
mother. She had made but little way, when a 
soldier appeared closing her by another path 
from her own house, and at the same moment 
•hots were fired further on, in the country 
about Long.Hall. Utterly confounded, Anty 
lost all recollection of a purpose, and only 
raced more wildly towards the Dublin road, 
not noticing that, at the report of the shots, her 
pursuer suddenly slackened his pace. As she 
gained the high fence that separated her from 
the road, a strange man and two other soldiers, 
all armed, started up before her; she shriek- 
ed aloud, almost wild with terror; the man 
abruptly asked who had come to her father'^s 
house that night ? She answered but with 
another scream ; he took her arm, and told her 
that Long-Hall had been attacked by robbers, 
and that he suspected one of them was then 
skulking under Daniel Nowlan^s roof; poor 
Anty did not hear him ; or, if so, could not 
properly apprehend him ; the quick succession 
of so many startling incidents, the shots, the 
soldiers, the loud talking, all bewildered her ; 
her catechist and his companions left her» as if 
in impatience ; she sank nearly senseless on the 
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road side ; the horn of the usual night-coach 
sounded ; she sprang up, and only capable of 
feeling that, as by such a conveyance Peggy 
had gone to seek her father in Dublin, she 
would now go seek protection 'from Peggy and 
him, the terrijfied girl called out to the guard, 
and in a few seconds, seated inside, was on her 
way to the metropolis. Her poor mother's 
helpless situation escaped her thoughts for the 
moment, though when far upon the road, too 
far to turn bock, her heart sorely smote her, 
during the remainder of the journey, at a re- 
collection of the selfishness she could not have 
controlled. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

MxANTiHE Peggy Nowlan had her own trials 
and escapes on the road to Dublin. 

Late.in the second morning of her journey, 
the coach upset within about a stage of the me- 
tropolis, and she was violently thrown off, and 
deprived of sense by the shock. When Peggy 
recovered^ she found he|:self in a smoky-looking 
room, dimly lighted by a single dipped candle 
of the smallest size. The walls were partly 
covered with decayed paper, that hung on, 
here and there, in tatters. There were a few 
broken chairs standing in different places, and 
in the middle of the apartment a table, that 
had once been of decent mould, but that now 
bore the appearance of long and hard service, 
supporting on its drooping leaves a number of 
drmking glasses, some broken and others cap- 
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sized, while their slops of liquor remained 
fresh around them. 

P^gy was seated with her back to the wall ; 
she felt her head supported by some one who 
occasionally bathed her temples with a liquid 
which, by the odour it sent forth, could be no 
other than whisky; and if she had been an 
amateur, Peggy might have recognised it as 
pottheen. 

" My God, where am I P'* looking confulscd- 
ly around, was her first exclamation. 

" You 're in safe hands, Peggy Nowlan,** she 
;was ^swered in the tones of a woman's voice: 
" an*^ I'm glad to hear you spake, at last.** 
" Turning her head, she observed the person 
%ho had been attending her. The woman was 
tall and finely-featured, about fifty, and dress- 
^ pretty much in character with the room 
anil Its fiu*niture ; that is, having none of the 
homely attire of the country upon her, but 
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weiwing gay flaunting costume, or rather thfe 
^ilmains of such ; and there was about her air 
and manner a bold confidence^ accompanied 
.by an authoritative look from her large Mstk 
eyes,' that told a character in which thfe mild tt- 
midity'of woman existed not. Yet she smiled 
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on Peggy, and her smile was beautiful and 
fascinating. 

** How do you know me, good woman ?^' 
again questioned our heroine, for we believe 
she is such. 

^* Oh, jist by chance, afther a manner, miss ; 
onct, when I went down to your counthry to 
see a gossip o' my own, the neighbours pointed 
you out to me as the comeliest colleen to be 
seen far an' wide; an' so. Miss Peggyj fear 
nothing;" for Peggy, as she looked about her, 
and at the woman, did show some terror : ^^ ajf 
I 'm glad in the heart to see any one from your 
part, where there's some kind people, friends 
o' mine ; an' for their sakes, an*^ the sake o^ the 
ould black hills you cum from, show me the 
man that daares look crooked at you,^' 

This speech was accompanied by such soft- 
ness of manner, that Peggy^s nervousness les^ 
sened. She gained conl^denoe .from the presence 
of one of her own sex looking so kindly on her, 
and, though years iiad been busy with her fiz^ 
features, looking so handsome too. Her next 
question was, naturally, a request to be infor- 
med how she came into her present situation. 

" You were brought here, jist to save your 
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life,^ answered the woman; '^a son o' mine, 
coming along the road from Dublin, saw the 
coach tumble down ; he waited to give it a 
helping hand up again ; and when it druv 
away — ^" 

"And has it gone off, and left me behind?" 
interrupted Peggy, in great distress. 

** Of a thruth, ay has it,, my dear." 

« What, then, am I to do ?— •'' 

**Why, you must only stay where you are 
widme, until the day; an' you're welcome to the 
cover o' th* ould roof, an' whatever comfort I 
can ^ve you ; atf when the day comes we'll look 
out for you. Miss Peggy, a-roon. But, as I 
wiis saying, when the coach dhrew off again^ my 
son was for hurrying home, when he heard 
some one moaning inside o' the ditch ; an' he 
went into the field, an' there was a man 
lying, jist coming to his senses, atf you near 
him, widout any sense at all; an' when the 
man got betther, my son knew him for an ould 
acquaintance ; and then they minded you, said 
tuck you up between them ; . an' sure here you 
are to the fore." 

" It is absolutely necessary I should con- 
tinue my journey to-night," said Peggy. 
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*♦ If you'ie for Dublin, diild, yoo can hardly 
go; it^'s a thing a friend canH hear oV 

Peggy reflected for a moment. Her nsnal 
caution now told her, what her first 8U8piek)tifi 
had Bu^ested, that, in some way or other, tHe 
house was an improper one, and, perliaps, that 
good-nature had not been the only mdtrf^^-in 
conveying ber to it. The woman^s last wbrfis 
seemed to show a particular determinatioh ihilt 
she should remain. It would be imprud^, 
then, to express a design to go away ; she might 
be detained by force. Nor would she suflTerhe^ 
self to become afiecced by he* feoris, le^ she 
{ttlgbt incapaeilate herself for escaping by steadth. 
Prompted by grbwing suspicion, she stole her 
band to her bosom to search for her purse; 
it was gone : and Peggy became confihn^' iSi 
her calculations, thoagh not more app^tly 
shaken by her fears. •:■'•'■' 

/^ I had a small hand-basket,'' she »^, ^'doiif- 
taining a few little articles, and my fnbney i(br 
the road ; it^s lost, of course, and -1 am l#ft 
pennyless; if I go to the «p0t where the ei6h£h 
fell, maybe I csould find it.'* . • ^ * 

^^ We can go together,'^ ' ^aod the Wbtt&ili, 
** if ypui. are able to waUc so fan'* ' '' ^ ^' ^^ 
Peiggy had made l^e propdsiJ, nM In -Hd^ 
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9^ ri^QOWii:^ ^y. thin^ but that she might be 
afforded flr^bl^c^ of walking away ; if, indeed, 
l^e fitory^ of the eoadi having diiTt^ii on pix)ved 
tpjbe true. Now,* however, fibe- was, in consi#t- 
e^Yt obliged, to accept the attention ci hel* 
f[^ci^6 pFQjteoto]: ; and the woman and she 
.way(#d to the road akmg a narrow, wild lone, 
j|t>.e^h.,8ide of whidi. a few old- decajisd'ti^es 
j^p4 bushes shook' their loafless branches in 
^ I. wintry wind, while the footing was broken 
^d mijry, and overgrown by. weeds and long 
g^$i64». It seemed to have beena^ winding avenne 
)^ tbe. house she had left, once planted wi^ 
l^w^^ of trees, when the mansUMi was b^ter 
^t^aoted and in better repair, but whioh had 
di^^qpqpeared/ from time to time, .beneath the 
^q or the saw of the marauder. 
y, J^xr\v,ed at the spot required, she com- 
menced a seemingly careful search ; biit, find- 
if^, noting, returned at the continued urgency 
^ the . woman, who linked her closely, to 
i|bl^ bouse they had quitted. Ere Peggy re- 
tillered)* she took a survey of the fabric : it 
was, like every thing around it and within it, 
fi,,]H^in, She could see that it had been a good 
slated house, two stories high, but Aat in dif- 
i^lTi^nt places tjie slates were now jwan ting; in- 
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deed she trod, near the threshold, upon their 
fragments, mixed with other rubbish. Some 
of the windows were bricked up, some stu£Ped 
through their shattered panes with wisps of 
straw and old rags; and of the lower ones, the 
Gutters, which were, however, attached to the 
wall, outside strong iron bars, hung off their 
hinges, and flapped in the blast. 

Again entering the room in which she had 
first found her^If, two men appeared seated. 
Peggy, in something like the recurrence of a 
had dream, thought she recognized in one of 
them the air and figure of the person who, 
on a late and fearful occasion, had stood 
so near to her in the Foil Dhuiv. But as 
she did not feel herself entitled to draw any 
certain deductions from feature, complexion, or 
even dress, Peggy, after a moment's faltering 
pause, struggled to assure herself that this mis- 
giving was but a weakness of her agitated mind, 
and firmly advanced to the chair she had before 
occupied. 

The second man was very young, his person 
slight, and twisted into a peculiar bend and 
crouch as he sat; his face pale and sharp, re- 
sembling that of the woman who called her&elf 
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his mother ; and in the side-long glance of his 
cold jetty eye there lurked a stealth, an enquiry, 
and a self-possession, as, in reply to Peggy's 
curtsey and her look of observance, he, in 
turn, observed her, and gave, slowly and mea- 
suredly, his ** Sarvent, miss." 

He and his companion sat close to the droop- 
ing table. Two of the glasses that had been 
capsized now stood upright, and were fre- 
quently filled from a bottle of whisky, of— 
as one might augur by the smell— home ma- 
nufacture. The person whose first view had 
startled Peggy, made more free with the beve- 
rage than the other ; the pale young man visibly 
avoiding the liquor; but often filling for his 
friend, and urging him to drink bumpers. 

" Well, Phil, my boy," said the woman, ad- 
dressing the pale lad, as she entered after 
Peggy, "did Ned tell you the raison yet, 
why he was on the top b' the coach to-night, 
instead of being far off on other business ?** 

" Oh yes," answered Phil, in a dry, careless 
tone, "he tould me all how an' about it;" 
and a wink, that, from, its [freedom from hu- 
mour, was disagreeable, did not escape Peggy. 

*' I call that toss we got together a d-*-d 
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hearty 'u o m y eyes, miss/' said theatlii«r 
man, addressing Peggy, and <^ering her aosoe 
liquor. 

« Were you the person who lay so aea^ me?*' 
refusing his politeness. 

^^ Ay, that I was, to my. cost; and though 
no great harm might come o^ lying so near yoii, 
Uttlc ^un, at another time, I ^d rather mt hit^e 
such a throw for it, however." 

She shrunk wiiile he spoke, and while hk 
eye of gloomy, stupid excitement, dwelt upon 
her ; but did not omit an answer. 

^ Then I have to thank you, and, I suppeit, 
this other gentleman, for my saf^y.^' 

^^Oh, that^s all gammon: easy to dear the 
odds with such a pretty 'un, you know." 

Phil made no observation; but his f^tamt 
went from the speaker to Peggy, and thim to 
his mother, with a slow, remaricful, and cheer- 
less expression; and again Peggy, saw inter- 
changed, between him and the woman, a wink, 
followed by a dead glare. 

*' Go, Phil, iny boy,*' resuined the old wsk^ 
man, ^^ take Ned and yourself up Mairs; sb^ 
the bottle wid you ; you must have the hot 
wather, when it 's ready,, and the sugar aIoD|; 



TRS K0WLAV8. IMS 

%id it : this young woman and myself ^U stay 
feather.'* 

Phil arose^ taking the bottle and glasses:. he 
ive»' »d3ing out of the room before his compa- 
nion, when, at a renewed signal from the woman, 
b& hung ba€^» allowed the other to stagger out 
Ihf^y and then he and die paused together, be- 
yond the threshold of the room, in the passi^, 
where Peggy could hear them exdMU^e* a femr 
^6toiest, though cautious whispers. ■ 
. - *^ Axt aow, Peggy Nowlan,^' resumed the 
woman, coming back and reseating hef self , ^as 
yi^n dotA seem to like the whisky, you must 
have whatever the house can.give you/' 
'^^J .would like some tey, ma'am*^ • 
" Then, sure enough, you '11 get it ; we wotf t 
be Jdng- lighting the fire^ ah' bxUng the watber, 
jtohwe^ '11 take ouf tey together/' 
^ l^elre were some embers dimly ^eanung in 
thdi^blackened fire-place, to which. the woman 
aBdcd;,T«fOQd and chips^ that, by blowing; with 
her mouth as she knelt, soon blaeed; and^ 
aceolding to Imr jHromise, a dish of tea, not 
kasdly^^ivoiiyed, was manufactared^ of whsch^ 
iMlh: much^ seeming hospitality and kind^ 
908S^ Ib^'bostess pressed' her ^jamug: gn^st^to 
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partake. Peggy felt thankful, and strove to 
compel herself to feel at ease also : but, amid 
the smiles and blandness of her entertainer, 
there were moments when her thin and Mood- 
less, though haiidsome lipsr compressed them- 
selves to a line so hard and heaftless,^mo. 
ments when a deep shade of abstraction passed 
over her brow, and when her eyes dtdled and 
shrunk into an expresrion so disagreeable, that 
the destitute girl internally shivered to ghmce 
upon her. Thtese momentary changes did not, 
however, seem to concdrn her. She atrgued, 
that they rather intimated an involuntary ttim 
of thought to some other person or subject. 
The woman never looked on her without a 
complacent smile ; and it was after her getting 
up occasionally, and going to the door of the 
room, as if to ^satch the sound of voices from 
above, that her countenance wore any bad cha- 
racter. But, whatever might have been pass- 
ing in her ndnd^ P®ggy prudently resolved not 
to allow her hostess to perceive that she ob- 
served these indications of it. Her glances were, 
therefore, so well-dmed, and so quick, that they 
oould not be noticed ; and her featttres so well 
mastered,, as always to teflect thie easy^ snule of 
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her cpmpamQQ. Her manners, too, she divested 
of every trait of alarm or doubt ; and. even the 
tones of ber voice were tutoted by P^gy into 
an even, pleased cadence ; . and the questions 
she asked, and the topics she started, calculated 
to lull all suspicion* 

As part of her plan^ she would show no an* 
easines^ to retire; and it was not until the wo- 
umi herself offered to attend her to bed, that 
Peggy ro3e from her chair* She was eonducted 
aut of the little, half-ruined parlour or. kitchen, 
a few paces along the passage, and then a few 
step^ up. a, rent and shaking staircase, into a 
mean, sleeping-chamber^ of whidi the door 
faced, the passage:, the stairs continuing to wind 
to. the right, to the upper rooms c^ the house. 
Ai^ they passed into the chamber, it was with 
difl^culty Fc^^ prevented herself from draw- 
ing back, when she perceived that the patched 
door had .bolts a^d a padlock on the. outside, 
but no fastening within. Stilly however, she 
controlled her nerves, and displayed to her at- 
tendant no sypaptom of the apprehension that 
fille<l her bosom* 

V 1^ 'm siorry the poor house doesn't afford a 
betther aj^; a handsQiner lodgin' for you. Miss 

n2 
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Peggy^" said the woman, as both stuisfU^ 
about the half»boarded floor of the room -: ^^ but 
you II jest take the will for liie deed; an^so, 
good-b'*ye, an* a pleasant night^s sleep toyiSfVL^' 
. " CanH you . oblige me with the candle ?" 
asked Peggy, as her hostess was about to tak^ 
it away. 

** I would, with a heart an' a half, if it? #fts^ 
spare; but I**!! have nothing else to light me 
to bed, an* help me to set things to rightis for 
the morning ; for the matther o^ that, the good 
moon shines so bravely thVough the window, 
and I believe through anoAer little |dace in 
the loft here, that you ^ be weil able to say 
your prayers an' go to bed by it. Miss Peggy ; 
so, bannochth-lath ;*' . and she finally took . the 
candle away, securing the door on thetmlside, 
and leaving Peggy standing in the middle Df 
the filthy chamber. :. , u»a 

The moon did, indeed, stream in n^n the 
floor, as well through the shattered whidow^ «db, 
first, through a br'each in the slates '<^ the hotise- 
roof, and then down the brok^ii boards^ of; tHe 
room over head. Peggy looked r^tii»it far 
her bed, and sax^, in a comer/ a misei@Mide 
substitute for one, cotiipoi^ of-^tntw-laiAen 
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the floor, and covered with two blankets. - There 
wira no chair or table, and feeling herself weak, 
she cautiously picked her steps to the corner, 
and sat down on this cheerless couch. 

The motive of her conduct hitherto had 
been to hide her feelings, sp as to throw the 
people of the house off their guard, and 
eventually create for herself an opportunity to 
escape to the miun road, and thence to the next 
cabin at hand. In furtherance of her project, 
she now begged of God to strengthen her heart, 
and keep her in a steady mind ; and, after her 
zealous aspiration, Peggy continued to think 
of the best part to act. At onceshe resolved 
not to stir in her chamber, until the woman and 
the two men should seem to have retired to 
slisep— -if, indeed, it was doomed that they were 
to do so without disturbing her. Incaseof a 
noise at her door, she determined to force her 
way through the crazy window, and, trusting 
herself to God, jump frmn it to « the ground, 
whicdi, Reargued, could not be many feet under 
her^ as Peggy had not forgotten to count the 
steps while she ascended from the earthen pafr-^ 
sage to her present situation. If, after long 
watching, she could feel pretty sure that no 
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evil was intended to her during the night, stSI 
she phmned to luteal to the window, open it with 
as little noi^ as possible, drop fron^ it and try 
to escape. 

Moref than ah hour might have passed, when 
she heard a noise, as if of two persons stumbling 
thiiough the house; it came nearer, and two 
men, treading heavily and unevenly, entered 
a Toimt next to hers, and only divided from 
her by a" wooden partition, which here anct 
there' admitted the gleams of a light they 
bore. Without any rustling, Peggy applied 
her eye to one' of' the chinks, and gained a 
full view of the scene within. She saw the 
person she so much dreaded, led by the pale 
young man towards silch a bed as she occupied ; 
the one overcome by intoxication; the other 
cool, collected) and obsiervant' With much 
grumbling, and many half-.gr6wled oaths, the. 
drunken felldw s^med to insist on doing some^ 
thing that the lad would not permit, and at 
length Peggy heard an allusion to herself. 

" Go to sleep, Ned ; you *re fit for nothing 
else to-night; there's your bed, I tell you,^ 
said the young man, forcing him to it. 

" I say, Master Phil, stoopid, I Tl have one 
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word yrith that wench .before I clpae a winker,'*^ 
replied Ned ; " thftt we?icb, I afty-— hie !.^what 
I picked up on the road ; and why the devil 
should I bring her here but to chat a hit with 
her ? Your house im\ fit fpr muchbetter, you 
know, Master Phil .; and, — •*— my eyes but-*" 
' // Lie down, you foolish, baste^" interrupted 
his companion, pushing him down on the straw; 

^' 1 11 stand none of that i^nsense^. neither/', 
continued the ruffian, .scrambling, about ; ^^ and 

it 's no use talking; 1 11 see.her. by ; 1 11 

see the wench, as I brought to this -r — 
house: and don't you go. to. tell me, now,. as 
how it '& all a hum, and that I brought no such 
body into it ; I ^m not so cut but I remember 
it: so fair-play^ Master Phil; she raust be ac- 
counted for : none of your . old mother's tricks 
will do, now. I am not to be dome, by *— ^; 
the wench shan't be served out in that way^ 
however; and I '11 see her, by ^ ; first and 
last, that 's my word : hie ! — I 'U — ^hic I" and he 
lay senseless. . ; . , 

The pale young man. watched him like a 
lynx, untU, after some moments, his growling 
changed into a loud snore, and there was no 
doubt but he slept soundly* Th^n he stepped 



softly tp^^yJkpi«^oii.QiiQ,k»«e^ twfe (5Wt^^l 
hi» bieaat a IsM^ pistol, t)iriijst i^ ,iUMiaf 1h9 of %j 
am, and finally emptied his pockets of a pm^^. 
aod soiQfixmqsiplfayi p^ppr^. Ariaiog^ withyognfi- 
nued cairtioiiy Jia.glaoc^ ov^r the luster, clp^,^ 
by the ca^^ilft ao4..»Pe|By Ww. l^^^f^atH^fs^^ 
agitated. ^ Th^ mpU ';BAfg9aei|t .he stolfs ifut .c^j 
t^e lOofQj bacr^ tlw. d<w x>ut4^e, j|n^<^, s]|3iq,| 
heard .Im9. st^a^bhy step>.b^fityed I^y tbs^Qpfaknj 
iilgbofutl^i r^bcifittapassiievxhajidi^^ v ^/^ 
At this.moBieiit» howeveiv aoolher ^pyhrtvr 

Peggy 8tt|a>P^ t^t of the wo?Btf«h'7--i^^ \i^b 
from the lower port cff the house, «Qf^ ^9% r 
stopped just at her frail, though welUsj^uj(]|e^ 
door. - . » 

*^ WellJP^ questioned the woooan, in. a .^a^j 
whisper; ^^you pun^ped him? and SQsd^^/;^ 
him ? and touched the lining of his, podk^i;f^j 
Did we guesa right P'' k .mo 

** We did, by — *^— "^ 4Uiswered the yoivpgjj 
man ; " the ■ raacisJ. has peached, by ^^j 

J his very shuffling with ma s)i<||wed i;t,; 

at once; but here ^s the proof: here 's -^Jf^ 
answer from Mr. Long to his offer to. pi^|hin 
on his guard against the swag at Long.,^E^[^j 
this blessed night : and here 's another^ l^ttf^i^t 



fi^ LonftOD', doshig'witH anottier^offisr of his 
td'^ tbe ^i66r ptivate for th^ Bow^street hti&^ 
dags," ^ •- • • r - 

•'Tlrey li Ad, -dtniflg these words, beeii^,' per- 
hi^s; speaking to each other at flome little dis^ 
tdiee; fbr their' whi^MffS/ now that P^gy sup* 
pfeed them to hare come eT^e together, we.e 
lost oti her aching ear, thbti^ she still heard 
the'hlseteg ^uikls in ^whicii 'the conversation 
was carried' 6n. A - considerable time lapsed 
while they thns rtood motionless outside her 
ddbr : at length they moved ; seemed about to 
p&t; and, at parting, a feii^ more sentences be^. 
citne audible. 

** Gro, then/' siud the woman, " an' let us 
lose no 'time ^nothing else can be done ; poor 
IVlftggy is to-be saved from the treisichery of the 
Lorinon Ismeak, if there was no one else con- 
earned in the case ; speed, Phil; make sure o'- 
tlfe'honi-ftifted Xartjwey that you'll find on 
tl^^df^se^: I ^ meet you at his dour with a 
li^itfdd a ve^Rsel. Ate you sure he sleeps sounds 
eAbugh?^ 

^^ There Is* only the one sleep more that can 
be! siSmdlir,'* replied Phil; and Peggy heard^ 
them gbiAg oflT. 

N 5 
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In panting terror she listened for Iheir steps' 
again pasdng lier door : nor had she to listen 
long. Slowly and stealthily, and with 'heairy 
breathings, or a suppressed curse at the creak- 
ing boards, th^y seperatdy came by. In a mo- 
fnent after; she' heard them undo the fastenings 
of the inside room, and, fascinated to the com- 
ing horror, as the bird is to the reptile^s glance, 
her eye was fixed tO'a chink, ere the light they 
carried tffibrded her a renewed view of the 
Victim's chamber. 

' The wotnim' iriJt entered, bearing the candle 
in one hand, and in the other a basin which 
held a cloth. Her face was now set in the depth 
of the bad' expression Peggy had seen it mo- 
mentarily wear below stairs ; and she was paler 
than usual, though not shaking or trembling. 
The lad followed, taking long and silent strides 
acros£i the floor, while his knife gleamed in his 
hand, and his look Was ghastly. They made 
signs to each other. The woman laid down 
the candle and the basin, and tucked up the 
sleeves of her gown beyond her elbows. She 
again took up her basin, laid the cloth on 
the floor, stole close to the straw couch, knelt 
by it, and held the vessel near the wretch's 
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}f/^. . H^r .copapwipu f (^Iq^ed , ber,. and i knelt 
^4£K>. . I{e ip^Hnotted im4 toQk.!ofi> with hb left 
^apd, the man^s nepVfQWth... A$ it was finally 
j^nAtchesd rather hiiskly 4iway, t^e wearer gmwled 
9iid ipQved. He .i^eyer utt^ed a fiouad mo8e% 

Peggy Hcfit h^ ^yq to the, chiak during 
the whole of thlB $qene^ She could not with-* 
draw it. §h^ was QpeU*ho!Ulid ; and,' pwhaps, 
§iXi instinotive . UQtHH:^ thAt if she made the 
slightest changfit in her first positico, so as to 
cause the slightest rustle, her own life must be 
instantly sacrificed — perhaps this tended to hold 
her perfectly stilL $he witnessed, therefore, 
fiot only the details given, but the oonclud- 
iqg details which cannot be given. Even 
when the murder wasdone,.8he durst not remove 
her eye until the woman and lad had left the 
chamber ; so that she was compelled to observe 
l^e revolting drc^|nstance of washing the blan- 
kets and the floor, and other things which again 
must not be noticed. It is certain that mo- 
ral, couacage and presence of mind never won a 
greater victory over . the impulses of nature, 
than was shown in this true situation, by this 
lonely and simple girl. Often, indeed, there 
arose in her bosom an almost irresistible incli* 
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natiott^d^try out-^t the »6tneM iHe^ lieckcloth 
was removed, when the skepbg man mutterMl 
and tumad, die Mras scairc^ly able to Veep in her 
breathy yet she dtfrf^ ' tfeinaia ol^nt: Not c^en 
a^Iond breadnng ^eseapkl her. All was ov^^ 
and she a qiectatress c^. alt, and still ^ha 
SMstttred herself ; and although^ sa f ar as it^ 
garded her, the mdst bdli(e xMjuee for agitatidH 
ftiaUjooottifed as the ihurderers were about 
tOi withdfaw, Peggy was a beioine to ^ 
bat. 

*' Hell touch no blood-monej now,*" whis* 
peredthe woman; ** an* we may go to our beds, 
Phil, for the work is done well ; so, come awaj^ 
»-«^bat stop; higH>hanging to me, if I^ ever 
thought of that young in the next room: 

au\ for any thing we know, she may be wateh^ 
ing us all this time.^ 

^^If you think so, mother, there's b^t one 
help for it,^ observed the lad. 

'^ A body could peep through the'cMnka 
well enough," resumed the female monster* ;-^ 
*^ buty on a second thought, Phil, d'you tirink 
it^s in the nature of a simple young counthry 
girl like her to look at what was done, wi^out 
givm warmng r I 
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^ Theoiom^ itbey ^UMi^i^) P^g^y/stretebtd 
l^eps^lf on ber co>i(i)i, tbri»w ft blanfeet o^ fter 
{^rsop, clo^her.ey99, mid- breathed as *kr fiant 
A9le€^ Y^ it was irHh > ipaay iloubto of r^bcr 
pw& ab]}ity'^ta,ga suceestfidly tkrougb thkltest^ 
that she listeaedfer yie.Hpise of -imbamngfiier 
4oor: Tbe ereepkig 8t9p» appToached^ itidr her 
heart nearly failed her. A bolt was shot, and 
her brain swam* r . * • f' 

Bui again the. assassiad seemed to heskat^ 
^md again she heard their whispers. I 

> *^ Stop/' said the lad, ^^ she must be sound 
a^eep, as you say ; it V not to be tbou^t she 
^KHild look on. and stand it. '^ 

^* That^s my own notion,'* replied the woman. 
r. • *^ Then if we rouse her, at this time o' night, 
wid those marks about us,^ meaning the markfr 
on their hands, and clothes, ^* why, it *I1 be tell* 
in? our own saeret, when we might houM ' our 
^tcttgue." 

^ ^^ Yes ; aa' only makin^ more o* the same 
rwork for ourselves, when we have doneenoirgh 
of it.'^ 
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• <^ Besickft; ake ^tt be toiihe £bre in the m<H3i- 
IB*^ and %hen we- iCaa eroaB4»«ekk Imt en 
the head of it ; an^ if she ahows any fiig&s. of 
knowia* more than.-we want her to know^^^^^^y, 
it can be a good job etiil/^ ^ 

^^ You spake raaon ; an^ ture enough^ she 'U 
be to the fore ; because I have a notion o* ny 
own, ..diat we ought to keep her fast ttM the 
poor private- an'' Maggy sees her ; they 11 want 
to have a wc»d wid her» may be; so, by hook 
or crook) Ae ^s to pass another day and night 
in the house.*" 

. ^^ Let U8.go sleep, then, mother; an' you must 
get me a little wather," 

>^ Yes, a^ich ^ but I don^t think myself 
wants much o' the sleep for this night, any 
how." 

They left P?ggyV door, and she was .thus 
sared the test her t^oul shrank from. In 
some time after their steps became siknt^ she 
lay on her straw, with clasped hands and eyes 
turned to Heaven, offering the most fervent 
thanks for her preservation. The winter mom^ 
iag broke; ^U seemed quiet in the house; and 
she ventured to sit up and think again .^ Her 
neighbourhood to the mangled body occurred 



4o her, and deliriiisi began fx^ arise. She had 
recourse to her prayers for help andstiiength, 
tind thef did not ftdl:lier« Hour after hour 
'passed awa^, still she kept herself employed, 
-rither by communions ^vith her God, or by 
laying out- her * mind to meet the trials she had 
yet tO' encounter. 

They would watch her^ they had said, in the 
morning ; she was able to will and detemime 
that the investigation would be vain: Peggy 
felt that she could defeat them. They intended 
to induce or force her to spend the day and 
night where she was ; against this plan she also 
attempted to lay a counter-plot. 

It might be nine o'^clock when she heard them 
stirring about. But, at the first sound, she lay 
Stretched on her bed ; and this proved a good 
precaution. One of them walked softly up the 
stairs ; then into the next room ; and afterwards, 
close to the partition, by her couch ; and, as 
Peggy judged by the hard breathing through 
the chinks, seemed to watch if she slept. She 
was now able to give every appearance of deep 
fo the eye of the observer. After a few mo- 
ments, they were together in the room, and Ae 
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heard ihw tvh«per99 aod then the iioisp of .traiL 
ing out thebod^. t 

For about aaother hour^ they l^t h^ uxv^s- 
ttwbed^ At kxiffik the dpor was c^ped^ ^ a^^ 
tlie woman eutei^h/^r chamber. F^ggy^tiU^p^, 
tended to sleep, showiog, boweyer, some 94^ 
of .the restlessness that attends oii^r being djus^^, 
turbed £rom sleep : without oiur beb^; fiilly ] 
aroustdr The hideous visitor stooped dowi^ 
and stirred her. Peggy bore <he touch of that ^ 
hand on b^ shouldar, without wincipg in fugiy 
way« -The womAi stirred her again, and she 
seeitted gradually and naturally to beccune^ 
awakened. 

•^^Miisha, it ^s the good «leep that ^s on you? 
a ^satteen,^- said the woman^ as she sat up. . 

"Yes, indeed; I ^m not. used to be. without . 
the sleep so long, and I bad none before this 
since I left the mountains,^* answered Pegg^.,, 
*• Is it very late? but I don't care much aboi^t ^ 
that^~;as t^ere ''<& no use in my Parting irom 
yAU^tillitibe o^aph comes again to-nigh ts.and^ 
giir^s me a seat for Dublin.^ ., i, 

" We ^1 tell you all about that by and by^: 
get up nf^s iHvy ^oman, an^ break your fa^t; 
you ought to be hungry." 
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"^^An^ I and 'vtt^ ^Agty^ ^<* ;abte-ltf Iiel|^ d 
myself out of any thing you lay b€ifoi*e'mei^ .' i 

'^Pbh wbfaian led heb d^vm- tUiksl A gdod 
bfeakfast was |:»fq[)afed. -Peggy seemed to 4kt ■ 
With a keen appetite ; but she continued to' slip ' 
tl^%read'die iiad eut ivko b^. large oounti^ • 
pockets. The yotimg man ' entered : idie bade ' 
him a smiling gbod-morrow. He hoped she 
h^d ' passed a good night : she * anstrered . 
promptly and easdly.' iwr 

"It^ an odd question I^m for tatlrf^^'lw ' 
coiitinued, ^* biit I thought I facstd strange 
noises in a room next to yours last /Atg^t^-^^^did^ 
y(m V . . r 

With the consciousness that the eyes of both 
were watching her fiioe for a change of express 
sibn, Peggy baffled the enquiry. 

^^*It*8 said this ould house is haunted,'^ re-' 
joibed the woman, *^ an' that *s the ghoftt>i - 
room.'* 

** My faith isn*t strong in ghosts,"* said Peg* 
gy, smiling ; " but I "m glad you did not' teft ' 
of it before I Went to bed, or I inight be' kept 
waJcing.** 

A pause ensued, during which she knew thilt^ 



(Mr cateohiflts! were coasulting etucK other by 
looks ami nods. 

^< Why don't you bx, dfther your friend, lliat 
hfllped to bring you to us last night f^ pursued 
thehKl. 

^^ I was tUnkhtg of him, but said to myself 
he was in hia bed, maybe ; and as he ^s no kith 
or kin o^ mine, only a stranger met on the road, 
I didnH beUeve it would be right for a young, 
lone woman like me to be asking so closely 
after him,'^ 

^^ He ^8 not in his bed»^' said the lad, fixing 
his eye. She stood his glance. 

'^ No,^ resumed the woman ; *^but gone the 
road at the first light this momin\" 

" Why then I *m sorry for his goitlg/' 

'^ How 's that?'' asked the lad. 

^^ Because. I 'm lefit without a farliiing in the 
Worldi apd I thought that, as he looked to be a 
dacent man, maybe he 'd lend me a few shillings 
to take me on to Dublin ; and now I don't know 
what to do under Heaven.'' 

" N^yer make yourself uneasy about that," 
remarked the hostess i *^ for if you thought he ' 
looked so Uke a dacent body, he thought you 
looked like a hansome colleen, as you are ; an' 



for a xok^i hearii^' o' your km by the coach, 
he left us the very thing you 're taUdng aboiit^' 
^ give y<^ when you ^d get upi" 

^' Yea, he left this wid mefor you,*^ pursued 
the other, handing some silver, ^^and jttst his 
word to take oard an^ have as much ready to 
pay him in the nest place he an? you are to see 
aeh other.^ . 

As be gave the money, and'spoke these werdd 
very significantly, he again fixed her eye ; but 
Peggy allowed him no advantage. With many 
professions of thaofcs to her dianoe benefactor, 
she quietly put up the supposed gift. Per« 
haps they becsame fully assured that they had 
nothing to fear, for they soon stopped ques* 
tioning her. 

*^ I '11 pay him, with hearty dianks, * sure 
ei^ugh,'^ she continued, recurring to the topicj 
^^and sootief tfaanbetlmiks, maybe. I have only 
to get to Dublip^ to tl^ Brasen-Head, where 
n^y father stops, when I '11 have mooey enough ; 
and, after a word there, I'm to pass your 
dour, tcMnorvow, about the mght&ll, when I ^11 
be axin a nigkt's t^dgin' from you again ; and I 
can jest lave the hdnest man's shiUingS'in your 
hands, andyou'U give 'em to him, the neitf 
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tune:he o$Ils, in Peggy NowVin's name, and her 
beat wishes along with 'eoa.^' 

The day wore away in. commoQ topes, and 
she showed no aexiety to depart. ' She said she 
gvew hjungry for. ber dinner; and, when itcanie 
before her, atiU seemed to make a hearty meaL 
No living cieature came to the hoiAse during the 
day ; but she could understand that the person 
called Maggy, and who she concluded was her 
¥7etched cousin, Mag^ Nowlan, and the other 
person, called ^^ the private,^ were expected 
durii^ the night; as also a number of ^^the 
customers,^ from Dublin* 

« 

Nothing had yet been said to deter ber from 
proceeding to town in the night-coach, which, 
as usual, was to pass at about three o'clock 
in the mioroing. She often alluded to its hour 
of passing by, and they did not make an 
observation. This gave her courage; and, 
aftar the night fell-^for Peggy, stSl to avoid 
a shadow of suspicion, would not motion to 
stir in the day-light — she said, inadvertently, 
and yet with, some natural shaw of anxiety to 
proceed in her interrupted journey ; — 

^* Maybe I couldn't get a seat in it, an' \yhat 
should .1 do, then ?— But maybe I ought to 



lake tise rmA sduife ti<iie' a£»re ye eacp^in; it to 
oome up, so that, wben it overtakes Me, if I 
g^ tile place, well and '^ood ; and if^ I dctti't, 
irhy I cottld be «o.fiir:on inyimyf^attd;*t4teof 
waltdog the six or sevien inile»more,'to DuMitt, 
by ^e mornitig, any how;' for I <nudt be there 
in t^e ni<:M*iiiiigc what brings ine op is to get a 
good lot of money from my. fiither^ that ^11 be 
^M^anted at home the day after to-morjrow, or tbe 
HeKt day, at farthest; and so,' ye see, honest 
people, I 'm beholding to be soon baek and Ibr- 
M^ard, and, as I said, sleeping in your .house, 
on my way to the country, by- to-morrow might, 
any how.'' 

* They said little in reply to this; but Peggy 

believed they again exdianged ^^me gktne^ 

knd signs, while her head was. purposely held 

down; and then they retined to whisper »t 

4he outward door. Fervently did she prs^, 

^tikhbugtk the prayer involved on uneharital^ 

'd^mtradidtioti^ that, influenced bythe hof^ of 

}>ltihder she had hseld' otit$ thdr ifesolves^not 4o 

let her depart for the night might he i^hanjged. 

And perhaps^^herfftan took effects . « - n 

' = In tt short time &ey rejoined her j and after 

a few, ordinary r remarks, ^fl, by ^he way, 
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that she mi^t do well to *<take a start o^ 
the road, afore the coacb, just as she was a 
saying of it; and they wished her safe to Dub- 
]in, any how ; and they hoped she would keep 
her promise, and come 8e0 diem on her wicy 
home again.*^ 

Without discovmng any extraordinary joy 
at this concession, Peggy bid them a steady 
and ccwdial good-b^ye ; engaged her bed for the 
next night ; and it was not till the very moment 
sbe was crossing the murderous threshold that 
she feared her face, accent and fluttered step 
might haxre given intimation of the smothered 
emotions that battled in her heart. 

But, again befriended by her extraordinary 
presence!^ mind, she checked her rising ecstasy, 
and trod with a sober and way-faring step 
down the dark, tangled, and miry lane. When 
fairly laundied on the broad road, her breast 
experienced great relief; yet still she kept her 
demure pace, neither faltering, nor looking back 
nor about her, nor yet sure of the pc^ey of 
rushing into the first caUn she might meet.' 
Her heart whispered that the people of the 
abominable house might have noticed her part- 
ing struggle, and, after a little rdflectson, would 



perhaps follow her, and put her to another 
trial. 
. To her laft» as fltte walked along, was 
some ruther high , ground, feiUiiig down to 
the road» Uttle cultiyated^ and crowded with 
furze and briars. A straggling path ran 
through it^ parallel to die road^ but. at some 
dij^tance, and, she believed, led to the lone 
house in the " boskeen.*' Her' eye .kept watch* 
ing this, path, every step she took. The moon 
shone full upon it, so as to enable her to dis- 
cern any. near object. Peggy, her head down, 
and her regards not visibly occupied, soon 
caught a figure^ rapidly striding along the path, 
through the clumps of furze and briars. As it 
abruptly turned towa»is a gap in^ the rdad* 
fence, some* yards before hw, she couM ascer^^ 
tain that this individual was closely muffled in 
^e ccnnmon female Irish mantle,. holding, as 
- Irishwomen ofteii do, the anqple hood gathered 

^^' round the face. 

•^ " That 's not a woman^s . step,'' thought 

P Peggy; as the figure issued: through die gap: 

^'' ' — ^^ and now, this will be: the -sorest trial of all." 

If ^ And, with her sospidoos, wdl migbt idie say 

¥' so. The gigantic resolution of her heart, so 
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long kept up» had just b^un to }rield to an 
admitted sense of relief : she had just permitted 
her mind to turn and acken aa the contempla- 
tion, of the hiUTors she had* witnessed and es- 
caped ; an opportunity at last seemed created 
for an indulgence, of the revulsion and weakness 
ofherwoman^s nature;*— «nd now again to call 
back her unexcelled philosophy; again to ndfy 
herself; again to arrest and fix the melting 
resohition ; to steady the polse-throb, tutor 
the very breath, prepare the very tones of h^ 
voice; this, indeed, was her sorest tnaL But 
it was her greatest too; for Peggy,, assisted 
a little by the shadows of night, came out of 
it still triumphant. 

^' Grod save you i*^ began the person m the 
cloak, in. a female voioe^ F^ggy gave the.usiiai 
response with a calm tone. 

^^ Are you for thravellin^ far, a*roon f^ con- 
tinued the new-comer. She said she was gomg 
to Dublin. 

^^ I 'm goin' there myself, an' we may 's well 
be on the road together.'^ 

" With all my heart, then,", answered P^ggy, 
and they walked on side by side. 
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^^ You Ve not of these parts, ma-coUeen, by 
your toi^ue,^ resumed her companion. Peggy 
ass^ited. 

^^ An^ how far did you walk to^y, a- 
chonra 7" 

^^ Not iKt\ not a step to-day; only ftom a 
house in A bosheen behind us, a few minutes 

^^ What house, a good girl ? do you mane 
the ould slateJiouse that stands all alone, in 
the middle o^ the lane?"*^ ^^gSY believed that 
was th^ very one. <<« 

^^ Lord save us ! what bad loock sent you 
there?'' 

^* None, that I know of; why ?" 

<^ It has a bad name, as I hear among the 
li^ghbours, and 'ud be the last place myself *ud 
face to, for the night's rest." 

<^ Well, aroon ; it '3 only a Christian turn to 
spake of people as we find *em ; I have nothing 
at all to say against the house ; an' may be it 
won't be long till I see it again." 

** That 's bould as well as hearty of a young 
girl like you. Did you come across die woman 
o* the house ?" 

VOL. II. o 
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'^ Yes ; and met good treatment firom her ; 
the good tey ; the good dinner; every thing of 
the best/' 

^' But what kind of a bed did you get from 
her, a-hager?** continued the catechist, speak*- 
ing very low, sidling to Peggy, and grasping 
her arm. This threw her off her guard. She 
shrieked, and broke from her companion, who, 
as she ran, fast pursued her; and the per- 
son's real voice at last sounded in her ear. * 

" Stop, Peggy Nowlan, or rue it I I know 
what you think of the bed you got now !^ 

The road suddenly turned in an angle ; Peg- 
gy shot round the turn : as her pursuer gain- 
ed on her, she heard the noise of feet ap- 
proaching in a quick tramp, and a guard' of 
armed soldiers, beaded by two msa in dvil 
dress, and followed by a post-chaise, met her 
eyes at a short distance ; she cried out again, 
and darted ampng the soldiers ; one of them 
caught and held her from falling, and she had 
only time to say — ^' Lay hands on the mur- 
derer !^ when nature at last failed, and Pe^y^s 
senses left her. 
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CHAPTER X. 

She recbv^ed to a sense of rapid motion, 
and found herself iii a post-chaise sitting 
beside a soldier, whose features, in the yet 
unbroken darkness of the winter'^s morning, 
were hidden from her. To her incoherent and 
timid questions her new companion spoke mild- 
ly, and in a voice that was very pleasing to her 
eaf. She had nothing to apprehend, he said. 
A gentleman who followed the military party 
in the post-chaise, recognised her after she had 
swooned away ; and as soon as the man, dis- 
guised in female attire, to whom she directed 
their notice, had been secured, he prevailed on 
the Serjeant of the little detachment to allow 
her an escort to Dublin, and get her forwarded 
to a hotel in Sackville-street, where he would 
soon join her. 

Peggy was as much astonished as pleased 

o 2 



292 THE X0WLAK8. 

at this infonnation. Who could her self-elected 
guardian be P What right had he, whoever he 
was, to gire orders about her ? and ought she 
to submit to those coders P would it seem pro- 
per for a young woman like her to go pas- 
sively to the hotel of a gentleman of whom she 
knew nothing, and there await his return P 

She asked the civil soldier to tell her the 
name of this person. The man had never heard 
it ' All he knew of him ^ras that he had called 
at Richmond Barracks, which place lay on her 
present way to Dublin, very early that morning, 
accompanied by a poltce-ofScer and a country- 
looking man, for the purpose of summoning 
a serjeant^s guard, to aid him in the apprehen- 
sion of certain people who lived a little way 
on from the spot where they had found' Peggy. 

^* That ''s the ould house in the bosheen,^ she 
thought, *^ and nothing else it is.^ 

^^ But what like gentleman was it that mate 
in the post-chaise P** 

The soldier could not even on diis pdnt 
give her any information. The seijeant only, 
of all the party, had spoken with the gentle- 
man, and had an opportunity of closely observ-i- 
ing him. For his own piirt, he did not kdow 
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aiQy thing about bim. J9e would not veuture 
to describe even hie height or age. 

Still P^gy woDdered» and^ amid all her troa* 
Ues and exlutustion, taxed herself to think. 
In, SL few. moments she resolved^ if possible, not 
io go to the hotel whitfaier the gentleman had 
requested her to be conveyed, and, encouraged 
Jby the very soothing manner of her compamon. 
aaid she had the most pressing business at 
another inn, the Old Brazen Head, and would 
thank him to bring her there. The soldier 
replied that he was not at liberty to conduct 
bar, himself, to one place or the other; he 
> jsould not see her even quite into town; in 
faxst, his orders were to drop her at Richmond 
Barracks, and there engage some other person to 
jivalk forward with her^. while he immediately 
.Returned in the post-chaise to the spot on which 
his services might be required. But he en- 
^^ed to enforce on the person that might take 
her on into town, the necessity of attending to 
all her wishes. 

With this promise, they arrived before the 

i^ntrance gate of Richmond Barracks. The 

attentive scddier got out ; and ^^ Here, sentinel »^ 

J^ .said, addressing the man on guard, as he 
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helped Peggy down, ^* Sergeant Goodge sends 
orders that you give this young woman in charge 
to the first man at hand ; she is much terrified^ 
a stranger in town, and quite alone ; let her have 
a safe guide wherever it is her pleasure to go ; 
to the Brazen Head, she says : and harkye,*^ in 
a low tone, '^ she ''s a respectable person, and 
must be treated as such."" 

^^The orders shall be cared for,*" said. the 
s^itinel, a staid man of middle age, who seemed 
to regard the thing only as a part of his military 
duty. 

^* Theft, good-b'ye, young woman,^ continued 
her conductor : ** I must be back again in the 
chaise as fast as the wheels can turn ; and I 
^y, my dear,^ in a mild, earnest tone, ^^ if your 
face is pretty, as I suppose it is, just keep it as 
well hidden, until you get to your quarters, 
from every other person you may meet, as you 
have from me ; good-b'ye." 

As he was about to re-enter the chaise, a 
country-dressed man got down from the driver^s 
seat : and the soldier asked, *' Hallo, who are 
you ?"" 

** A boy from the bpgs,^ he was answered, 
ip a voice of mixed shrewdness and carelessness ; 
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^^ a boy from the bogs, just come on the masther's 
business to town ; sure you seen me maybe wid 
him, on the road, when the coUeen stopt us, Sir."^ 
** Oh, I half remember you ; do you stay be- 
hind, now?^' 

^' If it^s the same to you, I ^d rather o^ the 
two.'' 

^^ I have no concern in the matter ; on, driver, 
as quick as you can :" and the chuse whirled off 
at a rapid rate, in the direction it. had come. 
What curosity ye all have in ye," muttered 
the boy from the bogs,'' as it whisked away. 
Ah, Tims," said the sentinel, addres^ng a 
man in a soldier's watch-coat, who that moment 
came, with a quick step, up to the gate — " is that 
you, lad ? returned from furlough so soon ?" 
. ** Yes ; returned this moment." 

"As you go in, tell Corporal White that 
here 's a young woman to go under escort to the 
Brazen Head Inn, by order of Sergeant Goodge." 
" As I shan't be wanted in Barracks till pa- 
rade hour, why I '11 take her in charge myself." 
" Well, do so ; and be careful of her ; none 
of your old tricks, mind ; the orders are that 
she is a respectable young woman, d'ye hear, 
and to be treated accordingly : — this good fellow 
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will 0ee you to your qunrterA) ywin^ wamfta^^' 
he added, addressing Feggyy who had hM back 
during the arraogement, carefully oovertaig her 
head with a latge shawls to avoid thediillUatt, 
as well as to escape observatioii ; for we oannot' 
say but that, the hypodiesis upon which faerfint' 
conductor had given his parting advice imght be> 
partially admitted by Peggy^ prim and humble . 
as she was. 

'' To th^ Qra^en Head, my fpA?^ asked ber- • 
new guide, offering' his arm. 

^^ Yes, sir,^ she answered, timidly, and>! »t 
his request, still mot* tia>% giving her «rm t 
they moved on together. 

*^ It^s a thing I o£tea hard,^^ soliloquized ^^ the * 
boy from the bogs,^ as he walked in their trains . 
but sufficiently distant to be unseen in the darlu 
nesss which^ notwithstanding that it fast ap- 
proached, to six o^cIock, still fully pre^railedr** 
** It^s a thing I often hard said, that them sed« ^ 
gers is all born divils ;.an^ when there/*s puvty 
craturesr in the way, lui such thing as .puttibu 
thrujst in.^em; so, well keep looki];iVoQBby\t]Mr .' 
way we didnH seci though our eyeswon^t.b^ * 
shet abit.'! . . .. : 

Unwillingly, yet cautious of showing dJadniat, * 
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Feggyi withcnit onc6 Bfting up her face; had 
taken- het companion'^s um. Although feeling 
a vepogaanoe to so close an intimacy vith a 
steange soldier, her conduct on this occasion 
was measured, too, by her country standard of 
behaviour, according to which she might inno- 
cently gtTe her arm, at a late hour, on a lone- 
some road, to one of her father^s workmen ; no 
consciousness existing, on either side, of any 
thing beyond the real service required and af- 
forded. She further judged^ with her usual 
prudence, that the man was accountable for her 
safe conduct; for she had heard delivered the 
orders respecting her ; and she knew enough of 
a aoldier^s duty to conclude that they must be 
strictly observed. 

Bat they had proceeded only a short distance 
on thdr way, when, in passing by a brilliant 
lanap^ that shone vividly upon them, the sol- 
dier stopped short, and in a jocular tone said — 
" iM '» see your face, my woman.** At the 
same time he touched the shawl that Peggy 
kept folded over her little bonnet, close down 
to her chin ; and she, not speaking a word, still 
held it tight, bent her head, and tried to avoid 
his bomtiny* 

o 5 
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^^ Crod save ye kindly,^ said their hithwto 
unseen obsenrer, coming indistinctly into view, 
whUe he chimged hi» voice, with much skill, 
and put on a foolish look. 

^^ Eh ! what does he say ?^ asked the soU 
dier. 

" Nothirf of any harm ; only Grod save ye.'' 
" Well, and what do you want, Master Pat ?^ 
^' Jack, i^ you plase ; Jack Lanigan, Sir, is 
the name o' me." 
" But have you any business with us ? '^ 
^^ It isn't a grate dale, Sir,^ dropping his jaw 
much lower, as with (to use his own word) ^* a 
moryah* humiKty" he took the front part of the 
leaf of his hat between his finger and thumb, in 
manner of salute, and so held it while he spoke ; 
** maybe, fur a good-will you 'd have towards 
me, you 'd tell us where one Mdly Houlihan 
stops; she's wid a misthress Taffy : a snug wo- 
man I hear ; an' Molly is all-in-all 'wid her." 

There really was such a woman as Molly 
Houlihan, a " gossip" to the speaker ; but he 
chose to bring in ;her name here, only, in a cer- 
tain strain, to support a character. - Molly had 
once been his neighbour, the wife of a small 

* Pretended humility. 
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farmery his god-mother« too; had become 
"broke, horse atf foot,'* — literally understood 
to mean ** ruined, in every shape and way f had 
gone to England with her son, to reap and 
bind ; on their return, when the son got mar- 
ried, had settled in Dublin, and was now ^^ a 
basket,^ a basket-woman, or a p(»rter to a re- 
spectable stall-vender of fish, in Pill-lane, the 
Dublin Billingsgate. 

The soldier laughed at the man^s request. 

" Avoch, you're welcome to your laugh; 
<Mily if you war could an' hungry, an' a poor 
sthray man, goin' the road among the hills this 
momin', an' axin me, Jack Lanigan, where 's 
the place my gossip lives, Jack Lanigan 'ud 
make you laugh, to rise your heart, sooner nor 
put the laugh on you, any how." 

" As you seem to say you 're hungry, there 's 
a trifle for you;" throwing a penny in the 
direction where, without being more than half 
visible, his new acquaintance stood : " further, 
I do not well understand you." 

He went to pick up the largess, and the 
soldier again addressed Peggy, pleading to see 
ber face. While searching about, the man 
continued to keep his eye upon them. Peggy 
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still reflSsted her guids'e itapottmtnty ; the eod» 
test arose- to something like a straggle ; and her 
shawl and bonnet at last fell' off, leiErangh^r 
features < fully exposed in- the Uj^t of the 
lamp. Peggy could now oidy cast down her 
eyes ; the soldier peered close ; but, itiatead of 
seeming pleased with the view of the very 
comely face thus presented, he started back, as 
if he had seen a spectre. 

The countryman had picked up the shawl 
and bonnet ; and now, as the soldier stept buck, 
he stept closer with them to Feggy : affectihg, 
aH the while, with his head bent, and his hat 
pulled over his eyes, to rub the dirt from them. 
We may, without any breach of the oonfideooe 
existing between this person and ourselves, tell 
the reader that all his manoeuvring of a closer 
advance, and a little delay, arose from avHush 
to look into the soldier^s face without showing 
his own ; and this curiosity again arose out of ji 
suspicibn, just come into his mind, that, boI^ 
withstanding the disguise of the high standing 
ck>llsjr of bis watcb^Gi»at, the individuaiimightJbd 
a certain personr with whom be was fontieri^ 
acquainted. Acting in jEarcheranee of Jiis view, 
heaccdrfitigly kept rubbing and bkiwing at dn^ 



sha^wl and homnHf.mVeggy fitoqd uwoyet^^ 
aod 8tret(jied out her hmd lor theo^i md 
glsncing sleaUiiily, now and then, towards be^ 
guide as be aaid-*^^ Hftve a. little pati^nee^ 
aJanaa;. ^* VU put the worth iv bispeimy upon 
thenii in- a dbanin'^; we war v^yeft'^ boy^; though 
we cum from the, bogs themselves^ that ^ud beg 
or take a diing widout givjn' something, for 
it;^ and, as the soldier atiU. drew.biu^k, into 
the shade of the waU^ he xopmii sideways 
after hi|n. 

It was in consequence of this wilful delay, .that 
Ee^^ yet: stood uncovered i«ad undisguised, 
und0r the strong glaive of the. lamp, as a ni^u^ 
coaNoh rattled up, from the country,^ on its way 
to the postH)ffice4 A young wonian was leaning 
from the window^ ^ther in vague hopes of 
recognising some friend at every moment, or 
ijmpelled by curiosity to observe as much of the 
metropolis aa could be seen by IcfmpJight. . Sb^ 
seveaQied'tQ' the coachman to stop; and while 
the soldier, attracted by her scream, started at 
her appeasanoe^ in another mom^t. Anty 
;N(iwlaa waa in her sister^s aims. 
. *•*? Is our eye^stghth good ?'' queried ** th^ boy 
firom. the Jbogs;" " wait^t's the other, sur« 
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enough. What the duouU-God forgive me! 
— Inrings 'em both heie? For the raatther 
o' that, what 's the raison the one or the 
t'other 'ud be runnin^ from their quiet home, 
where there 's pace an^ plenty of all sorts ? 
Well, I '11 have a purty job on my hands; 
lookin^ afther one wasn't enough, but there 
must be a couple to keep out o' hann'^s way.'^ 

They were yet clinging to each other when 
the guard cried out that the time was passing, 
and he must start. They did not hear him ; 
he sounded his despotic horn. Anty, shaken 
by her journey, and now by her emotion, be- 
came ill. He questioned Peggy as to her sisteFs 
libility to get in : Peggy did not know what to 
do or say ; but even if Anty was lifted into the 
coach, it struck her as a better resource than 
remaining under the protection of the soldiier : 
she had, however, to put on her own bonnet and 
shawl, which her unknown squire yet held ; 
and as, in her confusion and distress, she did 
hot reply to the guard^s last question, the 
door was clapped to ; the man of capes and 
handkerchiefs began to dimb up to his seat : 
$he heard him cry ^^ All rig^t ;" the impetu- 
ous vehicle rattled away; she screamed after 
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it ; was not heard or heeded ; and she and 
her young sister were left together, in the dark 
winter's morning, upon the immediate thorough^ 
fare into a great city, not knowing where to 
turn, but luckily ignorant^ at the same time, of 
the full extent of the danger and impropriety of 
such, a situation. And could she have witnessed 
the conversation that immediately ensued in the 
coach, Peggy would not have been cheered by 
hearing a good lady tell a feUow*traveller that, 
'^ all along, she had no good opinion of the 
young jade that just left them ; that it was a 
mighty umproper sort of thing to take up such 
runners-by-night, when a dacent person couldn't 
guess who was coming : and you see, honey,'' 
she added, in a tone of great good-nature and 
compassion, ^^ the sort she must be of, when 
she darts out, in the dark, to make hail-fellow- 
well-met with a common sthreet-walker, for- 
nent Richmond Barracks^' — all the while that, 
as she spoke, the young lady to whom she ad- 
dressed herself might, if it was lightsome enough, 
have discerned the arm of this charitable per- 
son closely circumscribing the waist of her next 
neighbour, a burly and gallant country mer- 
chant, going up to purchase goods. 



804 THE 190WI.A1I8. 

. ^ Excuse my awkwardness, young woman,^ 
resumed the soldier, after the coach had driven 
off, adtancing from the shade, m<»« closely 
mnfled than before, while Peggy drew back 
from him in resentment and apprehension : '^ex- 
cuse my awkwardness ; it was a soldier^s fittle 
freedom, nothing more. I \n sorry for it, now; 
and promise, on the word of a soldier, I ^11 not 
repeat it, but conduct you and your sister to the 
place you seek, and which I know very well^ 

^ Thank you, Sir; but we '11 try to find.it 
without assistance : come, Anty,^ taking her 
hand. 

" You 'U never be able to get on ; be sore of 
that ; and, at such an hour, the streets are par- 
ticularly dangerous, and full of bad people." 

** Indeed, and I. fear so," hesitated Peggy. 

*' Besides, young woman, I must give an ac- 
count of you to my superiors ; I have you in 
charge, and can'^t part you till you are safe.^ 

" God, of his mercy, direct us for the best !* 
said Peggy ; " for,** she continued, turning to 
him, while tears ran down her cheeks, ^* we are 
quite strangers in Dublin; come up after our 
father, who is ill — dying, 1 believe — at the 



Braz^u H^ad ; so. Heaven be your reward^and 
faring wtQ him." 

^^ Nerver . fear me^^ he answexvd, ^' you shall 
sooi^ .^ee.your father ;" and agam he softly dtffw 
Peggy's arm within his, and would have d(»e 
th^ same by Anty , but^ although she entirely 
conunitted herself to Peggy's arrangement* the 
seffiitive girl shrank, tremblings from him^ and 
took her way wd kept her place by her sister'a 
side. ... 

V I 'm a duoul's fool, to be sure, again fioli« 
loqui^ed ^^ the boy from the boga,^ as he again 
cautiously followed in their wake: *^ they say 
80|^ in.the counthry, any how; an' God help 
me> when the dance . cums on me* I believe I 'm 
as like a fool as any one I ever seea; but that 
makes no maxim. I 'd lay a bet, fool as I am, 
the ^od^r doesn't nume what 's right ; and if I 
hav^ a raison fear spakin', at the present time^ 
wid a voice that's not the same God ga^ me^ 
it^s not so by him, barrin^ he wasn^t upon, a 
bad schame ; so h^re goes to keep him within 
the^ lenth o' th' poor stick, wid A little run to 
help it/', 

A. good distance from the Barracjks, the 90I* 
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dier led the girls up a street to the right) and 
stopped with them before a mean-looking house, 
into which, as was evident to the persevering 
spy, the sisters were unwilling to enter. Yield- 
ing to the soldier's arguments, they at last did 
so, however. 

^^ Murther," continued their guardian with- 
out, ^^bud that^s a place I donH much like, 
(Aie way or other; 1^11 step in, an^ see wid 
my own eyes :— stop''— and at his own word, 
of command, he d^ stop in his advance. 
^^ That 's like the noise iv a scrimmage within — 
mostha, nothin' else it is C and he gave a ydl 
and a jump sideways to the half-open door. 
The g^ls met him on the threshcdd, as they 
rushed out, screaming, and wild with terror. 
He returned their cry, in a compassionate key, 
but nothing subdued for its good feeling; they 

shrank from him too, and 

. ^^ Have mercy on us, honest man !^ appealed 
Peggy, while Anty clung to her — " take jrity 
on the young crature — do not force her to go 
in — it's a wicked house, I'm sure of it— an' 
they wanted to take her from me I" 

^^ Then, may the duoul his own self, or else 
the duoul's mad bull, toss me on his horns, 
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widin an inch o* the shky, if I do any sich 
thing, a-lanna !^ answered the champion, flou* 
rishing his cudgel, as he grasped it at the pro- 
per point for battle.— -We felt some disinclina- 
ti<xi to record his oath; it seemed to us (adopt- 
ing a phrase that has not at all grown . into 
cant) verging on ^^bad taste;" and we ponder- 
ed, and sought for neater words to express the 
speakeir's energy ; but, with a due recollection 
of our trust as faithful delineators of character, 
our caution and our search were vain ; so that 
we even wrote down the very terms he used, 
and we beg of the reader not to mistake us, or 
be shocked with us for our veracity. 

^^ If you are in amest, save us then from this 
strange, deceitful man," continued Peggy, as 
the soldier re-appeared in the street— ^^ save my 
little sister, at least : I fear most on her account, 
from what I heard and saw." 

" Come here, my darlins— jest stand . for 
yoursefs at the back o^ me : and now let us see 
him foment us: — sarvent, misther sodger ;" with 
great coolness erecting his person in* somewhat 
of the same way any heroic champion of the 
fedr sex might be supposed to do it, if conscious 
that he stood as a bulwark between one or 
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more of thein» and their deadly fioe, man or 
dragon. 

** Why do you interropt the youi^ women, 
fellow P*^ demanded the soldier angnly ; ^ g«t 
out of the way, they are nothing to you*^ 

*^ Am^t they P why then dml take the liars 
in his big paw ; maybe you M say they *re not 
sisth^^s childer o* my own, that I have as good 
a right to, to fight for, as if diey war Lamgaais 
all over P" 

^^Com^Jach; mme of your Irish gibberish; 
fall back, and let me speak to my cousins.^ 

'^ Not a one step, then, to plase you ; an^ we 
calls that plain English in Munster, my chap 
IT a sodger.'' 

** You wonH, won't you ?'' ... 

^' By the stick in my hand I won't ; an* that's 
ais good as if I tuck an oath on the head of id;'' 

'< Then you must>-^4hat 's all." i ' 

He quickly approached, with intent to dif- 
lodge his opponent,: who, as if in sporty made 
one or two agile movements round bhn, and die 
soldier came .to the ground, heels uppermost, 
merely by the dexterity of the toe, without aid 
of bludgeon : and *^ Take cai?e^ now^ or you 'Uibe 
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falliii'," said his aatagomst, damnng back to bis 
charge. 

^^ Sooimdiel r cried the soldier, losing all 
temper, as he sprang up and drew his bayonet ; 
5< I know you, sow ! and must I, a second time, 
meet such treatment at your hands ?^ 

^^If it^s a thing you don't Uke,^ answered 
'the odier, his face settling in determination, 
wy * God be wid you, boy !' an^ jest run while 
you have the use o' the two legs. Whoo, bother,'* 
as bis aimed foe still advanced, ** here we are 
agin, then, like a May4)oy.^ 
' He resolutely darted forward, flourishing his 
cudgel about his head and before his person, 
with such dexterous rapidity as to make its cir- 
cular motion resemble that of a chariot-wheel, 
in full speed. The bayonet flew some yards 
from the soldier's hand. 

^^ Down on your cursed marrow bones^ now,'' 
pursued the victor, collaring him, **what you 
didn't do these thousand years — down on your 
hankers, I say ! or, by the soul o' man, I '11 whip 
die head o' your showldhers as clane as ev^ I 
; cut a hanful o' barly : kneel down, I bid you !" 
^forcing Mm to his ki^es, *' put up your two 
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haadsy and ax thm pardon : spake T' drawing 
the hooked blade of a large country couieau^ 
within a hair's breadth of his throat. 

<( Well, I do ask their pardon."' 

^^ An' God's pardon ?"' making another move* 
ment of the blade. 

^^ Yes ;"' grumbled the half-choked man. 

'' An' mine ?"" 

" And yours.*" 

'>Very well: get up, now;*" giving him a 
shove that set him sprawling — ^'get up, now, 
an" go practice at your tar-gate.*" 

^^ Just let me have my bayonet;'" walking 
towards it. 

" Call to-morrow, a-vich,"" snatching it up : — 
^^ make off wid yoursef — go to the duoul, where 
you're thravellin" day an" night— -run out of 
the one road wid me — cut your stick — ^manin" to 
say, take yoursef out o' my sighth !"" During 
these separate exhortations, the conqueror, 
holding the bayonet in his left hand, and in- 
cessantly flourishing the good cudgel with his 
right, gradually worked himself into a mad 
caper round and round the soldier; and— *^ 
^^whoo;"" he continued, intently watching the 
wonders of his own feet — ** whoo ! you say you 
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have a knowledge o^ me-^an' so you have—* 
(daoul thank you)— to your cost — ^whoo f here's 
the b<5y that 's not ashamed o^ what they christen- 
ed him — ^ and thereupon he yielded his usual 
stave, only varying one word,- by way of pre- 
sent compliment — 

" My name it 's Conolly the rake> 

I don't care a sthraw for any man ; 
I dhrinks good whishkey an* ale^ 
An' I'd bate out the brains of a sodger-man— 

WhoD I" 

The battle between Peery and his antagonist 
had continued but a very short period, during 
which the sisters looked on in trembling ^anxiety, 
fearful to risk further peril, by a flight they knew 
not whither; now, their recognition of Peery, 
as he threw off his feigned voice and character, 
and most convincingly proclaimed his own name, 
gave them, in the first instance, great reUef ; 
and with a " Thank God !" they pressed each 
other^s hands, and awaited his leisure to return 
to them, 

"Scoundrel, I'll reckon with you for all 
this,'' mutterM the soldierj about to withdraw. 

" Aha V^ cried Peery, suddenly stopping his 
buffoonery, and changing into a wild yet stern 
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▼igonrv as he again darted at theman^s throat—* 
"^ an^ I a'most forgot to make my eye-eighth sure 
o' jfoii— ^how us your face, a-bouchal — '^ in a 
vmce BiiiBciently low to be lost to the sister»-^ 
"yes-^it*s your ownsef— but I wotft be the 
man to hould you here :— -we know w^ere you^re 
to be had for the axin\ I Tl jest lave you to 
them that gets their bread by ketchin* rogues o' 
your sort— only be off, I say, out o^ saghth an' 
hearfai' of her that one look from you 'ud kill an' 
murther ! — there — ^go your ways — " And the 
soldier ran down a lane, and disappeared. 

*^An^ come now, my poor sowls o^ girls; 
come wid me ; an^ let us go the wide world, 
wherever we like, our ownsefs." 

** Are you hurt, Peery, my poor boy ?" 
asked Peggy, kindly. 

^* Sorrow as much as a scratch. Miss Peggy, 
an', for a rason I know, that you won't tell any 
body that 'ud be axin you — maybe it 's not the 
first time we made a fool o' the bagnet. Wait 
abit, an* let us put it up ; there, now ;" sling, 
ing it with a piece of cord at his back, in the 
way his compatriots sling their ^ckles, or, as they 
call them, ^^ rapnn'-hooks,^ when they issue 
forth, over land and sea, in quest of harvest. 
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work*— '^ Ibat 's siiug ; an^ whea a tiaiidy smith 
bates it out a little, an^ makes it crooked, an^ 
puts teeth into its head, it 111 save the price iv 
a hook for the next sason, I'*in thinkia^ ;r-HBQ, 
cmne; sure I know where you want to go, 
v^y pets;' 

^^ Then you know the way to the Braaeo* 
Head ?^ asked Peggy. 

" Know the way ? to be sure I - s top ; now 
that I think of it, bad manners to me if I do. 
But sure I know what you want there ; poor 
Daniel, the father, is sick, an' ye can't make 
him off; so here^s to set out on the road^ 
any how : though, what way,^ in a low tone to 
himself, '^ Peery Co>nolly no more knows, nor 
if be war a gor^oon o' two months oukL^^ 

While he thus half soliloquized, (a habit to 
which he was much addicted, and which gave 
one o£ the reasons why he was rej^ded^ ^^ in 
his own part o' the counthry,'* as *^ not right in 
bis mind,^ it being a prevalent opinion that all 
derimged persons talked as much to themselves 
as to others) — ^while thus employed, he was^ in 
turp, closely observed by an individual, who, if 
dress and personal conformation did not de- 
ceive, might have been half maseuline, half femi* 

VOL. n. p 
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wine. She, Jiawever, lud daim to the faooour 
of being one of the softer sex. She wHs broad 
buik.JtB a Doblia ooakheaver : . she wove iilman s 
doat^ buttoned, close to the chin, m man^shat, 
pressed' flat in the crowns and forced, over a 
mob-cap, for she would assert female attire ; add 
from the knees downward,* ajchimitly gathered 
^luBBey-woolsey pettieoai more decidedly intimAt- 
•ed'her preteAsiens* Under die hal apd cap 
•appeared a red, weather-beaten^ nm^-featured 
fiijee.^ A flat, cfeaUov badcet was tucked under 
(ter arm; ^sA aisbut'-an inch of a black pi^ 
was held betweenrfaev'teethi 

^' Whisht,^ said this questionable peifson to 
herself, as she bante:^ Co a dead stop ; ^^ t8fn*t that 
Peery Conolly from Tipperaiy ? My sowl to 
ghn y hut it *a very 'like bim m the faack.^ 

^ ^ Then you do not know the way, Pe^ry ?* re- 
sumed Peggy, :in evident distress^ and perhaps 
giving. some sdope to a dread even of her de- 
fender, as cid recollec^ons eame to her mind^^ aad 
she) found herself completely in bbpowi^t* : 
' ^^ I jist kilow as much aboi:^ it^ a&if we^dhrbp- 
pbd 'from the clouds, out, this moment tibutiif 
WIS could come 06 the road, to Molly. HcMiUi- 
han, that stops wid a Misihress. Tafiyv a siiiig 



.voafan^ ai Fill 'Laiiey she^d bnngrsAdo it, m> 
itottbt.'' '' : ' ' • ^-^ ' • -'-.^ • I ;. 

'^ ;^^.lt V'Ma awnsefy^ tesumed tte pei%oii al- 
luded -io^ maWiinuob nteaensp.M hiiti.than he 

' thought'tif 4 *^ hx^ he -b t&lkhf d^me^i the poor 

f ' ^^ But aeTBr :mind id^ MUb 9^gj. ixi* Mi6s 

lAiOty.^ a^la!Dtia>;^ . the' mdmiii^ -^iU aodn be dfmdn^ 

oaut,' aft well ai it oaxiy in this^pfece^ iinVfbr the 

'thaeo^ the yoar that ^9 iii- id*; .im^. sniie^we imve 

I tongues in x>ar ^heads r ddH^tlbQ. aDbtt afeisurd ; 

-'there' ^s iieither h«^ not/ kiariiia^ shame ii6r 

shkandle,lll come n^tDcniar^^nvftile Beerj's 

four bones hould togjather/" - V . ^ '■''■- 

f- " Wait notir,'^ contimied MoUj^ /^ tmtil :I 

take a shtart ont iv: hinf • 1 -> ' / . v* 

She .hafitiiy put tip hi^vfaliu^ pipe4stump ; 

> wiped het mouth with the steeveof her man^s 

"t^ostt ; caught her flat, basket with both vhands ; 

-jiaised ifc aloft ; and baying stept softly after 

^i^^iy, as he tamed his back and talked on, 

con^rilaiefitQd his shoulders iri^h such a crash 

"<of ^^'Wiokermrk as made bim shout aloud — 

l-thusgreetiiig' him^dinring hersalujbe— ^' Mu^^ha, 

- bad^ fend to you^ for one Feery ConoHy ; an' is 

uid4hBi»yo\l a?eytlus;mornin'?''. . . ' 

? 2 
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^ Wboie's die'ApMig T cried Peery; un- 
sHoging tbe bayonet,' ibiid i^fa^og found ;' but 
looking vlottr, he amn ohangod his manofir; 
and oodteiitng biwadtf.with an ^fieii-baildsd^ 
kng drawn ** dowoe,^ acrdu the sidarof bap 
head^ afFeotioDBtely piped out-^^^ Atri^^ 
Mally, hov V eriery inch o^ you i^ 

^ Bporfe an' beartyy goiflip;«*-4M^ to, here I 
findiyou?V 

^•My motber^s «an ;^ and the mittor loi^e- 
safotea.took pkoa 

^ Wfao.^ thean by the fiid« o- you, Peery f^ 
glancing suspiciously, with the air of a woman 
of untainted virtue, at the two girk, who shrank 
back fbotn her in some tef ror. 

*^ Whiflht^ it 's a sbaqtie for yoU| MoUy, so it 
is^ 111 teU you who they Hre ; att' you 're jist ui 
time to kftid a helpin^- hand.''* 

^^' Why, what conearn would I have wid sioH 
aa them, why ?'* 

. ^ Bother, MoUy, I Ul show you the ups an' 
downs iv id.^ 

£y^y 'thii^ now created au«pioion fal the 
bmaiMto of th^ two poor gtrls> It appeased to 
Aniy thfU some further mischief wa^^ intended, 
she. became again iU, and sank suddenly. It 
Peggy's arms. 
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^^ Is(;t)tot id?^ resHtxned Molly, intevruptipg 
mid bifeakitig lAWAy (fMi Peery'fir «tory, a»d ^al* 
loping to them;, ^^muidiai miutha) my poor 
ehMdiier— ^ochj siurther, kcve^s aoe o^ tfaem> all 
8S one as stobe-dead i^ 

** MoUy , a sthore,^ whined Peery^ •^jistput 
an arum round her, I ^m shv tb do id/^ 

^^ Oh» if you have Christiali hearts, liel|i us T 
eried Peggy, ** we are strangers here^ without 
money or friends; our fatiler is dying or dead, 
iu Dublin, we don^t kdow wbere^ and we canH 
find him ; give my little sister a help, and God 
will reward you." 

^* m tell you what, a-voumcen," answered 
Molly, ^^ I lives hard by in a dacent cellar ; jist 
come home wid us, you an*" your darHn'' little 
sisther, stop till the broad day wid poor Molly 
Houlihan, an^ if she war to pop the last o" the 
duds on her back^ (no great promise, how^vel*) 
^^ye must have the good bed an^ somethin^ to rise 
your heasts, an*^ all wid the oead mille phaltea^ 
as we used to say among the poor hills — '" 

" Yes, a-graw," urged Peery, " atf sor- 
row 's the sowl but MoUy ^ill come foment you-^" 

^^ Yes, an' whin the christhens are all up an^ 
kickinV sn^ when the little girl is as well a^ 



318 THE NOWLATTS. 

evjer, 8Ur^ we ^U make off the ould daddy for 
you, dead or alive, if he ^s to be had in Dublin 
town ; come, a-xhorra-ma-chree f seizing Anty: 

« Well,** said Peggy, still heatating, " 1 'H 
take your kind offer, but, for die love 6f God, 
do not deceive "usf If you are not a proper 
woman, if you do not mean us well — listen ib 
me : there 's no wish in my heart to vex ydu; 
I'm sorry 'if I have; but 'tis all the terror! 
We have already suffered so much and by sut^ 
people f ^ood, blessed woman, take pity on 
us ! do not bring us to harm ! on my two bare 
knees I pray to yoii-^let us lie down here m the 
streets, any where, any thing, sooner thaii that 
'•^— for we are honest people's children, and ti^ 
abhor a Sin." 

" The short an** the long is, a-Toi!imeen, I 
see somebody very like the sodger comifl* back, 
wid his faction to help him, so make the best 
o' your way at once wid MoUy," said Peery, 
as, looking down the street, he fastened the 
bayonet on the stick. 

Peggy started up from her knees and called 
to Molly to come away : '^ I trust you, I do 
indeed," she added, '* I put Anty into your 
hands ; come, I '11 help you to bear her off." 
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" Come then, my darlins ; decaive you ?" 
/* Whisht, Molly, tbali's all bother, you 
Iqidw," remonstrated Peery ; *^ if there > s^ 
buman crature can look on tkem^ an' mane^them 
wrcnig at the same time, my curse, an' the curse 
q! Saxnt FathricI^, an' their own mother's curse 
on their h^ad3, that 's alL Run, my darlins, 
they see u^ !" 

r ..V Quick, <j[uickr, cried Beggy ; . but sb^ 
stopped ,an instant to say — ". Woman t GW 
/^ dpi to you and ypurs^ as ypii do to us r , 

.^} Wid aU my heart !" answered JWfoUy, and 
^ ween them they hurTied.away with Anty^ 
jieayipg tj^eery to brave the rallied anger of the 
j^r^OQ he had treated so unceremoniously a 
few minutes before, and who now came back, 
inc|^^a3 he suspected, attended by a gr^up of 
rjLilpSai^ly fellows in ordinary costume. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

EAiLr upon the morning ahet Anty^s sudden 
departure from home, David Shearman, having 
returned to his father'^s sooner than he expected, 
walked over to visit Peggy. He found Cauth 
Flannigan in a state of the greatest terror and 
consternation. Her story was that the house 
had been broken into during the night, and rob- 
bed of ail the money in it, and of her ^^ young 
misthress, Miss Anty,^ too; for, unaware of 
the previous presence of the guest whom Anty 
had secreted, the poor ^rl could suppose no- 
thing else, when, getting up at her usual hour, 
she found the desk open, and Anty gone. 
To his repeated questions, David Shearman 
then, for the first time, learned that Peggy was 
also from home, and Daniel Nowlan before her ; 
and the young man stood stupified with horror 
and alarm, not knowing what to do, when Mr. 
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Long^s confidential steward entered the house, 
and stunned him by teHing another strange 
story. 

Some days before, the man said, his master 
had recdved, from a person who foamed one of 
the gang, private information that Long Hall 
was to be plundered on It paaticalar night, asid 
its pn^rietor deprived of life. The infonner 
wrote his letter first in the hopes of. reward, 
next with a clause for; self-prese^y^tion. . He 
stipulated that^ if Mr. Long .^rould {iledge . hi% 
honour to give him a thousand pounds ^i^ 4 
promise of pardon, he would enable hiixvJ^Q 
save property and life, and tq detecjt the p^ot^* 
ters. Mr. Long acceded by .letter to hU t^i^s^ 
and the man, no longer disguising hisftaipj^^ 
which was Studfii wrote back, another lin^ ap- 
pointing a meeting with Mr. I^ong, ia Dublin, 
from the neighbourhood of which city, be ssiidr 
the gang were to go down to tli^ country^ i 

Mr. Long accordingly went to Puhl«^ 19, 
great priyacy, arranging to writ^. Jjftc}^ . ti9 hip 
steward the necessary advices ;.. and ^th^^ qpOk 
fidential servant sopn got frc^mhimi^ mt^ of 
the night when the house was to be.att^oke^i 
^th othier particulars. The gang werfi to con^ 

p6 
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dat df'fixir) one a womttiiof ihe aiiiie>ofMag* 
^7 No<wlati^ wfafHn tist. Long and the Btewaid 
knew; twoniea Irom Dublin, whom Studs idao 
naiiMd; India iaiiitliniia), a sQldier^ whon be 
would not further describe, but^ he Added, wbom 
Mr. Long would Fcoognize when they metlaeeio 
&ce. After theiSQoeipt of thts letter, the. stew- 
ard Mt ^about taking the. meaamres ppeirieiialy 
'agreed on betvpeen him and the writer, and 
^ which it ' agaiB • enfooroed. Wilii . the utmost, te- 
trecy, a party i of milkary were obtained^ horn 
' Nenagb, andieoncealed in the house ; and a inan 
who, before Mr* Long- lelt the country^ had» the 
steward betieved^* hifiimated sone further kziow- 
ledge of the plot^ and particularly of the iden- 
' tity- of the soldier whom Studs decHned to 
* hatne, w^nt off to join Mr^ Long in Dublin. 
This pecson young Mr. Sheannaa well knew; 
Peery Gonolly* And now came ihe end of (he 
story. The appointed m^t iffiivedi Some:of 
the soldiers were stationed in the hoMsa ; ' ^me 
out of sight, around it The lighti&were extin- 
guish^;* and when erery thing gwre stga&x)f 
repoBe, thei^ robbers were pimctuaUy heard /mak- 
ing way through a lower window. HaTiog been 
id'fowed to gain the inside of the hQuse, and to 



coimneftce tii^ir pluoderixi^, little exeorficte w^s 
neoeaflary in apprehendiiig them^ Bat^ber wof- 
man and- the tvro DnUni tUevie8ahii»'a|>pe«re4* 
^The* mysterious soldier • bad not > at .ail cbiae. in 
^eir. When closely (|ire8titfDCfl^ abcml hikii» tbe 
prisoners, would give na ana^rer^ eitoepfe tllitt 
he had spent part of tbe tnght in Daoliel Now- 
xUm'e house; and it was tbia hnnt Jfchat sent 6vfr 
'die steward the night befoi%. when be.«^t 
"Anty on the road^ tmd that aisoxaa^^ ttie prse- 
sent meeting between fa^vand^DcmdSbe^D^ap. 
When appUed to en the aid^to^ then, and 
110W5 poor Cauth waainlyTr^sisb$d^>of.«coiir^5 
ffoch a boas insiniEation ;:and the .^le- new infor- 
mation she could svpfi]^>finlyi.d^v9d fiirther to 
perplex the zeabua steward* < ^What was best 
to be dcMie ncneof Ihemtoouid donjeeture ; ^at 
steps the stewami- was it take for .isecuring this 
*ninknown person^ or Dasid to* discover bis 
Peggy and het< sistser^ or Cnsti) . to get ev^y 
body baek^ and to keep the life in f ^ ber poor 
onld misdiress of all,^ wholly at death's doqr, 
•stunned and ttnnrified by what she heard^, aj^d 
/0#y able to scream aloud ox* se^ld her at- 
tendant. 

At lengUi, 'giuded fayCauth's mentionjing 
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the Brazen Head, in DiiMiii, as the pkce to 
irhioh, no doubt, feggy bad gone after her 
Auher, David formed hi* reaoltrtian. He ran 
home for his best horse.' A» he got iilto the sad- 
dle, his father^ infcnnatkm, previously supplied 
to Peggy, but which he had not befot^ te«> 
ceived, made him sure that aU irouid be right; 
and hastily shaking hands with his amassed pa;- 
lent, he galloped off along the Dublin road, 
detennined to take fresh horses whenever he 
could find thetti, and not stop, night or day, 
until he should reach the metropolis. And 
accordingly, some' hours l>efore the sisters en^ 
tered Dublin, David had gained it. He knei*' 
the old Brasen Head in Bridge-street very well; 
it was a great resort for honest oountry-iEblk, 
from every part of Ireland : and he had once or 
twice before experienced its quiet, old-lashioned 
accommodation. In a short time, therefore, he 
was thundering at its masidve door ; nor hsA he 
to thunder long. *^ Boots'^ Was up, as in *duty 
bound, to welcome such travellers as might ' 
arrive by the six oVlock coaches from 'country* 
parts, and who, at audi an hour, in the deptln • 
of winter, could scarce expect the 'homage' of 
a more sprightly attendant of the o&or sest; 



'^ Whs iheie a Mr* ^Nowlsa in the- house P^ 
Dftyid nskedy as soon us Ihe hftlf«live, palHd 
Qr^ture appetved, with an inch of candle in his 
haiud^ "Yess there was." "An old gentle- 
man?*' "Yes.'' " Fi?oia the country ?" "Yos^ 
indeed.^ '' Had he: been iU r '' He bad, but 
wasbetter, and walking about now," "Was 
there a young lady with himH-hitf dac^hlef ?" 
"No." " No ?" *' No, in troth s oc* a liying 
sotiil belonging to him, man, woman, . op cbikL?' 
l>avid wrung his hands aivl .alaifvpediabout. 
Peggy ought to have been la Dublin sinoe that 
hi^r the previous mcHiiiiig. , Wb^ had bficome 
of her ? He asked the nunsJber- 6f SSanid Now* 
lan's room ; rushed up stairs ;• awoke the old 
man; and, with little precaution, told him of 
P^gy's departure to seek him, two ni^sts be- 
fore, $lnd of the sudden and unaccountable 
disiippearahce of Anty oti the night foUowiog, 

Daniel Nowlao, weak and exhausted as he 
was^ fainted at the tidings. When restoned 
ta his • senses, his grief was .so childish, that 
it reminded David of the necessity to. master 
hb own passion, and summon up his stieDgth 
of mtod* He feaiTed the old man's rdlapee 
into the sickness from which he Jiad juat 



WS fits KOWLAHft. 

4ttii>vanRl: ^ . aikd to send for- mdk&l rafibiflt^ 
fliiee mis hia fivst prcHXediag^ * But wLeor the 

4ind after Bamel ' Nm4«ti took smne. qoietiqg 

medicuie, hu jmtng friend prevailed DuhuniiD 

4iam hope, abd b^nd his thoughts to consider 
what was best to be attempted. 

Before they prooeedcd to the urgent itu^ter 
in. hand^ however^ Ihmd . ascertatned that* ail 

.atteaipfca^to find out the. sailor who had cailed 

(himself John Nowian, had hitherto proved 
«iKirtiv&. Then they partook of a hasty and 

^scarce' needful bveakfast.; and when it mus 
falKMid d8ylight5 got into a hackney ooach^ and 

.drove to the office of Ihe Lim^ok maili in 

<Dawson^street. 

.. Immediate, though Mlltorturing information 
here awaited them. They learned thatL^tBe 

'^ooadi in which Peggy. had coime up^hadbrdeen 
down near Dublin; that -she^ had been over- 
looked in the conf usk>a, and not since heard ci£ ; 

'>and the guard of theother coadi^ which had oon- 
veyed Anty from the country, further *suppyed 
an account of the meeting beti««een the .<iigt6ris, 
near Bidnnoad £arracks, and of thcdr harritig 
been left, se^ningly under the^^o^eetton ^ef^a 



Bdldier, ^befote tfa^ gftte^ To Bichmond'fiaD- 
mcks. David! and Daniel next repidred^ The 
deotindi who bad bfeo: qa duty, ait the likae ip 
:que3ti(in» cmfirmed tbe ^accioiuil «fi the guaid, 
uddiiig that they^ had walked on iatd town 
^th the soldi^ flfK>k€d iofy ^abd ivho56 Bame 
was Tims. • r ^ . . . ., 

Upon^ tbU| David proposed^ diat he and' the 
)old man should {art, add go • lefpidriMidjjr ? into 
i every public house on their w^ioimHlB town, 
[and afterwards meet at a.poli<Se offioi^ of wineh 
) be inquired the sat^iatioii and addreissvand gaive 
• both ^ to Donid^ His ad^ee- seemed' good ; it 
i was aceeded to by the 'father^ aod they parted.* 
With a flashed cheek, fmrched hfis, streaming 

eyes, and his white hair flying neglected from 
Mai^ his broad^brimmed, country^farmer hat, 

Daniel -Nowltti w^t into many public houses, 
iiaddng: vague and abrupt questions about his 

tsfaiUren^ whieh^some answered with concern, 
, ^cinie with indiflferenoe, some with ridicule, and 
^aU< without satiafiaction to hfin* Wherever be 
; met a soldier in the street, to him he particular- 

lyjattdmofit oamestly directed bis aaquiries; 
:4StiU uselessly, however: undl, after w^iag a 

good way down Thomas street, twp others. 



mhom, 04 thi^y itQcxJ talking on the flag-wayi be 
suddenly addressed, seemed peculiarly moved 
by Us questions. : 

But as we npw turn upon the pivQt of our 
history, it will be needfid, with the reader^s in- 
dulgence, to preface the interview between "Df^ 
niel Nowlan and these two soldiers, with some 
eonversa^on that passed between themselves be- 
fore he came up. 

They had accidentally met, in mutual agita>. 
tion, though of different kinds. One, wjio was 
unarmed, almost ran along the street, his face 
inflam/ed by half-suppressed rage, ^and his eyes 
often cast behind, as if to note whether or no 
he was pursued. The other also moved, .in an 
opposite direction, at a very quick pace, .and 
his features were also disturbed, but it would 
seem rather with anxiety and terror than, with 
anger. So much were both absorbed, apd so 
rapid their motion, that they had nearly jostl^ 
against each other ere a recognition took jfdape. 
Then they stored for some seconds ii| silence, 
like old friends met to enter upon a business 
that must break their friendship for ever. . 

" I was looking for you, Frank,''' began the 
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soldier whose feelings appeared to be those of 
great anxiety. 

*< Hush r he was answered in a whisper, 
'^ how often have you promised to sink that 
name ?^ 

^* Tell me in one word,^' continued bis com- 
rade, gasping-*-" what have you done with the 
young woman given into your care at the Bar- 
rack-gate this morning ? That you are the man 
I have been informed, by the sentinel in whose 
charge I left her."" 

** Brought her where she wanted to go, to be 
sure; you'll find her at the Brazen Head: 
good-b*ye. I have some business in hand.'*^ 

" Stop, Sir ; I don't believe your story.** 

" Indeed ? and why so?* recovering his ha- 
bitual self-possession. 

" Did you know wh6 she was?'' demanded 
the other slowly, as he fixed a look on Frank. 

*^ No ; how the devil could I .^— 'twas pitchr 
dark, and her head so muffled up ; and I in no 
humour for a frolic; I know nothing at all 
about her.^ 

" I don't believe you again, Sir.'' 

'* You don't, don't you ? let me pass, I say." 
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^* A word ^ first, listen ivieU to me. When, 
after nearly ivf^ years df suflbring and-sorroiv^ 
I met you in the Indies, the very day you 
took the king^s bounty and entered the fiame 
regiment with me, you told me tkU of- haaxH 
You said your nude had turned you out for 
nuff rying Peggy Nofwlan ; that your fatber 
would not receive you; that.Pe^y herself 
was unkind aad ungrateful to you; that you 
had no means of earning a shilling fiir her Or 
yourself; that,liifacst, you were starving \ that, 
foreed to the last resource, you embarked li>r 
the chances of the patriotic «trug^e in Soulh 
Ameiiea; and faiHog in that, worked yoiUr way 
to where I met you, and were then glad to ^p^ 
list as a private soldbr.^' 

*'Ay;weU?^ 

" Listen, I say. After leaving the . you^ig 
woman at the Barraok->gate this moming, pnljr 
a few hours ago, do you know whei^e I yranti 
and on tvhat kind of duty ?'' en 

*' No; I had but just walked up taSk»igM, 
returning from furlQUgh,-<-was not in th# bar- 
racks when you were first called out, 4Ut^, instil 
I went into town with the girl, heiird ^otbing.i^ 
the matter.'' v„,.^ 



'^ Well; sofaf J trust yon* Did you see 
youriiDde -oqi finibugh^ Fnnk, mad thvow your** 
self OB yoar knees to liitn, as you said you 
would? But, BO matter' ftr. your answtr; 
Hear me on. Hear on vhat diuty I went out 
of: Dublin, with tiie serjeaakV guard, this mora* 
mg. We went, led by a peac&officer, and dutt 
Mry unde^ Ffank^^ 

t^^ Damnation T' interPuptdL. Ihe. hearer, 
thrown -off jus gastsd^ and atartii^'back^ . 
: ^* By that i^ery unde, to take into custody 
two okl friends of yours, in the lone bome^ 
aboisf fifteen miles from toiwn." 
. >< Whom do you mean P Did yoa take 
-fhem?'^ ' 

'^ They are now in Kilmainham jfail, eharg'«- 
ed as aceomplices before the fact in a rob- 
jbery at Lolig Hall, the night before- the last; 
^that^' white M Ag^ lies^ in Nenagk pmoB, 
ifoiig widi her two cooa|}anions,^ on the.spot^ we 
have here secured b& wretched mother and 
<htii8lbe(N-«^ ... 
■^ 1* li' thought as TOudi, by ••i**^! .1 knew 
when ^diat scoundrel turned back, almost at 
^ttuftt stage,: it was to peaeb!--<-it^a all out 
now ! no use of baipming you any lofig^P'*— help 
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me to cut «ff» that '& all ; I '« in your hUnds. 
Tell Bie«*-liat Studs blabbed of me to nqr 
uMle r* 

^^ No. He dedined at first to mention your 
aame, and this momiog it van out of his po!HW 
to do so. Gaiey and her soa had murdered 
Wm." 

^^ Say you so ? the best of their gpod deed«i 
by*-— ! They found out ib» villains tt^a.- 
chery of eourbe. Where did it happen i"^ 
, ^ We found the body in a coal-hok in their 
house.^ 

^^Well, good'b^ye, there's but a run four il: 
will ray unele prosecute me ?*' 

'^ Stop, I charge you again, but not on that 
account. In the horror and revulsian of my 
heart I leave you to youi" God for that< and 
fear nothing from your unde, he does jiot y^ 
Joiow who the soldier is that Studs refused to 
name. I alone, Frank, exclusive x>f your JOr 
femal accomplices, guess you to be the man^ 
because I know you vrent on furlough to the 
country. And that brings me to my ■* wm 
point— "• 

^^ How did you hear all about the vit^ at 
Long^Hall?^ 



^^•Frotn yoOi' tfticle' hitaself. ' Wheti I went 
back to my party, a few hours ago, I-knew bhn 
the moment I looked upon him ; and, having 
tnken an oppdrtnmty to safy who I was, he told 
me all the fiiets X hate told you; He told me 
ttMire, Frank. He told me the real causes of 
your sudden flight from Ireland, and about the 
decsepdve and shockhig letter too,' yel tmex*- 
platned to him, whioh you wrote ^om London.^ 

'^ There waa no deception in diatlettet, -I 
wrote it a few days before the Appointed day 
when, according to the black-cap, I was' to 
swin^; and, without my expecting jt,^^iideed, 
without my caring, — ^a change aS the senletioe 
ineto transportation for life, whkk tHey CEllIed a 
merciful pardon, ca^e to faand/'^ 

^* And — heavenly Judge of h^art6 !" exckim« 
0d his companion, much agitated, ^from that 
eventual sentence, which was in^ed cft^rdful, 
you escaped, I suppose, to the plaice where I 
met you alaroad ?" 

'J*' The good preacher is shocked," meeEed 
Brank ; ^^ why, Sir, haTing a wit to do it, wooM 
you have me remain the wretch 1 was ?'* 

:*^Horribler clasping his hands, as h^step- 
ped back, ^* all this is more dreadful ev^ than 
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I had' beafd or thmight. I had hapgd tkat 
letter was only « fidflehood. I had hoped die 
husband of Peggy Nowlan*-*"^ 

<^ Pshaw, Sir, liei me pass on, I say, or keep 
roe here if you like or dare ; for her sdce, keep 
me here : yoa see I hate not amoiaeDt to ioie^ 
'between Maggy, her mother, and brother, and 
the two other bunglers, my name and identity 
cannot remnaiii unkisown from my uncle *9snd 
the world, and^ considering this, act as y<»i 
' please.** 

' /^^Eveii supposing your accomjdices to b^ 
stledt, there is one man, who, the moment he sees 
your uncle, from whom he is now separated by 
chance, will make the discovery: he saw you 
larking about Long Hall for some days before 
the attempted robbery." ■■. v . 

- **l guess the man; his name is Conolly.'^ t 

^^ It is. But I wish not, fbr all we have, talk- 
ed about, to 'be the person to ensuite your ftrte 
to you. I bid you stay only to satisfy me: on 
the first question I asked, and out of which our 
taUc has grown. Wh^n I told you I did not 
believe your assertion of ^ the young tromon 
you held in diarge being unknown to youj I is^as 
bound to rfiow you why, by showing you tbat 



y0aT>\mc\e*s aocount of your fli^t from Irdmid 
w^s.diflfetent from your owtat, mid that, by your 
deliberate falsehoods yoa had forfeited alldli^me 
%omy belief! additional, reasons^ now- appear 
irfay I fihottld doubt you* Yes^ Frank ; you 
kaew who ehe waa^ although / sat by her. side 
Sntbe post^shidse for an hour without guf^aipg 
the.iaet. You are not the maQ^ supposing the 
•yery halter round your neck, to walk side by 
Mde with an innocent country girl|,aod not 
gloat your vicious curiosity by a view of h^r 
ieaturesy at the»4east. I bdieve, ;tbat: while na- 
"tore or habit has cursed yout with a heart ^t.for 
\any act of crime, your loose love of womerii is, 
perhaps, your master-passion. You knew h^, 
I aay ; what have you done with her ? Beeollei^- 
ing all the past, and my newly acquired know- 
ledge of the things you can do, there is roo%^ 
i^canky for dreadful suspicions of the way in 
twhieb you may have disposed of her. Come 
^^witb^me to theplace where 3^ou say you left her.'' 
ii "That I cannot do.**' 

U'.f^^ You had b^ter» The only, or the^troi^est 
.treason why I do not -hold you here till the civil 
>jyffi6€ars come up,, b on her account ; bvit ,on. Jber 
radeouot a)sQ,*^and, oh God ! p^haps in a more 
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MnotiBMMe! I muM detaia younoA'^ lStemai 
Provideoee i*«— the 8|ieaker interrufiftiBd ImBsetf, 
and catching Fnsk^B ann^ atared up tha alreet, 
aa if a spectre appnoacbed him. 

'^ Wbat'8 the matter now ? why do you 
white and ^hake so f Let go nv^ arm.*' 

'^ Look look, Ffank Adam»-^my itAtt, i 

Daniel Neiwlan^ indeed, at that moment 
up. 

*^ lg»t us pass him, or turn o ff eom e^-i^I was 
not prepared for this, so socwb—I pannotfiue tiie 
cid man now ; turn back with me." 

Bat the afflicted father did not aUowthem 
time to -walk away. 

*^ I ask pardoB) gentlemen^" he said, in m 
hoars^ eadiausted voice^ ^* a thousand pardons," 
getting befoTO sthem . and confronting . them, 
^Vbut I am looking for my child/' 

^^.SirP" iaterrufrted John Nowlan, mesBil^ 
tp affect a tone o£ indiifferenee, while his pile 
features, and particularly his mouth, w^ied' 
with a choking emotion. . < 

5^1 meant no c^enc^ gentlemen^ .and I 'in 

sorry y" pulling off, in the wea^essof hie> 

ttiad^'and body, bis broad*brimmed hat. , . '< 

<^ Put it on, Sir ! put it ou ! it is not to us^ 
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or such as us, your grey hairs dhould b^ expos>- 
ed,'* again interrupted John. 

'* Thanks, Sir," bowing repeatedly, ** many, 
many thanks : I see you pity me, and, Qod 
knows, I want it; for the ould heart in my 
body within is af^most broke, at last ;— oh, gen- 
tlemen, you're sodgersj and you' ought to have 
a-miad tohel]^ the wake an' the disthressed : an' 
indeed, indeed, J m wake an' disthressed." 

^* How *s that. Sir ? Is it poverty ? you do 
not se^n a poor man.^ 

" Of this world's wealth I have enough ; of 
its joys, too, God blessed me with an arly store ; 
but as arly — welcome be the will o' the Lord — 
began, to take from it. I had a son, Sir, an 

only son-^ ^but no matther, that 's not it ; an' 

I *m botherin^ you, as I see by your looks. My 
present business in Dublin is this : — I came here 
to look afther that son, now not seen this many 
a long day: I tuck the sickness; it a'^most 
brought me to death's dour : my family knew 
nothing of it till a few days agone ; then, Sir, 
my daughther Peggy left home to see afther 
me, but is now in Dublin, an' never came next 
or near me, an' we can't make her off. It 's said . 
sh^ w^s last seen wid a sodger, Sir, an' that 's 

VOL. II. Q, 
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why I oiake bould to come foment you; an* 
more, agia " 

^^ Has she not yet called at the place you 
itopped, Sir ?^^ interrupted John. 

'* Avoch, Sir, no ; never a call.^ 

^' You see, Frank,^ speaking aside to hicn, 
^* here is proof of my suspicion ; so now^ at 
least, aecoiHit to me for my sister.^' 

" Don't, gentlemen, donH lave me y^t," 
resumed the old man, following them ; ^* I was 
a^gcnn^ to tell you more o' my thriak ; — ^^an^ here 
they are. The lught after Peggy left the poor 
eabin^ sure it was robbed an^ sp(»led of all the 
money in it; an^-— och, sad is my heart toaay 
it !— robbed of my other poor child, 'at the 
same time*-^ — " 

" God of heaven !-— what 's that you say. 
Sir ?^ 

^^ Kind gentleman,'^ continued Daniel Nowlan, 
while he clasped his hands, cried like a xiiiAd, 
and shook all over— "it 's the thruth I'm teffiti' 
yeu— the man that took my goold took nfy 
darlinf" Anty, too : an' some that are as biid As 
hey an^ that went down to the poor counthry 
wid him on another robbery, it seems^why, 
them people say that he was dbiei^sed Ifte^lfe 
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o- ye, gentlemen, a sodger tik^-^but I mane' no 
offence again — ^an^ I ax pardon again ; for it *s 
ture I am he was no sodger, nor no thrue man 
neither tb do what he done.^^ 

After a moment's ^ pause, during which he 
made a gareat ejfort to keep in bis rising passion, 
John Nowlan again took Frank aside. ^^ I al- 
ways hoped, Frank,^' he began, in a c<niciliBting 
tone, '^and I try to hope still, thi»t you were 
and are a fair fellow on some pcnnts : I think, 
at least, that you will not continue the xmaaety 
ycHX see before you, and of lyhdch you have been 
the cause:— where are my sisters? where, in 
particular, is poor little Anty ?" 

^^ By Heavai, I know nothing of either."^ 

" Don't outface me, Frank. This is a des- 
^erate case. Don't make me as desperate.'* 

'* Gentlemen,^' resumed Daniel Nowlan, ' a 
si^ond time breaking in on their priraio dis- 
eourse^ ^^ maybe, it 's talkin' dbout it to tfary 
an^.help me ye are; an*^ so I ought to tell ye a 
word more. Afther Anty left home, she was 
^jseisii along wid Peggy, however they came to- 
'gi&tber, near the gate of Richmond bairacks, 
igl' they say the two ghis went off, arm in arm, 
widr tibe sodger I first spoke to ye abotit.^ 

a2 
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" Well,*" resumed Jobn^ ii;i a wbi^r, " I do 
not pretend to understand all your ways, or all 
that has happened, Frank; but, by this last 
account, both my sisters are traced into your 
bands : what have you done with them ? Con^e, 
man, I do not believe you are so bad as to tura 
the deaf, ear to my question : we have been 
comrades, Franks in toil and danger-^-we have 
be^., friends, brothers-'* wringing his Jiand 
liQxd» whi}e his voice failed and the tears flow^ 
^d-r-",whiere. are they ?^ 
. " I will answ;er you truly, on my life and 
souL When I brought them into a house — "^^ 

" A hou9e r — ^but go on.7 

*' A ruffianly country fellow forced themfrpm 
me, and I have not heard of them since." . 

" Take care, . Frank, I say again. In this 
ma,ttpr you see, if shame or ruin in any slja^e 
has come upon them, I am a party to it. , So 
com©} where are .they ?'' 

*' I have already answered.'' .,, 

" Monster ! where are they ?" collaring .hin;^i, 
4ind :8pycaking in the loudt^ tone, wh^l^: old 
D^qigI. Novrlan now began to look c^n Jph^Jn 
.some mi;9giying :." where is your first yictjip, 
PPPr P^ggy ? and where is the i^her , iA^cj^t 
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girl ? where are my sisters ? tell me now, man ! 
the truth in one word !'' 

" Who calls them his sisters ?** asked Daniel, 
as he stood trembling with clasped hands, and 
gazing, through tears, into John's face ; " the 
Lord be praised for all his wondhers and bles- 
sins'! praise be to God ! Is it their brother and 
my poor lost boy, John Nowlan ?^ 

" Father, it is !" turning to him, as he" still 
held Prank — " the wretched outcast, John Now- 
lan, who is at last punished in a ten-fold curse 
for all his doings f I dare not kneel down to 
you yet, father, — though I will, — I dare not yet 
ask you to forgive me; something is to go 
before that — ^ 

The old man, rendered almost insensible by 
his weakness and many sudden emotions, took 
off his hat, dropped, half stupified, on his knees 
in the street, and with extended arms and pallid 
lips, continued to mutter, ** Praise be to God ! 
the Lord be praised for all things V^ A crowd 
began to stop and gather round. 

" Deceitful, treacherous, and lying villain T' 
pursued John to Frank, '* keep me no longer 
jtl' this doubt! give me up this old man's 
daughters ! Do they yet live for his grey hidrs, 
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or live worthy of them ? Answer me ! Dare not 
repeat a word of your Ij^ng story ! this moment 
lead me to them I this moment ! or if you do 
not, or if they are not forthcoming, or if there 
has fallen upon that innocent child one spot, 
one stain, though no more than the touch of 
one Vile finger, by Him that is to judge between 
us, I will wrench you limb from limb, joint 
from jfoint T 

** Let me go ! I say, I have answered you.*^ 
" Liar and ruffian !*" drawing his bayonet. * 
*^ John!* John Nowlan, a-vich !^ here cried 
his fi^ther, mdting on his knees, and encircling 
those of his son with his arms : ^^ John, iAA^ 
bouchal, never mind him a-while, but turn to 
the poor father ; give me your two hands, and 
let me kiss your lips, John Nowlan, hiy son, 
my own arf only boy !"* 

' He clasped John's knees close. The sinner 
uttered a heart-rending cry, and only pausing 
to dart his bayonet into* its sheath, and to say 
to the by-standers " Secure him ! he is a rob^ 
ber ! a murderer ! all that is bad P disengaged 
his father's arms, lifted him up, received bis 
embrace, and then flung himself lowly and 'in 
great agony at his feet. - • ^ 



Ttt£ KOWLAKS* MS 

In tuni) the old man instantly Mjtoy^ to raise 
bin},; some of the- spactatoi^s assiated him, for 
li;f W9S, badly able himself ; and again they were 
locked in each otber'^s arms. 

^'. Don't cry, a-cui&hla, don% don% it 11 aU 
pa$$ by, an' we'll live to see it; we'll buy you 
o4t from among the sodgers, an' the. Father in 
heaven 'ill forgive you as I do, for my sake 
an' my prayers, an' for all our sakes ; an' when 
P^ggy ^n' Anty ia found, |m' brought home 
again — ^ 

John's attention was herediyerted by Frank^s 
voice, and his struggles to escape. He darted 
upon him like a tiger. 

^' Keep him fast !" he cried. 

^^ You needn't tell us to do that," said a man 
in. a strong English accent; ^^ he is now my 
prisoner; I have been looking him up some 
time, and have just arrested him on a warrant 
from a London office, for getting tired of Van's 
Land before his time ; but, whatever is your 
concern with the youth, you can attend him to 
> the next of your own poUce-offices at hand." 

" Ye^ that is the only way left ; and now 
thje loss of a second's time is a sin against 
Heaven. Come, man, no resisting 1 one struggle. 
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one word, and I ^11 stab you to the heart ! come 
and show me that, through you, I have not 
shamed, hideously shamed, or murdered my 
own sisters, the children of my own mother ! 
and that the curse of father, mother, and sisters 
—of man and nature — is not, along with every 
thing else, fallen upon my head ! — Come, Sir,'' 
turning to his father, while he held Frank hard ; 
and Daniel: Nowlan, and a commiserating *or 
w^Midering .orowdv accordingly followed him',' 
Fra^k^ and the London officer. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
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I^ tfa^ kind of place to which th^y bas^ 
teoed, we are iodaced to anttdpste th^ir pro^ 
bable arrival, by raising the curtidn^c^ mii:^ 
last act upon other individuals of our history, 
about whom, we respectfully hope^ our kind 
readers are, conjointly with them and us, much 
interested. 

The scene is, indeed, a police-office, to be 
found on a certain quay of that city of quays, 
Dublin. Upon the bench, or rather behind the 
counter, is seslted, or rather stands, a learned, 
amiable, but somewhat deaf old gentleman, 
whose early profession of barrister was not so 
all-engrossing as to hinder him, about the me- 
ridian of life, from accepting the at least cer- 
tain and most useful appointment of poFice 
ma^strate. By his side are his clerk, and 
occasionally one or two confidential officers. 

Q 5 
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Before hin A crowd of watchmen, ^^ constftblee 
of the watch,^ and the jumbled and cutiouB 
street^weefHngs of the last night, all awmting 
either to make charges or to meet them as they 
can ; but immediately at the side of the couiv- 
ter, fronting the worthy magistrate, we iec^og-> 
nize two acqumtances, Feery ConoUy and 
Mo))y Houlihan, and by their sides, Anty Now- 
Ian, fitting in a very weak state upon a /chair 
kindly provided for her, and Peggy Nowlan^ 
standing over her and holding her hand* 
' At ihe moment when we lode in, Feery tod 
Molly are, with great energy, alternately nd* 
dressing the bench. 

*^ Yesj your reverance,'' says Feery. 

*^ Whisht, Feery$ he's lio reverance ; he axes 
pardon, my lard ; he 's a gawk from the coun* 
thfy ; yes, my lard." 

*^ Yes, to wbat?^' demanded Ae magistrate^ 
who, by holding his hand sooop-wise to his 
Mu*^ required no inteipreter to hear the loud 
tones in which he was addressed: ^'yes, to 
what, good people f Pray listen a motbent.'' 

^^ Oh, by all manes, your honour,'^ aaiKsnted 
Feery. 
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^'^ Spake yottr mind out, my lard," added 
M«JIy, both in a patronizing tone. 

** Thank you. I wish, then, to see if I.com^ 
prehend you. You were at last conveying the 
young woman to your lodgings, you aay,. 
and — ^ • 

• ^Yes, plase your lard^p,*^ taking up 
Mclly^s version of the title, " atf that's what dz 
the whole a the last scrimmage on .us," inter* 
rupted Peery. 

" The what r 

^^He^s only a simplert(»)gued gor^pon, just 
«Hn up, my lard; he manes jthe 'ruction, like.'' 

" And what does the 'ruction mean ?*" 

^^ Lard save us, sure ev^ry chiistb^-sowl on 
Ireland's ground knows that — the fight, n^ 
lard*" 

" Yes— that's it ; — yes, your honour," pleaded 
Peery ;>f Molly was^jist for gittin' 'em down the 
steps o' the cellar, when, i^ comes Misther 
Bodger a^in wid his faction, — '* An' now, you 
baste,' says he to myself, ^ J 'U have your Irish 
life, so I will,' — *.WiU you?' says, I— an' I up 
to him wid the sprang to the end o' the stick." 

" What do you call the sprong?" 



.^fHoukl 5roftir vhidit, I till yoi>9 Pe^, an' 
let me discoorse Ub Urdflfaip v^ist on .tbe 
tunfi^' the %tMSMi'my laird*^" 

^'^Ne, MoUj, jioufre "witong-all over v yi>u w4r 
on the flure, ^en it hlippencd--r . 
*' Mufha^ Peeryi tio-*- ; see, my laixtH-*' 
: ^^I h^t a gi*e^ many slrange worday.bat,^! 
ean see: nothkig : • stand lack ; and y Wi my 
gbod'gid-^^he ^Ider girl, I mean^jmiy M^hi^ 
this last partof the caae, as briefty aapossi^l^*'^ 
. « I ;wiU-tell you, Sir, if I am abW' 
• ^^ Takle time ; db not dktress yourself." 
" Thank 'ee. Sir. Before we got to t}i]|$ ||^)Qd 
traman's plaoe, we saw Feery £>aiipliy nimiing 
towards US| aod tlie soldier and hii^. . fidends 
fdttowing' him» Hurrying down th^^ell^r, she 
and me, with my little sister between . Ui^tM^ 
iiettPd aAgly words above, . idiere Peery ^pood to 
bear the brunts add a noise. of such tb^Qga:as 
that>'' {Anting to Peery 's bayonet,' icv:hif>l^, 
mounted upon bis tiidgel, he stoutly shgiil^fj- 
^^-^^^ I knew they ^ere pressing him too ^^ri(^ ; 
1 1, screamed and ran up ; other gcsKKipepp^^^q^e 
iby# and Ihe soldier and his faction, ran a]«r^yJ\ 
;,.* "Eve^y word of id, jist as id tu^riied oijij^" 
lAiod the/hefOf(rf thetalfi. .. 



"" As pit^is A; B. C.'.' as&etited Mc»%y islap- 
piftg one palm upoit the other. • ^ • 

'^ Silence !" cried the magistrnt^^ who^ though 
deaf, was iticenvemenoed by the smack :— *** did 
you then remain in heriodgingP^ 

^^May all good be-umdtiplied tei^foki to her 
and h^^ Sir !^I did ; at first, to tell the fruth, 
in doubts of her, the place vas* eo poor jnd 
tneati; but she undeceived in© l^ell, by'the 
comfort she aiforded to miy sisteif and mte^*. 

"An* Peery, overhead, in thi'fcthreei, wid 
the bagnet on his ftho«ddh«r, yoiir licd^hip,^' 
added Molly. r . * ^ i 

^^Your business here, then, »• to proseoiiite 
the persons who haveinsulfed y^cwl'? -tn • 

'*^No, Sir; we forgire thiin, and hope t^y 
mity be forgiven.'' ^ j :' 

**No, my lard,** said Peety; **lhe m^/ttcA' 
^11 come on *em soon enough, widout 4)Ur fa^]^ 
in' id ; maybe we'd do a thing to'^<6ti| wid'OUr 
sticks,'' throwing* himself into positiob, gently 
flotirishing the cudgel, and smiling cbnflderitly 
on the magistrate-^^* when thit^in'^Cid be gbbd 
for 'eitt; but that's no tttisOn w6'd'<u*ft^inlbi•- 
lAel*s;' they dian't have that to-tfirt)^ 4n our 
teeth, when we get home to Tippferaiy;*' - iAttd 



Peety dveir qp, full of indigoataoD that it 
sliould be supposed he would put his gve«its9t 
foe into the fangs of the law. 

'^ It has been mentioned to me that yoy xkxo6 
to Dublin to seek your father — perhaps jmst 
wish this office to assist you ?'^ 

" Ohv Sir l''-*-Peggy could get no farther.' - 

^^Avochy no, Sir ; itoo late for that 9^' said Peery. 

^' Tbm wliat do you all want ?*" 

^^ I ask your pilrdoo, Sir^^^ resumed Peggy^ 
trying to check her tears;— '* 1 11 try to tell 
you about it. This poor faithful boy went at my 
request to seek my father at the place whens 
we knew lie slept, and came back with word that 
a few moments before be had gone away in a 
carriage with another person, we didnH know 
where ; home, we think and hope ; and so, Sir> 
as I lost ail my- money on the road, and my sis- 
ter lost all her^s in that wicked house*«*«nd as 
we are quite strangers in Dublin, we oame 
here— Indeed this charitable woman brought us 
here — to ask —oh, Anty, Anty T — interrupting 
herself, and overcome by a sense of her forlorn 
situation, she fell on her sister'^s neck* - 

" Arrah^ hok at 'em,'' blubbered Peery, " aa' 
your lardship sees how it is wid thecratures; 
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that'^Srtfae up an^ down iv id ; they have iiothin^ 
wot^ to do in Dablin town ; an* we want tb 
«end ^em home again, safe an' sound. The little 
MoUy an^ I had was at their sarvice, only they 
wouldn'^t hear of that ; and theiie^sa great ^in- 
deman, a friend o^ my own, in the town, ' or 
nigh«hflnd to it, that ^ud give them or me a 
helf)>/t)nly myseif doesn^t know where to £aee 
to look for him, now that we ^re onct asundher ; 
so-here we up. and we come to beg a bit for''em ; 
an' if your rererance 'ud jist bid the dhriver 
give 'em a lift on the sate, for nothing but out 

iv love or pity, 'like — ^'' 

, . ^*.Do, my lard, an' may you have a long fife, 
a good death, an' a favourable judgment !'' in^ 
termpted Molly, while tearsras down her har^ 
man^s face. 

** 'Tis a sad story enough ; yet there are so 
ooany impositions — in fact, if the young women 
can. get any one to give them a character * 

*« Och, I 'U go bail for 'em,'' cried Molly. 

. " And who are you, pray ?" 

\^ I 'm a basket, my lard," dropping a curtsey. 

« A basket P 

" Yes, my lard ; to a Misthess Taffey.** 

^^Bhe manes that she stops wid a Misthess 



SM THE KOW(iAK«p 

TajBEey^ your lardship, a snug wonaw^ in . VilU 
lime; wdMoUy is a gompa^ my own;, .^' 
I '11 go bail for her, and for them too^ along. wi4 
her.'' 

" And who 9x9 jou, too f . 

^^ Peery ConoUy^ my lard,^ judiciously ii^er- 
nipted Molly, as Peery 's sticky bayonet and al|^. , 
btfgsn tq describe some flourishes round his he^d^ , 
and hi^ nether limbs to shuffle ; both movements . 
ominous of the usual rhyming answer, in hi&^ 
usual way—" P^ery CouolJy, a dacent fatb^j's 
ax^ mother^ ^chjild« tbov^h I say it.^ 

" Deserted from Captain Rock^ I presume.'* ,, 

" No, ipi throtb» th^^ yovr honour,'' replied^ ^ 
Peery, at o«i» chaoging into a dry, simple sub- 
tlety of voice, face and manner; — *'F11 n^ve?,, 
deny there was a thrifle 0' that same goin\(>i^ in 
the place ; but myself never loved n^r .Uke((|. .^ 
their qigbt-walkin', from a boy up ; and , fiur^., 
they war fpr swarin' pae; an' when I wouldp't*., 
an' for fear they'd be angry, faith I pum? aw^y 
from them all to where's there's pace an' qukt- 
n€^; so there's the holy and, blessed thrutfi^, 
your honour, since your honour put ji^soii 
sayia' id," 
."Well,, ye shall npt questipn youx; loye^lt^^;^. 



thou|h Hre ifiiif take-tfiat freiBdotii wilfe^6ur:sfe*-* 
plicity ;• atidv on i^ftectiofi, yoaii* resi^ectilrte^' 
bail wii! ida Here," to ian officer, *' hold :tWs^ 
money, and see the poor girls safe out of town*'' ' 
" Glory to you !" screamed: Mdlly; 

^*I,ong may you reign V chimed Pe6a*y ; '*an* 
-cotiie now, a-voumeens; we'll have ybu"«We 
b«fck,'kny how — Murther !— an interruption^'^'ii^* 
he gtanced to the door, "murtherirt' Irish f*^ 
stand out o' the way, there ! hurroo V^ i ' ^^ • 

With one of his hop-step-arid-^ump^' Pefet^ 
hurled Himself through the pec^le betVeien hitrl' 
and the door, and instantly re-entered', pranking 
and 'tapering round Daniel Nowfati, and making 
the peaceful office ring to^ his ^otistlfcal fiOn^, 
which the officers in vain tried to quell. 

'^* Do you know who brought you a bit of the 
rcJad" in 'the shay, this morning, Peggy, a corrsl- 
malfchree P*** af^ked the old man, smiling through 
his' tears, after long embraces had been inter- 
changed between him knd his daughters. '" 

fehe was about to answer, when another bouml" 

i * * 

and anothei' cry from Peery, and the question 
af-«<^What brings any thieviri* sodger liere'f*'s 
again diverted her attention to the door't ahd; - 
looking ujJ, 'John Nbwian appeaVcd^ leaning 
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agiimst tbe. jambi pale, tremblings .and) hia 
eyes fixed ^xi bis sisters, gaping with amotbered 
eniotioD. At first they did not know him \ and 
there was a pause, during which Peery added^ 
^^ Where 's the sprong Y' and approached the sup^ 
posed iBtruder. 

^^' Softly, fBan, softly/'* whispered John, bcck«> 

ontng him ; '^ come here, let me hold you ; I ean 

hardly stand ; I am their brother, John Niowlan.^ 

^^ Och, mille murthers f here, lane your beat 

OQ me, poor boy I poor priest John T 

^^ They will not know me-^o you think they 
wUir 

Peggy had been slowly advancing, her eyes 
distended and fixed on him ; her face set % be 
breathed hard; bis surprise and agony were 
declared in broken and wheezing sounds that 
^^ stuck r the throat r**^ she came nearer; he fis- 
tended his zxxxnA ; she fell in them with a joyfttl 
screatn. •• 

" That''s your brother John, Anty,'' resumed 
old Daniel^ as Anty looked and wondered. 

" That man, Sir ! oh, it must be true, for P^ggy 
clings close to him, and you know him too^'Sir ; 
but, dear father, you do not know the greal re« 
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lief this gives roe ; another time you shulL Now 
must. not I, alsoy embrace my poor brother?'^ 

The father led her to his arms. Ano^hear 
yell burst from Peery : '* Where 's the sprong 
HOW, in arnest ?" he cried out. In wonder, teri 
ror, and, from diflPerent reasons, common abhors 
renoe, the two sisters clung to their bj^ther, as 
the miserable Frank passed to the counter^ his 
face haggard, his eyes staring, and his step 
tHieven. 

John Nowlan, with permission of the magis*- 
trate, removed his father and sisters to a private 
room, by which precaution they were saved from 
witnessing tlie horrors that ensued. 

The officer, in whose custody Frank had en- 
tered, was about to lay his charges before the 
magistmte, when the appearance of a third 
party interrupted him; namely, Mr. Long, 
and his civil authorities, with Maggy Nowlcm's 
mother, Mrs. Carey, and her son Phil. When 
M.r, Long beheld his nephew, horror seemed 
to fix him to the spot; nor did the poor 
wretub himself remain unmoved. Peery Conol* 
ly had sidled towards him, and addressed him 
in a confidential whisper. 
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' ** Why thin, tunder-an'-turf ! what sort iv 
an ownshuck was you, at-all-at-all, to walk in 
here, of all places in the world wide ? I 
didn^t let out the laste word about you ; an' if 
you have as much gumption in your head as a 
tiuckin* calf, you 11 bid good-Vye to Vm all 
round, or not wait for that same, but run for 
your lifie^-The Lord o' Heaven save us !'' — sud- 
denly interrupting himself, and stepping back, 
terrified at the expression of face with which 
his advi6e was received. 

The culprit first fixed his eyes on those of 
the speaker with a deep, steady despair : Jiis 
manacled hands slightly moved under his watch- 
coat ; BXid then his eye contract-ed ; every mus-^ 
de of his face and body winced, and he drew 
in and bit his under lip, as if from a sud- 
den sensitiveness of acute pain. The next mo- 
ment, his features again relaxed ; his eye began 
to grow fixed and glassy ; he swayed from si(^ 
to side, and would have fallen, but for the sup^ 
port of those near him. 

As' alt looked on aghast, something dropped j 
at his feet. The officer stooped, and took it 
up. It was a large clasp-knife, smeared with 
blood ; and blood also trickled to the floor, as 
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his person bent forward. Disguising hi^ mo- 
tions, beneath the loose watch-coat, he bad^ 
while staring into Peery Conojly'^s face, stabn 
bed himself to the core of the heart. 

After a moment, he raised his drooping he^^ 
and glared vacantly around, until his dulled, 
eye rested oh his trembling uncle : '^ All X 
. could do for you, Sir/l he gasped out^ smiljijg 
hideously, *' was this — it' saves me from the 
harigman^s hands." ^ 

lie again fell forward. He was borne out ; 
but, before he reached a neighbouring hoqai- 
talj'was a corpse. ^ -, 

' 'When the confusion occasioned by this sud- 
den catastrophe had somewhat subsided, Mr. 
Long, though shaken in his very soul, was ob- 
liged to proceed in his charges against Mrs* 
Carey and her son. The young mur^ere^ 
sfiivered with despair under the anticipation of 
his fate; but his mother showed no emotion. 
Iter* clothes torn, and her hair dishevelled, she 
stdod, with folded arms, upright and passive 9$ 
a statue; and' her large and once beautijTul 
blacTc eye, full of the hyena character, that for, 
many years had belonged to it, was fixe^, un- 
winkingly,*now on her accusers, now on. thej 
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magbtrate. She did not frown, but her calm, 
lavage glare was appalling 

*' Wretched vromBxt,'^ said the ma^flCrate, 

do you not tremble ?** 

Find that out by your lamin\'^ fol^ng lier 
arm& harder ; ^^ or, here^ — suddenly oatcbing 
the hand of a near office, and pfiessing his fin- 
gers upon her pulse ; ^^ does yours bate fuller 
or evener?^' And when the man turned away 
in disgust, he related that the throb waA steady 
and regular as that of innocence at rest. 

Mr. Loi^, his sad and stem taak ovcv, 
sought the room whither John Nowlan had 
conveyed the old man and his silvers. David 
Shearman was now added to their circle. Ail 
left Dublin together. 



^' Dear Barnes, 
^^ It was about a month after this day that, 
in my wanderings among the bladk Tippeii^ny 
hills, I became acquainted with the N^wlp^ 
and learned their history, John. Nowlaa :f^ 
then suffering under the relapse .ofi a.^v^ir, 
which, accompanied by racking pains in his 
bones, had seized him the day he <sn»6ed his 
father's threshold, When, about ai^e tnottAff 
after, I pai4 the faipjly another. y»i<^; l.Ssumi 
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him reBtoi*ed to health, and, in a degree, to his 
peace of mind ; once more engaged in stndious 
pursuits, and once more habited in black. His 
misfortunes and experience had thrown a quiet 
sadness over him : and the humility of sin ac- 
iinowledged and repented, stamped every fea- 
ture of. bis face, and characterized his every 
look^ tone, and motion. He told me he en- 
tertained hopes that he would soon be able to 
soothe hi€r recollections of early crime and sorrow 
by the discharge of the duties of that sacred 
profession, to which, under the direction of Mr. 
^Kennedy and his bishop, he was again permit* 
»ted to look forward. 

" Before I left Daniel Nowlatfs truly hospita- 
ble roof, on this, my second visit, I had the plea- 
sure of being bridesman to David Shearman^ 
upon the auspicious night of his marriage with 
riiy genlie favourite, Peggy. She was* married by 
'Mt. Kennedy : Friar Shanaghan, after an ex- 
CeUent day's * quest,' handing round the bride- 
<jake for his secular brother ; and Mr. Long^ 
at his own anxious request, gave her away. 
It was as merry a night as ever I pass- 
ed. What with good cheer, dancing, and 
unlimited mirth on every hand, I was in such 
imMxi sphitsy that I whispered at AiityV ear 
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my hope of a speedy opportunity of dancing 
at her wedding, also. The little rogue told 
me, archly enough, ^ it was a great shame, 
so it was, to be putting such quare things into 
a child^s head:^ but, when,. by some pleasant 
reasoning, I had led her to believe the contrary, 
she engaged me at once to look out for her ; 
adding, * that if I didn'^t bring her one that 
was too little, or one that was too big, or one 
that was too old, or one that was too ugly, I 
would not find her very hard to be pleased.^ 
We proceeded in much question and answer, 
as to the precise kind of man she might really 
prefer, and I found her, as yet, undetermined. 
She did, indeed, with more of archness than I 
suspected her for, give myself some hard knocks, 
by way of jocular hints : in fact, Barnes, I will 
talk with you upon this subject, as I consider 
yCa a person of more experience in such mat- 
ters than I am. 

« A. O^H.'' 
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